LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 4, 1997

DANIEL BABIN
CHAIRMAN

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA



The following constitute minutes of the Commission Meeting
and are not a verbatim transcript of the proceedings.
Tapes of the meetings are kept at the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
2000 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
For more information, call (504) 765-2806




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA
DECEMBER 4, 1997

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997
Presentation of Award to Agent of the Year

Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources

Discussion of Charterboat License Fees

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent -
Importation of White-Tailed Deer

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent -
Hunting of Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic
Deer & Antelope

Declaration of Emergency - Adjust Daily Sack Limit
for Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove

Declaration of Emergency - Reqguest from National
Marine Fisheries Service for Compatible
Recreational Red Snapper Closure

Correction to 1998 Turkey Regulations

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November

Division Reports

a. Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration
b. Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project
c. Report on Status of Shrimp in Zone 1

Set April 1998 Meeting Date
Public Comments

Adjourn

Page

10

16

18
19
20
20
22
22
23

23

24



MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, December 4, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Norman McCall
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Tom Gattle

Deputy Secretary Clyde Kimball was also present.
Commissioner Glynn Carver was absent from the meeting.

Chairman Babin recognized two former employees of the
Department, former Secretary Joe Herring and former Assistant
Secretary Corky Perret.

Chairman Babin called for a motion for approval of the
November 6, 1997 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was
made by Commissioner Cormier and seconded by Commissioner Gattle.
The motion passed with no opposition.

Colonel Winton Vidrine began the Presentation of Award to
Agent of the Year. The Enforcement Division selects an agent of
the year based on the agent's performance evaluation, the type of
cases made, professional attitude, and voluntary training. A total
of 10 candidates for this award are nominated each year and one is
chosen. The agent is then sent to the Southeastern Association
Meeting to be recognized. Col. Vidrine introduced Lt. Jeff Mayne
as the Agent of the Year and presented him with a plaque from the
Southeastern. Lt. Mayne is the Supervisor of the Special
Investigative Unit and was primarily responsible for creating the
Unit. His career began in 1986 when he was hired as a student and
in 1991 he became a Wildlife Officer. Chairman Babin congratulated
Lt. Mayne and requested he keep up the good work.

Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources began with Chairman Babin
introducing Dr. Andy Martinolich and Mr.. Glade Woods from
Mississippi. He then asked Mr. Corky Perret to come forward to
begin the discussion. Mr. Perret asked his regards be extended to
Secretary Jenkins since he was not at the meeting. The Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources was created approximately 3% years
ago as a spin off of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks. Providing a brief background, Mr. Perret
stated on March 29, 1994, former Secretary Herring and others met



with Mississippi's Commission and Department to discuss issues of
mutual concern. One of the problems resolved was an understanding
of common boundary lakes. A meeting was held several months back
between Mr. Perret, Mr. Woods, Mr. John Roussel, Mr. Mike Landrunm,
a Mississippi Commissioner and charter boat operators to discuss
charter boat fees. House Concurrent Resolution 33 urged
Louisiana's Commission to enter into a reciprocal license agreement
on saltwater recreational angling. The Mississippi Commission
unanimously approved their Department to meet with Louisiana to
discuss such regulations. Commissioner Martinolich's motion
instructed his staff to see what could currently be done under the
regulations and go to the Mississippi Legislature to see if the
Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources could enter into a true
reciprocal license agreement. Current cost of a Mississippi annual
saltwater angling license is $56 for Louisiana fishermen. This
charge could be reduced to a minimum of $20, stated Mr. Perret. If
the Mississippi Legislature gave authority to the Mississippi
Commission to enter into a true reciprocal license agreement and if
Louisiana agreed, then Mississippi would recognize properly

licensed Louisiana anglers in their waters and vice versa. Mr.
Perret stated there were 588 Louisiana anglers that bought a
Mississippi saltwater angling license last year. He concluded

stating he would appreciate any consideration to an agreement being
reached.

Commissioner Gattle asked Mr. Perret to explain the difference
between the $56 fee and the $30 license fee. Commissioner McCall
asked how many Mississippi people fish in Louisiana waters and are
charged $70? Chairman Babin asked Mrs. Janis Landry if she knew
the number of people from Mississippi that buy Louisiana licenses?
Mrs. Landry stated that information was not available. Chairman
Babin stated he would like to see an open dialogue between the two
Departments and he wanted to see what action the Mississippi
Legislature will take on licenses. Mr. Perret asked Chairman Babin
if Louisiana would recognize a Mississippi license if they would
recognize a Louisiana license? Chairman Babin answered no, not at
this point. Mr. Perret then suggested both states charge $20 for
a saltwater angling license. Chairman Babin then stated it could
be considered but he wanted more input from the License Section and
the Fisheries staff before making a recommendation. Commissioner
McCall asked if there was any way to get information on how many
licenses were sold to Mississippi fishermen? Mrs. Landry stated it
would be very difficult because they would have to review each
parishes licenses sold and see what state the fisherman came from.
Commissioner Gisclair asked if the licenses turned in from each
parish were broken down into classification? Then he asked that,
when the licenses come in from now .on, a program be created that
would generate this type information. Mrs. Landry stated the staff
is not available to do this type of data entry. Chairman Babin
stated this issue creates a problem for them as a Commission. He
then agreed with Commissioner Gisclair and stated he would like to
know how many licenses are sold. The number of licenses available
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for sale are too numerous, stated Chairman Babin, and there was a
need to look at simplifying them and possibly making more licenses
reciprocal with other states. Commissioner Cormier asked where was
the information former Undersecretary Fred Prejean provided the
Commission that showed the expected amount of revenues from license
sales? Mrs. Landry stated they have a total for non-resident
licenses so0ld, but do not have a breakdown for each state.
Commissioner Gattle stated this will probably lead to computerized
licensing in the future. Chairman Babin asked if Mississippi had
point of sale system? Commissioner Gisclair stated he was told the"
Department did -surveys on the socioeconomic impact studies and
asked if the answers could be obtained from those surveys? Mr.
John Roussel stated Mrs. Landry is correct that the Department does
not have specific data on saltwater recreational fishing. He did
state there were 33 Mississippians that came to Louisiana and
bought other gear licenses to do recreational fishing and 564
Mississippi commercial fishermen that bought a Louisiana license.
Mr. Roussel suggested this should be looked at in a comprehensive
fashion. Mr. Perret reminded the Commission they only deal with
the saltwater license. Chairman Babin stated the Commission will
need a lot more information before they would enter into any kind
of agreement. He then asked the Department to provide additional
information by the February 1998 meeting. Mr. Perret stated he
understood the Commission's concerns. He then asked if it would be
fair to conclude that the Commission was interested in working with
Mississippi on a possible reciprocal license agreement and maybe

others later on. Mr. Perret then stated the staff from
Mississippi will be glad to work with representatives from
Louisiana. Mr. Roussel added there were 28,000 non-resident

fishing licenses sold in the 1996-97 year. Mr. Perret concluded
Mississippi sold 12,500 non-resident licenses in one year. Mr.
Woods provided a saltwater guide pamphlet for the Commission's
information. Mr. Ron Couvillion stated his office will put more
information together so the Commission could be better informed.

Chairman Babin stated he requested the next item, Discussion
of Charterboat License Fees, be placed on the agenda so he could
better understand some of the license fees. He asked Mrs. Landry
to explain what 1is required of a non-resident who comes to
Louisiana to fish on a charterboat. Mrs. Landry stated the
fisherman could purchase either a season license, trip license or
a charter trip ticket. Most people are buying the charter trip
ticket because of its low cost ($2.50). Chairman Babin asked if
the Department could check to make sure the fishermen are buying
the trip tickets like they should? Commissioner Gattle asked if
the charterboat captain was required to keep track of who licenses
are sold to and then asked how often are the books turned into the
Department? Chairman Babin explained since charterboats are not
required to record their catch, there was no way of knowing if the
number of tickets sold matches the trips the charterboats have.
Then he asked how much money was generated from the ticket? Also
he asked if the number of tickets sold means federal dollars for
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this Department? Mrs. Landry stated yes. Commissioner McCall
asked if the number of licenses are going down? She stated the
number of trip licenses sold did go down due to the availability of
charterboat tickets. Commissioner Gisclair asked how much would a
non-resident pay if he stopped at Wal-Mart to buy a license to fish
on a charterboat? Mrs. Landry stated it would cost $43. Then
Commissioner Gisclair stated he has heard complaints from non-
residents who are legal and the charterboat captain says I could
have so0ld you a 1license for $2.50. He also felt not all
charterboat captains were offering the license in their packets and
there was too much disparity between the $2.50 license and the $43
license. Commissioner Gisclair asked if the fee was per day to
which Mrs. Landry answered it was $2.50 per trip. He then asked
how do the captains date the licenses and thought the Department
had no control over the licenses while the charterboat captains are
on the water. Chairman Babin stated the charterboat industry has
blossomed over the last 5 or 6 years and the fishing was getting
better in Louisiana. He stated there was a need for more
regulations and to close some of the cracks in licensing and how
catches are recorded. Chairman Babin asked Mrs. Landry to provide
more information on this by the February 1998 meeting.
Commissioner Gattle asked what was the theory behind the $2.50
license and how long has it been in effect? The license went into
effect in 1995 because of a legislative act, stated Mrs. Landry.
Commissioner Cormier asked if a charter trip could be considered
starting at sunrise on Friday morning and going until Monday
morning. Mrs. Landry stated the time frame was not specified.
Then Commissioner Cormier assumed the legislative intent was not to
be for various days or for overnight. Specifics should be included
such as stating that one trip should be no longer than 12 hours.
Mr. Roussel explained how the charterboat license bill came into
being. Commissioner McCall stated one area of concern he had was
allowing a fisherman that did not catch his limit on the morning
trip to go out that afternoon for only $2.50. Mr. Roussel reminded
the Commission this $2.50 license only applies to non-residents and
does not include residents. Commissioner Cormier asked if there
would be any reason why a charterboat captain would not have any
licenses, such as it being a weekend or holiday and the Department
was closed? Chairman Babin stated this must be a nightmare for
Enforcement and there was a need to clean up this Act during the
next legislative session.

A Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent on Importation
of White-Tailed Deer was handled by Mr. Fred Kimmel. During the
September.1997 Meeting, the Commission issued a ban on importation
of white-tailed deer into Louisiana. The two reasons for this
action were explained by Mr. Kimmel. Most of the issues have been
resolved and the packet to be considered today would allow for
importation with some restrictions. These restrictions include
requiring a permit before importation occurs, prohibiting
importation from 10 states based on health concerns, providing
proof of negative testing for tuberculosis and brucellosis, and
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prohibiting the importation of white-tailed deer for release into
the wild or into any unlicensed enclosures. Mr. Kimmel stated this
Declaration of Emergency will supplant the previous emergency rule
on importation. The Department of Agriculture and Forestry has
supported the provisions in this Declaration of Emergency except
for the restriction on importing from certain states.

Commissioner Gattle asked if the permit for importation would
be issued by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and the
veterinary certificate would be available to the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries upon request? Mr, Kimmel explained the
procedure to be followed for importing deer and the required
veterinary certificate. Commissioner Cormier asked how could a
veterinarian certificate be certified true from the point of
origin. Dr. Maxwell Lea with the Department of Agriculture and
Forestry explained health certificates are issued by licensed USDA
accredited veterinarians. The information on the certificate is
verified by the State where it is written and the original
certificate accompanies the animals while transported. Mr. Fred
Kimmel read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution.
Commissioner McCall made a motion accepting the Resolution and it
was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. Chairman Babin then opened
the discussion for public comments.

Mr. Pinckney Wood, Coalition of Louisiana Animal Advocates,
began reminding the Commissioners he sent them 10 pages of
information he obtained on this issue. The law, as it was
originally written, was specifically for the importation of exotic
deer and antelope for the use of raising them as livestock and not
for hunting. Mr. Wood stated he spoke with a representative from
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and she explained
the enforcement problem they are having. He then read a statement
from the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission which has banned any
private ownership of these type animals. The imminent peril
proclaimed in the Department of Agriculture's Declaration of
Emergency was to prohibit the importation of diseased animals,
stated Mr. Wood. He then went on to say this type situation should
not be present that could possibly allow for illegal activities.
He then stated his organization as well as the humane community was
opposed to this type hunting. Mr. Wood asked to meet with a
representative from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries so he
could share some of the knowledge he has gained over the past
several months on this subject. Chairman Babin stated the
Legislature has mandated the Commission and Department to develop
these regulations and they were trying to address some oOf the
concerns. He then directed Mr. Wood to speak with Mr. Johnnie
Tarver. Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Wood if he knew who the
author of the bill was and then stated that was the person he
needed to contact.

Hearing no further comments, the Resolution passed with no
opposition.



(The full text of the Resolution,
Declaration of Emergency and Notice
of Intent is made a part of the
record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE ‘AND FISHERIES
December 4, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has
been given certain authority to regulate farm-raised
white-tailed deer raised for commercial purposes, and,

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
maintains authority to regulate white-tailed deer in
exhibits, game parks, zoos, and wild white-tailed deer,
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
(LDAF) has developed rules pertaining to farm-raised
white-tailed deer, and

WHEREAS, these rules will allow for the raising, propagation, and

. hunting of farm-raised white-tailed deer within the
confines of pens specified by LDAF rules and regulations
and approved by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, and

WHEREAS, there is increased interest in raising and importing
white-tailed deer into Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, unregulated importation of white-tailed deer poses a
threat to Louisiana's wild white-tailed deer in the form
of illegal exploitation, disease introduction and genetic
alteration, and

WHEREAS, unregulated and undocumented importation of white-tailed
deer also poses a threat to human health, and

WHEREAS, the ILouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and

- - Loulsiana Department of: Wildlife and Fisheries are

charged with the protection and management of Louisiana's

wild - deer which provide over 3.7 million days of

recreation and over $284,000,000 in economic benefits to
louisiana's citizens annually, now



THEREFdRE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached Declaration of Emergency
regulating importation of white-tailed deer, and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will be
filed to make these regulations effective beyond the 120
days allowed under the provisions of a Declaration of

Emergency.
Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and
56:171 et seq, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts
the following emergency rule. A Declaration of Emergency is
necessary to regulate the importation of white-tailed deer into
Louisiana past the January 1, 1998 expiration of the current
Declaration of Emergency which bans importation of white-tailed
deer. Permanent rules regulating importation have been developed.
These new rules and this Declaration of Emergency will allow
regulated importation of white-tailed deer in a manner which will
allow monitoring and tracking of imports and will minimize threats
of disease introduction into Louisiana. This Declaration of
Emergency will provide for regulated importation until the
permanent rule is adopted.

This rule will supplant any prior Declaration of Emergency
adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission pertaining to
importation of white-tailed deer that is in effect on the effective
date of this Declaration of Emergency.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White-tailed Deer Importation

A. Definitions



White-tailéd deer: For purposes of this rule means any
animal of the species Qdocoileus virginianus.

B. Permits. No .person shall import, or cause to be
imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
first notifying the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
obtaining a current permit number. The permit number shall be
included on the certificate of veterinary inspection and shall
accompany the shipment of white-tailed deer. The permit number and
certificate of veterinary inspection shall be made available to
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel upon request.

C. Import Restrictions

1. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer from the States of cCalifornia, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York,

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any
white-tailed deer that have been confined within these states, or
have been in direct contact with deer of any species from these
states, within 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
brucellosis in accordance with the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service. Until such time as the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are published, all white-tailed
deer six months of age and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
negative for brucellosis within 30 days prior to entry into
Louisiana, and written proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
white-tailed deer originate from a herd which has been officially
declared a certified brucellosis free herd by the state of origin.

4. No person shall import, or cause to be imported, any
white-tailed deer for release into the wild or into any enclosure
not specifically licensed for the possession of white-tailed deer.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.
Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .
Daniel Babin
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Chairman
NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing importation of white-tailed deer into Louisiana.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White-tailed Deer Importation

A. Definitions

White-tailed deer: For purposes of this rule means any

animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus.
B. Permits. No person shall import, or cause to be

imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
first notifying the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
obtaining a current permit number. The permit number shall be
included on the certificate of veterinary inspection and shall
accompany the shipment of white-tailed deer. The permit number and
certificate of veterinary inspection shall be made available to
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel upon request.

C. Import Restrictions
1. No person‘shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer from the States of cCalifornia, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York,

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any
white-tailed deer that have been confined within these states, or
have been in direct contact with deer of any species from these
states, within 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection

Service.



3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
brucellosis in accordance with the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
' Service. Until such time as the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are published, all white-tailed
deer six months of age and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
negative for brucellosis within 30 days prior to entry into
ILouisiana, and written proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
white-tailed deer originate from a herd which has been officially
declared a certified brucellosis free herd by the state of origin.

4. No person shall import, or cause to be imported, any
white-tailed deer for release into the wild or into any enclosure
not specifically licensed for the possession of white-tailed deer.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final 1rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, wWildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, until
4:30 p. m., February 2, 1998. '

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Fred Kimmel also handled the Declaration of Emergency &
Notice of Intent for Hunting of Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer,
Exotic Deer & Antelope. A Declaration of Emergency acted upon at
the October 1997 Meeting set the seasons for farm raised white-
tailed deer and exotics. The new Declaration of Emergency and
Notice of Intent addresses some additional issues such as
definitions, seasons, methods of take, shooting hours, bag limits,
hunting permits, and tagging of each deer. This Declaration of
Emergency will supplant the previous emergency rule. Commissioner
Gattle asked about shotguns and using a shoulder rest. Then he
asked how did the 150 acres and 2500 acres figures come about? Mr.
Don Puckett stated Senator Cain requested there be a minimum size
on the pens, but he did not know where those figures came from.
Mr. Kimmel read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the
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Resolution. Commissioner McCall made a motion accepting the
Resolution. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it passed
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution,
Declaration of Emergency and Notice
of Intent is made a part of the
record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

December 4, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge
LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has
been given certain authority to regulate farm-raised
white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, raised
for commercial purposes, and

the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
(LDAF) has developed rules pertaining to farm-raised
white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, and

these rules will allow for the raising, propagation, and
hunting of imported exotic deer and antelope, elk, and
farm-raised white-tailed deer within the confines of pens
specified by LDAF rules and regulations and approved by
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and

the authority to establish hunting seasons has been
vested with the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission exclusively, and

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached Declaration of Emergency
to establish hunting seasons and regulations for farm-
raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will

begin the formal rulemaking processes to implement this
Declaration of Emergency as a permanent rule.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries : La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under Authority of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Section 7, LSA 36:601 et seq., 56:115, 56:171 et
seq. and 56:651 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby adopts the following emergency rule. A Declaration of
Emergency is necessary to allow for the hunting of farm-raised
white-tailed deer and exotics in the absence of permanent rules.
A Declaration of Emergency was adopted on October 2, 1997 but will
expire before the permanent rule can take effect. This Declaration
of Emergency will provide continuous regulation of farm-raised
white-tailed deer and exotic hunting until the ratification of
permanent rules.

This Declaration of Emergency will supplant any prior
Declaration of Emergency adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission pertaining to hunting of farm-raised deer and exotics
that is in effect on the effective date of this Declaration of
Emergency.

~Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§109. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics
A, Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of
the family Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor greater
than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and
Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Qdoceoileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres
nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current
Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
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Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: October 1, 1997-
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 1997 - December 31, 1998.

3. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics may be
taken with longbow (including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not
larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest,
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must
load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using
black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or
bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

4, The use of dogs to take farm-raised white~tailed
deer or exotics is prohibited.

5. A Farm-Raising licensee may kill farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the enclosure for which he is licensed at
anytime during daylight hours after proper notice is given as
required by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry Alternative
Livestock Rules.

C. Shooting Hours. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics may be hunted one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

D. Bag Limit
1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No limit.
2. Exotics: No limit.

E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon
being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with
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a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. Except as otherwise specified
herein, all of the provisions of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possession of white-tailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:171 et seq. and 56:651 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

Daniel Babin
Chairman

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seqg., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing hunting of farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotic
deer and antelope.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part xix. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§109. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics
A. Definitions
Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of
the family Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor greater
than 2500 acres, to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and

Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
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limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Odocojileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres
nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current
Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: October 1, 1997 -
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 1997 - December 31, 1998.

3. Farm-raised white~tailed deer and exotics may be
taken with longbow (including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not
larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest,
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must
load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using
black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or
bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

4. The use of dogs to take farm-raised white-tailed
deer or exotics is prohibited.

5. A Farm-Raising licensee may kill farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the enclosure for which he is licensed at
anytime during daylight hours after proper notice is given as
required by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry Alternative
Livestock Rules.

C. Shooting Hours. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics may be hunted one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

D. Bag Limit

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No limit.
2. Exotics: No limit.
E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take

any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
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Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon
being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with
a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries .
Commission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. Except as otherwise specified
herein, all of the provisions of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife ‘and Fisheries Commission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possession of white-tailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:171 et seq. and 56:651 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
70898-9000, until 4:30 p.m. February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

The next item, Declaration of Emergency to Adjust Daily Sack
Limit for Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove was handled by
Mr. Ron Dugas. Two requests from Legislators from the Cameron and
Calcasieu area were asking the Commission to increase the daily
take limit from 10 sacks to 15 sacks. The staff has no problem
with the increase from a resource standpoint with there being an
abundant supply, stated Mr. Dugas. Chairman Babin asked if there
was any down side risk? Mr. Dugas stated some people fear an
increase in the daily take will decrease the price per sack. A
similar request has been made to the Commission for the past six
years. Commissioner McCall stated he has been approached by
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fishermen that want it left alone and one buyer that wants the
increase. All agree that the oysters from the area are becoming
too large and they are having problems selling them. Commissioner
McCall then recommended increasing the daily take limit to 15
sacks, try to cull some of the larger oysters and not extend the
season as has been requested in the past. Chairman Babin asked
what action did the Commission take over the last six years? Mr.
Dugas explained the problem with the larger oysters and with the
-possibility of health closures, the resource needed to be utilized.
Commissioner McCall made a motion to inc¢rease the daily take to 15
sacks. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gattle and it
passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency is made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER DAILY TAKE LIMIT

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the Calcasieu Lake Public Oyster
Grounds have been surveyed and samples indicate that
there is a significant harvestable oyster resource on the
public grounds, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25) (a) allows the Commission to set daily take
limits, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that effective December 4, 1997 and for
the remainder of the 1997/98 oyster season in Calcasieu
Lake, the daily take limit shall be fifteen (15) one and
one-half bushel sacks per boat per day.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 and under the
authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), notice is hereby given that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that additional oyster
resources could be utilized in Calcasieu Lake and hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:
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- Effective December 4, 1997 and for the remainder of the 1997-
98 oyster season in Calcasieu Lake, the daily take limit shall be
15 one and one-half bushel sacks per boat per day.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mrs. Karen Foote began the next item, Declaration of Emergency
- Request from National Marine Fisheries Service for Compatible
Recreational Red Snapper Closure by asking Mr. Harry Blanchet to
provide background information. She then stated she would follow
Mr. Blanchet and speak against the Resolution. Mr. Blanchet stated
one of the provisions of the Magnuson Act requires a recreational
quota rather than a recreational allocation for red snapper. In
August 1997, this new regulation went into effect. Word was
received from National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) last month
to close the red snapper fishery in state waters. The only other
time a recreational fishery was closed occurred a few years back
with king mackerel. Louisiana has relatively little harvest of red
snapper from state waters. Mr. Blanchet stated the states of
Alabama, Florida and Texas were not closing their waters, but
Mississippi is-closing their waters. The data received was based
on an accumulation from three different surveys of recreational
harvest. The Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution
was read by Mr. Blanchet.

Mrs. Karen Foote stated three reasons for not closing the
season. These included: an insignificant harvest of red snapper
from state waters; the federal closure was based on a recent change
in the Magnuson Act and did not provide funding or an adequate data
collection system; and the staff feels there are better ways to
manage a recreational fishery other than a quota. Commissioner
Hanchey asked what did Texas do? Mrs. Foote answered Texas did not
close their waters. Commissioner Gisclair asked how many miles
does Texas recognize as compared to the other gulf states? Then he
stated the quota of 4.47 million pounds was reached recreationally
and the National Marine Fisheries Service has to close the season.
Commissioner Gisclair asked if the new regulation came from NMFS's
last meeting? Mrs. Foote stated early figures showed the quota
would not be reached, but then at a meeting in November, Dr. Andy
Kemmerer announced they would close the season on November 27.
Commissioner Gisclair asked who serves on the Gulf Council from the
Department? Mrs. Foote stated she serves for the Department and
the closure issue was not up for discussion. Then she stated Dr.
Kemmerer requested, by letter, for each state to consider adopting
compatible regulations. Commissioner Gattle asked if 95 percent of
the red snappers are caught outside the 3-mile limit and what is
the total recreational catch of red snapper from the docks? Then
he asked if there was the possibility of catching only 5,000 more
pounds from state waters during the month of December? Mrs. Foote
answered yes. Commissioner Gattle asked what was the current
status of red snapper, to which Mrs. Foote stated it was in an
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overfished condition. Then Commissioner Gattle asked if there was
a red snapper recovery plan in place and if the plan was on track?
Mrs. Foote stated there is a plan but it is not on track because of
the definition of overfishing being changed. Chairman Babin asked
for Enforcement's opinion of keeping one area open when federal
waters are closed? Lt. Col. Charlie Clark stated it would be
easier to enforce the closure if the state waters were also closed.
Commissioner Gisclair stated the Commission has gone along with
other closures to help make enforcement easier. Commissioner
Gattle felt charterboat captains would not Jjeopardize their
licenses if they went out and fished red snapper during the closed
season. Commissioner Gisclair stated this is a significant issue
especially from an enforcement standpoint. Commissioner Gattle
stated there is a lot of difference in poundage between commercial
and recreational catches. Chairman Babin stated the Commission has
always gone along with the Federal regulations and the main key
used was Mrs. Foote's reference to red snapper being overfished.
He then stated Louisiana's waters should be closed. Commissioner
Cormier stated he would try to do what was right and there was no
great significance in closing the waters for just three weeks.
With it being the holiday season, Commissioner Cormier felt there
would not be much fishing going on. Commissioner Gisclair stated
the 4.47 million pound gquota is part of the recovery plan.
Commissioner Gattle stated the Commission should spend its time
handling a significant situation that could jeopardize a fishery.
He did not agree that the potential 5,000 pounds or the 3 week
period of time should be acted upon by the Commission. Chairman
Babin asked Mr. Blanchet to read the Therefore Be It Resolved
portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to
leave the season as it is and to disregard the Resolution. This
motion was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. Chairman Babin
restated the motion by Commissioner Hanchey that the red snapper
season in state waters would not close. The motion passed with
opposition from Commissioner Gisclair and Chairman Babin.

The next item on the agenda, 1998 Turkey Regulations, was
handled by Mr. Dave Morrison. He stated there was a minor error in
the regulations passed at the 1last Commission Meeting. The
Ouachita Parish description in Area B was wrong and the correct
description was read by Mr. Morrison. He asked the Commission to
approve the correct wording so it could match the turkey pamphlet.
A two-thirds vote was needed to suspend the rules in order for
action to be taken on this item. Commissioner Cormier made a
motion to suspend the rules and add it to the agenda. Commissioner
Gisclair seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.
Then Chairman Babin asked for a motion to change the language for
Ouachita Parish. Commissioner Cormier made the motion and it was
seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. This motion also passed with no
opposition.
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The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for November was given by
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during the month of November.

Region I - Minden - 95 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 124 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 180 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 190 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 190 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 95 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 187 citations.

Regiqn VIII - New Orleans - 130 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 201 citations.

SWEP - 30 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 161 citations.

Seafood Investigative Unit ~ 5 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 65 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of
November was 1,392.

The aviation report for November 1997 showed enforcement
pilots flew three airplanes a total of 60.3 hours for enforcement
and 34.9 hours for other divisions.

chairman Babin then asked for Division Reports. Mr. Phil
Bowman stated there would be two reports from the Fur & Refuge
Division. Mr. Noel Kinler would handle the nutria project and Mr.
Edmond Mouton would brief the Commission on the possibility of
establishing a wintering site for the whooping crane.

Mr. Noel Kinler gave a slide presentation on Nutria Harvest
for Wetlands Restoration. Nutria, a native of South America, were
brought into the United States in the 1930's and then into
Louisiana by Mr. E. A. MclIlhenny in 1937. During a hurricane in
1940, approximately 150 escaped and eventually populated themselves
around Avery Island. The ability to control aquatic pest plants by
the nutria caused these animals to be moved around the state. The
marshes of Maryland is the only other area where nutria are causing
habitat damage. During the 1950's, the population of nutria was
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estimated to be 20 million and causing damage to agricultural
lands, rice fields and sugar cane crops. The population remained
unchecked until the 1960's when a fur market was developed for
nutria. From 1960 until mid-1980's, the nutria harvest averaged 1
million until a change occurred in the fur industry and the harvest
dropped. Over the last 7 or 8 years, the average harvest has been
less than 500,000 nutria and this has caused very significant
habitat damage in coastal areas. Funding from the Barataria
Terrebonne Estuary program allowed for surveys between the
Atchafalaya River and the Mississippi River. In 1993, surveys .
showed there was an estimated 10 to 15,000 acres of habitat damage.
The same area was surveyed in 1996 and the damage increased from
15,000 acres to 20,000 acres. Several coastal area slides showed
damage caused by nutria. Mr. Kinler explained nutria habitat
damage and how it affects the marshes. A series of slides
displaying an enclosure nutria could not get into on Salvador WMA
and the results were shown. The Louisiana Fur & Alligator Council
has always searched for ways to utilize nutria other than the fur
market. One such possibility was using nutria meat as a human food
source. The National Marine Fisheries Service asked the Department
to develop a project that could be submitted to the Coastal
Restoration Planning, Protection & Restoration (CWPPRA) Task Force
for possible funding. The project included developing a market for
human consumption and developing a market for pay incentives to
trappers and processors. The Task Force approved the project and
provided $400,000 for the plan thus far. Mr. Kinler explained the
three main segments of the project which included developing a
market for nutria meat; coastwide herbivory survey; and an
incentive payment for trappers and processors. The different
agencies involved 1in the project included the Departments of
Wildlife and Fisheries, Health and Human Resources, and Agriculture
and Forestry. Two points for the project are to initiate a system
to elevate the value of the nutria which will create an incentive
for the trappers to go into the marsh to harvest the nutria and
then identify the areas of damage by conducting surveys.

Mr. Corky Perret asked what the nutria population is today?
Mr. Kinler stated in ideal marsh habitat conditions, the population
could be as high as 18 nutria per acre and 9 per acre in brackish
marsh conditions. Chairman Babin asked Mr. Kinler if he was from
the New Iberia Office? Commissioner Hanchey asked Mr. Kinler if he
had ever eaten nutria? Mr. Kinler stated yes and that it was
similar to wild rabbit. Commissioner McCall asked if there were
other markets for nutria besides human consumption? Mr. Kinler
stated they do sell nutria for alligator feed. Then Commissioner
McCall asked if there was a possibility of nutria being available
for dog and cat food? Mr. Kinler answered there is a potential
there. Commissioner Cormier asked about the refrigeration and
longevity of the nutria? Mr. Kinler stated with quick vacuum pack
and freezing, nutria could be preserved for an extended period of

time.
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Mr. Edmond Mouton stated Dr. John Cannon would give a slide
presentation on the Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project. He
began stating his project was to identify potential wintering sites
for new populations of whooping cranes. Funding for the project
comes from government agencies as well as private sources. The
whooping crane is the tallest bird in North America standing about
5 feet tall and weighing about 15 pounds. Currently there are 169
wild whooping cranes living in the world. However there have been
some introductions of cranes that were breed in captivity.
Favorite food of the cranes are crabs, but they will eat mussels
and small snails and even a little vegetation. Family groups
generally stay together both on the wintering grounds and the
nesting grounds. The young birds have cinnamon colored plumage.
The study hopefully will find a place to introduce a new population
of migratory cranes. The objectives of the project are to develop
a site suitable for up to 100 mnigrating whooping cranes and
establishing a migrating route. A detailed site selection criteria
has been developed based on the needs of the cranes. Dr. Cannon
stated he has talked to people from governmental agencies, state
wildlife agencies, private organizations and individual experts on
crane biology and habitat. Twenty possible sites have been visited
and a report was submitted to the Whooping Crane Recovery Teanmn.
Then Dr. Cannon explained the habits of the crane as well as the
requirements for a site. The number one criteria for choosing a
site is making sure there is local and state support. Five sites
were visited in Louisiana and these included Sabine National
Wildlife Refuge, Rockefeller Refuge, privately owned marshes of the
Amoco Corporation, Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary and Marsh Island. Of
the twenty sites visited, only two ranked higher than the rest.
The first was Louisiana's Marsh Island area and the other is along
the Gulf Coast of Florida. Research will continue on the two top
sites. Also migration routes and training of the birds will be
researched. Several slides were shown on migration training. The
goal of the recovery plan is to have two more self-sustaining
populations in addition to the wild population. Chairman Babin
stated his first experience with the Endangered Species Act was
with the whooping crane.

Mr. Mark Schexnayder then gave a Report on Status of Shrimp in
Zone 1. At the August 1997 Meeting, the Commission gave the
Secretary authority to extend the shrimp season if biological and
technical information warranted it. Several requests have been
received to extend the season in Zone 1. Samples from Zone 1
showed catch per effort was 4.8 as compared to an average over the
past five years of 2.76 and the average size of the shrimp is 80 to
100 count. Mr. Schexnayder stated Lake Pontchartrain samples still
had 16 to 20 count and 36 to 40's ranging from some catches of zero
to 20 to 120 pounds per day. The Department will continue
providing information from samples and interviews with the
shrimpers to the Secretary. Chairman Babin asked with the season
closing on December 14, does the Secretary have to give a 72 hour
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notice? Then Chairman Babin asked if there were any public
comments.

Mr. George Barisich thanked the Commission for placing this
item on the agenda. He stated there are harvestable sized shrimp
in certain areas of Zone 1 and asked for a one month extension to
utilize the available product. The request poses no enforcement
problem, stated Mr. Barisich. He asked the Commission to pass a
resolution requesting the Secretary extend the shrimp season for at
least one month. :

An unidentified speaker, a commercial fisherman asking for the
one month extension, stated he knew there could be two or three
major warming spells between December and January whereby the
shrimp show up again. He also stated the shrimp are marketable and
again asked for the one month extension. Chairman Babin stated he
spoke to Mr. Schexnayder last week and asked him to talk with the
dealers in the area. He then stated the samples would continue
through the next week so the Secretary has all available
information and if warranted, the Department will make a
recommendation.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided
to hold the April 1998 Meeting on Thursday, April 2, 1997 beginning
at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
Each December a Commission member's term expires and this year it
is Commissioner Gisclair. Chairman Babin stated Commissioner
Gisclair has served well for six years and has been a friend of his
and the commercial industry. He then expressed his appreciation to
Commissioner Gisclair on behalf of the Commission and Louisiana and
presented him with a plagque. Commissioner Gisclair stated it has
been a pleasure serving on the Commission. He thanked the staff
and Department heads noting the help he has received from
Enforcement as well as Mrs. Susan Hawkins. Having Mr. Joe Herring
and Mr. Corky Perret at the meeting was a nice surprise, stated
Commissioner Gisclair. The Commission is charged with protecting
the resource and he felt everyone on the Commission has worked
toward that goal. There have been some disagreements and some of
these have been voiced and sometimes to no avail. One of his
disagreements was when a resource was brought back and how it was
distributed and who got what part of the resource. Two words from
Title 56, “fair and equitable”, were not acted upon in some of the
issues considered and voted on by both the Commission and the
Department's Secretary. Commissioner Gisclair hoped everyone
continues working together. He gave himself an “A" for effort, but
from the commercial fishing industry he gave himself a “C-". He
cited the red snapper issue from this meeting as an example of not
being “fair and equitable”. He stated this has been a learning
experience for him and he has met people he probably never would
have met. 1In closing, Commissioner Gisclair recommended to the
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other Commissioners they put per diem and mileage in the budget.
He thanked everyone again for the plaque and stated it has been a
pleasure. Chairman Babin stated it has been a pleasure to serve
with Commissioner Gisclair.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Hanchey. ,

JHJ :sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISTIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, December 4, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Norman McCall
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Tom Gattle

Chairman Babin recognized
Department, former Secretary
Secretary Corky Perret.

Chairman Babin calle;
November 6, 1997 cCommissi
made by Commissioner Co;
The motion passed with

Agent /EnfB: ent Division selects an agent of
Z”443 the yé nﬂgﬁperformance evaluation, the type of
/! —Cases "t afess1onal attltude, and thedr voluntary

training.®
il

sen,for—that=award..—The¢ agent is then
Association Meetlng to be recognizedyp
mntroduced Lt. Jeff Mayne as the Agent of the
with a plaque from the Southeastern. Lt.
r of the Special Investigative Unit and was
pri arlly respongibt¥e for creating the Unit. His career began in
hired as a student and in 1991 he became a
Chairman Babin congratulated Lt. Mayne and

ion of HCR 33 with Representatives from Mississippi
3 @ of Marine Resources began with Chairman Babin
introducing Dr. Andy Martinolich and Mr. Glade Woods from
Mississippi. He then asked Mr. Corky Perret to come forward to
begin the discussion. Mr. Perret asked his regards be extended to
Secretary Jenkins since he was not at the meeting. The Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources was created approximately 3% years
ago as a spin off of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks. Providing a brief background, Mr. Perret



stated on March 29, 1994, former Secretary Herring and others met
with Mississippi's Commission and Department to discuss issues of
mutual concern. One of the problems resolved was an understanding
of common boundary lakes. A meeting was held several months back
between Mr. Perret, Mr. Woods, Mr. John Roussel, Mr. Mike Landrum,
a Mississippi Commissioner and charter boat operators to discuss
charter boat fees. House Concurrent Resolution 33 urged
Louisiana's Commission to enter into a reciprocal license:
on saltwater recreational angling. The Missisgippid€
unanimously approved their Department to meet i
discuss such regulations. Commissiong
instructed his staff to see what could ci
regulations and go to the Mississippii
Mississippi Commission on Marine Resou
reciprocal license agreement. Curre
annual saltwater angling license is §
This charge could be reduced to a
Perret. If the Mississippi Legisla e authority to the
Mississippi Commission to enter int i i
agreement and if Louisiana agreed, the_ Mls'
properly licensed Louisiana anglers
Mr. Perret stated there were 58 that bought a
Mississippi saltwater angling He concluded
stating he would appreciate a tg'an agreement being
reached.

would recognize
nd vice versa.

Commissioner Gattle asgked M explain the difference
‘fee. Commissioner McCall
Louisiana waters and are
s. Janis Landry if she knew
¥ that buy Louisiana licenses?
.on was not available. Chairman
an open dialogue between the two
é&d to see what action the Mississippi
panses. Mr. Perret asked Chairman Babin
a Mississippi license if they would

Chairman Babin answered no, not at
t then suggested both states charge $20 for
&ense. Chairman Babin then stated it could
wanted more input from the License Section and
efore making a recommendatlon. Commissioner

asked how many Mississ
charged $70° Chai ]

nses sold and see what state the fisherman came from.
* Gisclair asked if the licenses turned in from each

f"’ﬁé "broken down into classification? Then he asked thatAv/

when the licenses come in from now ongthat—a program be created>
that would generate this type information. Mrs. Landry stated the
staff is not available to do this type of data entry. Chairman
Babin stated this issue creates a problem for them as a Commission.
He then agreed with Commissioner Gisclair and stated he would like
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to know how many licenses are sold. The number of 1licenses
available for sale are too numerous, stated Chairman Babin, and
there was a need to look at simplifying them and possibly making
more llcenses reciprocal with other states. Commissioner Cormier

< —asked where “éid the information former Undersecretary Fred Prejean

provided the Commission that showed the expected amount of revenues
from license sales! Mrs. Landry stated they have a total for non-
resident licenses sold, but do not have a breakdown for eash state.
Commissioner Gattle stated this will probably leag, g.mputerlzed
licensing in the future. Chairman Babin asked ’ML§“1551pp1 had
point of sale system? Commissioner Gisclag ’ .was told the
Department did surveys on the sociocec wstudies and
asked if the answers could be obtain

John Roussel stated Mrs. Landry is cor

state there were 33 M1551551pp1ans
bought other gear licenses to do r 3
Mississippi commercial fishermen that
Mr. Roussel suggested this should be %0
fashion. Mr. Perret reminded the Commisst
the saltwater license. Chairman Ba

need a lot more information befor

@ommission will
r into any kind

of agreement. He then asked the nt to: rovide additional
information by the February 199 Me: Perret stated he
understood the Commission's asked if it would be
falr to conclude that the CQ ested in working with

stated the staff from
with representatives from
were 28,000 non-resident
year. Mr. Perret concluded
nt licenses in one year. Mr.
er gulde pamphlet for the Commission's
¥illion stated his office will put more

others later on.
Mississippi will be
Louisiana. Mr.
flshlng slcenses

_ v'he requested the next item, Discussion
se Fees, be placed on the agenda so he could
of the license fees. He asked Mrs. Landry

*required of a non-resident that~ comes to

) igh *on a charterboat. Mrs. Landry stated the
fisherman could urchase either a season license, trip license or
: “¥icket. Most people are buying the charter trip
wof its low cost ($2.50). Chairman Babin asked if
~could check to make sure the fishermen are buying
‘&kets like they should? Commissioner Gattle asked if
érboat captain was required to keep track of who licenses
are sold to and then asked how often are the books turned into the
Department? Chairman Babin explained since charterboats are not
required to record their catch, there was no way of knowing if the
number of tickets sold matches the trips the charterboats have.
Then he asked how much money was generated from the ticket? Also
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he asked if the number of tickets sold means federal dollars for
this Department? Mrs. Landry stated vyes. Commissioner MccCall
asked if the number of licenses are going down? She stated the
number of trip licenses sold did go down due to the availability of
charterboat tickets. Commissioner Gisclair asked how much would a
non-resident pay if he stopped at Wal-Mart to buy a license to fish
on a charterboat? Mrs. Landry stated it would cost $43. Then
Commissioner Gisclair stated he has heard complalntsxirom non-
residents who are legal and the charterboat capﬁgln g“&s I could
have sold you a license for $2.50. ﬁéit not all
charterboat captains were offering the 1li

there was too much disparity between thes
license. Commissioner Gisclair asked
which Mrs. Landry answered it was $2.

t»“é'

had no control over the licenses while§
on the water. Chairman Babin stated

catches are recorded. Chairman Bab
more information on this

stated Mrs. Landry.
could be con81dered

pecifics should be included
such as 3 be no longer than 12 hours.
Mr. Rou&sel L y#rterboat license bill came into

for only $2.50. Mr. Roussel reminded
ense only applies to non-residents and
. Commissioner Cormier asked if there

ng a weekend or holiday and the Department
Babin stated this must be a nightmare for
efe was a need to clean up this Act during the
ession.

lon of Emergency and Notice of Intent on Importation

‘'ed Deer was handled by Mr. Fred Kimmel. During the

97 Meeting, the Commission issued a ban on importation
#¥tailed deer into Louisiana. The two reasons for this

act were explained by Mr. Kimmel. Most of the issues have been
resolved and the packet to be considered today would allow for
importation with some restrictions. These restrictions 1ncludeﬁfﬁf—\
requiring a permit before importation occurs, prohibitlng
importation from 10 states based on health concerns, providing

4



proof of negative testing for tuberculosis and brucellosis, and
prohibiting the importation of white-tailed deer for release into
the wild or into any unlicensed enclosures. Mr. Kimmel stated this
Declaration of Emergency will supplant the previous emergency rule
on importation. The Department of Agriculture and Forestry has
supported the provisions in this Declaration of Emergency except
for the restriction on importing from certain states.

Commissioner Gattle asked if the permit for % porgﬁ’lon would
be issued by the Department of Agrlculture and; R ”try and the
veterinary certificate would be availa partment of
Wildlife and Fisheries upon request? plalned the
procedure to be followed for importing deer Fi 3 requlréﬂ
veterinary certificate. Commissione i
veterinarian certificate be certif
origin. Dr. Maxwell Lea with the D
Forestry explained health certificat
USDA accredited veterinarians. The in
is verified by the State where it j
certificate accompanies the animals “%hi
Kimmel read the Therefore Be It Re
Commissioner McCall made a motiopn

on the certificate
and the original
ported. Mr. Fred
the Resolution.
olution and it
abin then opened

na Animal Advocates,
began reminding the Com ssionpg nt them 10 pages of
information he obtainet i The law, as it was
originally written, wa the importation of exotic
deer and antelope f ig them as livestock and not
pke with a representative from
fe and Parks and she explained
having. He then read a statement
Fish Commission which has banned any
. type animals. The imminent peril
nt of Agriculture's Declaration of
the importation of diseased animals,
en ‘went on to say this type s1tuatlon should

e of the knowledge he has gained over the past
on this subject. Chairman Babin stated the
mandated the Commission and Department to develop
dtions and they were trying to address some of the
He then directed Mr. Wood to speak with Mr. Johnnie
Tarver. Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Wood if he knew who the
author of the bill was and then stated that was the person he
needed to contact.



Hearing no further comments, the Resolution passed with no
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution,
Declaration of Emergency and Notice
of Intent is made a part of the
record.)

RESOLUTION

Commission at its regular Commission
LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of A
been given certain authori#
white-tailed deer raised f& purposes, and,

WHEREA8, the Louisiana Depart *and Fisheries
maintains authority ite-tailed deer in
exhibits, game parks , ildéwhite-tailed deer,
and i

WHEREAS, griculture and Forestry
ertaining to farm-raised
WHEREAS, . i he raising, propagation, and

importation of white-tailed deer ©poses a

gal exploitation, disease introduction and genetic
ion, and

*equlated and undocumented importation of white-tailed
r also poses a threat to human health, and

WHE 8, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries are
charged with the protection and management of Louisiana's
wild deer which provide over 3.7 million days of



recreation and over $284,000,000 in economic benefits to
Louisiana's citizens annually, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached Declaration of Emergency
regulating importation of white-tailed deer, and,

Emergency.
Daniel J. Babin, Chairman Jam
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La
Commission Fi

Department of Wildlife:
Wildlife and Fisherias

In accordance with the eme

Yf R.S. 49:953(B)

of the Administrative Procedure Ac g;r'authorlty of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Sec. 7: : F0)5 and (15), 56:20 and
56:171 et seq, the Wildlife and Fi gimission hereby adopts
the following emergency, ration of Emergency is
necessary to regulate & i i f white-tailed deer into

Loulslana past the J

ito Louisiana. This Declaration of
r regulated importation until the

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds

§117. White-tailed Deer Importation

7



A. Definitions

White~tailed deer: For purposes of this rule means any
animal of the species Qdocoileus virginianus.

B. Permits. No person shall import, or cause to be
imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
flrst notlfylng the Department of Agrlculture and Fo_estry and

shall be

- ] and shall

accompany the shipment of white-tailed deeg v t number and
certificate of veterlnary 1nspect10n =) i o vallable tQ

C. Inport Restrictions

1. No person shall import 1
white-tailed deer from the States Jlifornia, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, : sey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyomfng. 3
white-tailed deer that have been confined w
have been in direct contact wit “ies from these
states, within 180 days of entp d

2. No person sh
white-tailed deer without
Tuberculosis in accordanc 18
Cervidae Uniform Meth SR s published by the U.S.
' - Plant Health Inspection

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
gme as the Brucellosis Eradication in
ds and Rules are published, all white-tailed
and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
sis within 30 days prior to entry into
tén proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
* originate from a herd which has been officially

ed’deer for release into the wild or into any enclosure
ically licensed for the possession of white-tailed deer.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

8



Daniel Babin
Chairman

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.,
Commission does hereby give notice of
rules governing importation of white-tag
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FIX
Part V. Wild Quadrupeds aj d Birds

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White-tailed Deer Importatis

A. Definitions

import, or cause to be
State of Louisiana without
griculture and Forestry and
The permit number shall be

B. Permits. )
imported, whlte-talle

ite-tailed deer. The permit number and
nspection shall be made available to

NG p on shall import or cause to be imported any
-tailed de *from the States of California, Colorado,
aware, Michigan, New Jersey, New  York,
iode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any
er that have been confined within these states, or
#direct contact with deer of any species from these
'in 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.



Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
brucellosis in accordance with the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health xnspectlon
Service. Until such time as the Brucellosisy Era ﬁ-catlon in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are publlshed ] 1.3
deer six months of age and older entering & §
negative for brucellosis within 30 &

white-tailed deer originate from a hei
declared a certified brucellosis free |

4. No person shall import,
white-tailed deer for release into the
not specifically licensed for the possgs hite-tailed deer.

1

Authority Note: Promulgated in
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) apd
Historical Note: Promulgat
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fish

The secretary of the
authorized to take any
Commission to promulgatg :
the final rule, inclug ¥
fiscal and economic 1m‘ the filing of the notice of
intent & : reparation of reports and
correspin : ; government.

steps on'behalf of the
his notice of intent and
the filing of the

trator, Wildlife Division, Department
98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, until

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency acted upon at
97 Meeting set the seasons for farm raised white-
and exotics. The new Declaration of Emergency and

T Intent addresses some additional issues such as
deflnltlons seasons, methods of take, shooting hours, bag limits,
hunting permlts, and tagging of each deer. This Declaration of
Emergency will supplant the previous emergency rule. Commissioner
Gattle asked about shotguns and using a shoulder rest. Then he
asked how did the 150 acres and 2500 acres figures come about? Mr.

10



Don Puckett stated Senator Cain requested there be a minimum size
on the pens, but he did not know where those figures came from.
Mr. Kimmel read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the
Resolution. Commissioner McCall made a motion accepting the
Resolution. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it passed
with no opposition.

s

(The full text of the Rgsolution,
Declaration of Emey
of Intent 1s madi

record.)

art of the

RESOLUTION
LOUISTANA WILDLIFE AND FIS

December 4,

The following was adopted by the Louis: dlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission &
LA, December 4, 1997. k

d Forestry has
ate farm-raised
antelope, raised

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Departmen
been given certain
white-tailed deer,

for commercial pu

WHEREAS, griculture and Forestry
(LDAF) ertaining to farm-raised
white-tailed ‘c deer and antelope, and

he raising, propagation, and
t1c deer and antelope, elk, and
e-tailed deer within the confines of pens
AF rules and regulations and approved by

establish hunting seasons has been
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
clusively, and

OLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
on adopts the attached Declaration of Emergency

FORE BE IT
Commis

HER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will
begin the formal rulemaking processes to implement this
Declaration of Emergency as a permanent rule.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

11



La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

+49:953 (B)
ority of LSA
5, 56:171 et
5, Commission
; gt

In accordance with the emergency provisions af R.
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and underg At
Const. Art. IX, Section 7, LSA 36.601 et
seq. and 56:651 et seqg., the Wildlife
hereby adopts the following emergency
Emergency is necessary to allow for ;
white-tailed deer and exotics in the
A Declaration of Emergency was adopted;
expire before the permanent rule can ta
of Emergency will provide continuous*™ tion of farm-ralsed
white-tailed deer and exotic huntln 3

permanent rules.

i

ant any prior
e and Fisheries
deer and exotics

This Declaration of Emergs
Declaration of Emergency adop
Commission pertaining to hun
that is in effect on the e
Emergency.

Chapter=

§109.

the enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
#+fe and Flsherles. Exotics shall include, but are not
llmlted to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm-Raised White-~tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is

12



introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres
nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current
Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer:
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1,

3. Farm-raised white-tail
taken with longbow (including compound
larger than a 10 gauge fired from t:
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; ha
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzlelo fles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge . all of which must
load exclusively from the muzzle or #% cyllnder, using
black powder or an approved subst
bullet projectile, including sabo

4, The use of do ised white-tailed

deer or exotics is prohibit

"kill farm-raised white-
hich he is licensed at
roper notice is given as
e and Forestry Alternative

5. A Farm-Ra
tailed deer within the
anytime during dayllg
required by the Departm
Livestock; Rules.

Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics ; half hour before sunrise to one-half hour

sed White-tailed Deer: No linit.

‘'cs: No limit.

Huntifig Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
isedsBeer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
‘and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
##ed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

13



F. Tagging. Each farm raised white~tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon
being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with
a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Flsherles
Commission's rules shall also apply. 3

Authority Note: Promulgated in ac
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:17
Historical Note: Promulgated by th
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Compiss

ns of the Administrative
he Wildlife and Fisheries

In accordance w
Procedure Act, R.S

Commlissig of its intent to promulgate
rules sed white-tailed deer and exotic
deer &

LIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
er 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons

Farm-Rai White-tailed Deer and Exotics

nitions

xotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of
the famlly Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor dreater
than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and

14



Forestry for thé enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm~Raised White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Qdocoileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less thani}50 acres
nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided thaj’h current
Farm-Raising License has been issued by thi Déﬁhrtment of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosurej.
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tai
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 0% Soember 31, 199s8.

exotics may be

3. Farm-raised white-te
: Vi shotguns not

taken with longbow (including com
larger than a 10 gauge fired
loaded with buckshot or riflec
than 22 caliber centerfire;
caliber minimum, or shotgun

fles or pistols, 44

er, all of which must
d ball cyllnder, using
only, and using ball or

tirs after proper notice 1is given as
f Agriculture and Forestry Alternative

Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No limit.
2. Exotics: No limit.
E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a

Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department

15



of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deeqﬁbr exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antlerigmmed@a ely upon
being killed and before being moved from the site 1e kill with

tag shall remain with the carcass at
tagging and identification requirements
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and
Commission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. s
herein, all of the provisions of Title e Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife and Fig Lommission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possessién of ailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed 7

Authority Note: Promulgat
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:118&
Historical Note: Promulgs
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fis

1imited to, the filing of the
ents, the filing of the notice of
he preparation of reports and
gncies of government.

omment on the proposed rule in writing
1strator, Wildlife Division, Department
sheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
#p.m. February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

em, Declaration of Emergency to Adjust Daily Sack
ters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove was handled by

Two requests from Legislators from the Cameron and
“area were asking the Commission to increase the daily
take limit from 10 sacks to 15 sacks. The staff has no problem
with the increase from a resource standpoint with there being an
abundant supply, stated Mr. Dugas. Chairman Babin asked if there
was any down Siz&” risk? Mr. Dugas stated some people fear an
increase i// he daily take will decrease the price per sack. A
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similar request has been made to the Commission for the past six
years. Commissioner McCall stated he has been approached by
fishermen that want it left alone and one buyer that wants the
increase. All agree that the oysters from the area are becoming
, too large aHEVhav1ng problems selling them. Commissioner McCall
fé@//ﬁﬁ&then recommended increasing the daily take limit to 15 sacks, try

to cull some of the larger oysters and not extend the season as has
been requested in the past. Chairman Babin asked what stlon did
the Comm1331on take over the last six years’ :

motion was seconded by Commissioner G

opposition.
CALCASIEU LAKE 0YS
WHEREAS, the oyster resourcesgion t S, : ake Public Oyster
Grounds have bee ' _mples indicate that

WHEREAS, mmission to set daily take

fective December 4, 1997 and for

cks per boat per day.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

epartment of Wildlife and Flsherles
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

#accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 and under the
authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), notice is hereby given that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that additional oyster
resources could be utilized in Calcasieu Lake and hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

17



Effective December 4, 1997 and for the remainder of the 1997-
98 oyster season in Calcasieu Lake, the daily take limit shall be
15 one and one-half bushel sacks per boat per day.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mrs. Karen Foote began the next item, Declaration ofoﬁmergency
- Request from National Marine Fisheries 8erv1cgkfog§£ompat1ble
Recreational Red Snapper Closure by asking Mr. ; ry#Blanchet to
provide background information. She thepistate:

=1 would follow
Mr. Blanchet and speak against the Resoly i \hghet stated

August 1997, this new regulation we
received from National Marine Fisher
to close the red snapper fishery in s
time a recreational flshery was closed
with king mackerel. Louisiana has relafivé \
snapper from state waters. Mr. 8 d the states of
Alabama, Florida and Texas were T3 -

Mississippi is closing their watg élved was based
on an accumulation from three ¢ S of recreational
harvest. The Therefore Be I ' on’ ‘'of the Resolution
was read by Mr. Blanchet.

other

Mrs. Karen Foote sf s ons for not closing the
season. These included i ,gnlflc t harvest of red snapper
from state waters; the Jofosure qswas based on a recent change
in the Magnuson Act ané funding or an adequate data
els there are better ways to
r than a quota. Commissioner
Mrs. Foote answered Texas did not

does Texas; )
stated the k

fair asked who serves on the Gulf Council from the
8. Foote stated she serves for the Department and
losure iggue was not up for discussion. Then she stated Dr.

ipsted, by letter, for each state to consider adopting
egulatlons. Commissioner Gattle asked if 95 percent of
: happers are caught outside the 3-mile limit and what is
the total recreational catch of red snapper from the docks? Then
he asked if there was the possibility of catching only 5,000 more
pounds from state waters during the month of December? Mrs. Foote
answered yes. Commissioner Gattle asked what was the current
status of red snapper, to which Mrs. Foote stated it was in an

18



overfished condition. Then Commissioner Gattle asked if there was
a red snapper recovery plan in place and if the plan was on track?
Mrs. Foote stated there is a plan but it is not on track because of
the definition of overfishing being changed. cChairman Babin asked
for Enforcement's opinion of keeping one area open when federal
waters are closed? Lt. Col. Charlie cClark stated it would be
easier to enforce the closure if the state waters were also closed.
Commissioner Gisclair stated the Commission has gone a&ong with
other closures to help make enforcement eas1e§% grmmlss1oner
Gattle felt charterboat captains would not  jéopdr
licenses if they went out and fished red ghap peg‘
season. Commissioner Gisclair stated tHig¥is a°
especially from an enforcement stand
stated there is a lot of difference in;
and recreational catches. Chairman Bab
always gone along with the Federal
used was Mrs. Foote's reference to reg
He then stated Louisiana's waters shou
Cormier stated he would try to do whag
great significance in closing the waters™
With it being the holiday season, i
would not be much fishing going 2

. Commissioner
and there was no

, ﬁ'recovery plan.
Comm1s51oner Gattle stated Lthe Com ; hﬁﬁld spend its time
: ¥ eopardize a fishery.

He did not agree that the'. ounds or the 3 week

period of time should be: Chairman
Babin asked Mr. Blanch

portion of the Resolutign. '{T r Hanchey made a motion to
leave the season as t gard the Resolution. This
motion wi } r Cormier. Chairman Babin
restated = i Hanchey that the red snapper
seaso « ould not close. The motion passed with

oppositit i er Gisclair and Chairman Babin.

genda, 1998 Turkey Regulations, was
handled : ; M k=1s) He stated there was a mlnor error in
the reg i The
tion in Area B was wrong and the correct
Y Mr. Morrlson. He asked the Commission to

Commissioner Cormier made a
d the rules and add it to the agenda. Commissioner
“hded the motion and it passed with no opposition.
an Babin asked for a motion to change the language for
“‘Parish. Commissioner Cormier made the motion and it was
d by Commissioner Gisclair. This motion also passed with no
opposition.
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The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for November was given by
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during the month of November.

Region I - Minden - 95 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 124 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 180 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 190 citationg
Region V - Lake Charles - 190 ci;& ons.
Region VI - Opelousas - 95 citat
Region VII - Baton Rouge - 187 ci_
Region VIII - New Orleans - 130
Region IX - Thibodaux - 201 ci
SWEP -~ 30 citations.

Oyster

Mr. Phil

ler would handle the nutria project and Mr.
“brief the Commission on the possibility of

inler gave a slide presentation on Nutria Harvest
; agstoration. Nutria, a native of South America, were

0 the United States in the 1930's and then into
; by Mr. E. A. McIlhenny in 1937. During a hurricane in
1940, approximately 150 escaped and eventually populated themselves
around Avery Island. The ability to control aquatic pest plants by
the nutria caused these animals to be moved around the state. The
marshes of Maryland is the only other area where nutria are causing
habitat damage. During the 1950's, the population of nutria was

20



estimated to be 20 million and causing damage to agricultural
lands, rice fields and sugar cane crops. The population remained
unchecked until the 1960's when a fur market was developed for
nutria. From 1960 until mid-1980's, the nutria harvest averaged 1

11yt

million until a change occurred in the fur industry when—the
harvest dropped. Over the last 7 or 8 years, the average harvest
has been less than 500,000 nutria andYhas caused very significant
habitat damage in coastal areas. Funding from the iBarataria
Terrebonne Estuary program allowed for survgys ggtween the
Atchafalaya River and the Mississippi River. : 193, surveys
showed there was an estimated 10 to 15,000Qs
The same area was surveyed in 1996 and
15,000 acres to 20,000 acres. Several
damage caused by nutria. Mr. Kinle
damage and how it affects the mar
displaying an enclosure nutria could
and the results were shown. The Louis

market. One such possibility was usin !
source. The National Marine Fisheries: Serv
to develop a project that could b
Restoration Planning, Protection
for possible funding. The proj
human consumption and dévelop “the—
trappers and processors.

PRA) Task Force

7 pay incentives to

775

»ing_a market for<d@,q¢é%5?

: ved—theé projecﬁ'ﬁﬁa“““\\b_ﬁx\
provided $400 000 for the plan thu _ Kinler explained the 4

three main segments of
market for nutria meg
1ncent1ve payment for

’%1nc1udequaéVET3§1ng a
rbivory survey; and an
DYroCcessors. The different
icluded the Departments of
an Resources, and Agriculture

eal marsh habitat conditions, -the populatlon
nutria per acre and 9 per acre in brackish
irman Babin asked Mr. Kinler if he was from
Commissioner Hanchey asked Mr. Kinler if he

Mr. Kinler stated yes and that it was
: Commissioner McCall asked if there were
marketgi for nutria besides human consumption? Mr. Kinler
sell nutria for alligator feed. Then Commissioner
“if there was a possibility of nutria belng available
d cat food? Mr. Kinler answered there is a potential
there. Commissioner Cormier asked about the refrigeration and
longevity of the nutria? Mr. Kinler stated with quick vacuum pack
and freezing, nutria could be preserved for an extended period of
time.
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Mr. Edmond Mouton stated Dr. John Cannon would give a slide
presentation on the Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project. He
began stating his project was to identify potential wintering sites

___for—new—populations of whooping cramél Funding for the project
S comes from government agencies as well as private sources. The

whooping crane is the tallest bird in North America standing about

5 feet tall and weighing about 15 pounds. Currently there are 169

wild whooping cranes living in the world. However ther ghave been

some introductions of cranes that were breed in .éapt1v1ty
Favorite food of the cranes are crabs, :

/A —and  small— snail§ and even) little veggl
generally stay together both on the }
nesting grounds. The young birds hav :
The study hopefully will find a place
of migratory cranes. The objectives
a site suitable for up to 100 mi
establishing a migrating route. A deta
has been developed based on the needs cranes. Dr. Cannon
stated he has talked to people from g +al agencies, state
w1ld11fe agencies, prlvate organlzatlé s an ldual experts on

t ve been visited

and a report was submltted to th ““Recovery Team.

Then Dr. Cannon explained the as well as the

requirements for a site.

site is making sure there ig y

were visited in Louisian : ) ded Sabine National

AN E-

Amoco Corporation, Rain T o éry and Marsh Island. Of
the twenty sites visi
The first was Louisian; area and the other is along

w1ll continue on the two top

“'shown on migration training. The
is to have two more self-sustaining
he wild population. Chairman Babin
with the Endangered Species Act was

Zong: " ust 1997 Meeting, the Commission gave the
y.to extend the shrimp season if biological and
nical information warranted it. Several requests have been
1ved to extaend the season in Zone 1. Samples from Zone 1
¥ effort was 4.8 as compared to an average over the
of 2.76 and the average size of the shrimp is 80 to
r. Schexnayder stated Lake Pontchartrain samples still
20 count and 36 to 40's ranging from some catches of zero
to 120 pounds per day. The Department will continue
providing information from samples and interviews with the
shrimpers to the Secretary. Chairman Babin asked with the season
closing on December 14, does the Secretary have to give a 72 hour
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notice? Then Chairman Babin asked if there were any public
comments. /97((L

Mr. George Barisich thanked the Coﬁﬁzgglon for placing this
item on the agenda. He stated there ig harvestable sized shrimp in
certain areas of Zone 1 and asked for a one month extension to
utilize the available product. The request poses no enforcement
problem, stated Mr. Barisich. He asked the Commissiongbo make” a

resolution requesting the Secretary extend the shr mp sed
least one month. g

An unidentified speaker, a commercig
one month extension, stated he knew
major warming spells between Decemb
shrimp show up again. He also stated %
again asked for the one month extensi I
spoke to Mr. Schexnayder last week an
dealers in the area. He then stated
through the next week so the S
information and if warranted, thk
recommendation.

\hlm to taIKWW1th the
ples would continue
as all available

: will make a

Chairman Babin the ere any Public Comments.
Each December a Commiss, ; ‘M expires and this year it
is Commissioner Gisclajir. chai ‘Babin stated Commissioner
nd has been a friend of his
expressed his appreciation to
+the Commission and Louisiana and
Commissioner Gisclair stated it has
n the Commission. He thanked the staff
ing the help he has received from
usan Hawkins. Hav1ng Mr. Joe Herring
she meeting was a nice surprise, stated
The Commission is charged with protecting
‘elt everyone on the Commission has worked
tere have been some disagreements and some of
ofced and sometimes to no avail. One of his
¥ when a resource was brought back and how it was
Two words from

ered and voted on by both the Commission and the
Secretary. Commissioner Gisclair hoped everyone

; working together. He gave himself an “A" for effort, but
from the commercial flshlng industry he gave himself a “C-" He
cited the red snapper issue from this meeting as an example of not
being “fair and equitable”. He stated this has been a learning
experience for him and he has met people he probably never would
have met. 1In closing, Commissioner Gisclair recommended to the
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other Commissioners they put per diem and mileage in the budget.
He thanked everyone again for the plaque and stated it has been a

pleasure. Chairman Babin stated it has been a pleasure to serve
with Commissioner Gisclair.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a

motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Hanchey. s

JHJ :sch
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Farm Bureay $4; Just P!aln Nasty 49,

BUMC Bulls 70, Keith’s Import Auto
Repair €5. -

- Division 9

Scrubs 66 Somcs 56.

Waek Nite Wamovs 63, Shell Lakers
46.

Bombers 58, Spec:ahst 43.

swnmmms '

- u.s. Open results L
INDIANAPOLIS. — Results Thursday i in
the U.S. Open
Championships at the Indiana
University Natatorium. (all race, dls
tances in maters): .
Women

OINTS/OUTDOORS

"LWFC rejects request by NMF$

PN

i

Swimming

-+ waters.- .

50 tvaostylo—l Martina Moravcova .

Slovakia, :25.99 seconds, 2, Amy
VanDyken. Englewood, Colo., :26.08. 3,
Barbara Bedford, Etna, NH., :26.22. 4,

Lacey Boutwell, Noblesville,- Ind.,,

:26.24. 5, Cortneg Adams, Applelon.
Wis., :26.32.,6, Nicole deMan, Walnut
Cleek Calit., :26.39.-7, Laura Nicholls,

Canada. :26.54. 8, Keny Bennetl,

Gillette. Wy., :26.58

100 breaststroke—1, Kristiné Quance.

Northridge. Calit’, 1:10.56. 2, Jessica
Wwagner. Naperville. .,
Kristin MacGregor, Crucago

1:11.26. 3. ;
4:11.37. 4,

Katie McClelland, Duncanville, Texas, -
1:11.60. 5,; Stephanie ‘Jenkins, .

Hampton, Va, 1:11.62. 6. Jenna Street. :

Jacksonvilie, Fla., 1:12.12..7, Kelly
Jones. Boavercraek, Ohio, 1:12.26.8,

ST,

Caillin Andevson. Cnarlonesvﬁle va. -

114,04,
- 200 backstroke-t Barba:a Badford.

Etna, N.H., 2:14,59. 2, Beth Botstord, *.

Baltimore, 2:15.15, 3, Nikki Drydan,

Canada, 2:15.60: 4,.Misly Hyman, .

Phosnix, 2:16.39. 5, Kelly Statanyshyn, .-

Canada. 2:17.49. 6,'Shelly Ripple,
Baton Rouge, Ls,, 2:17.89. 7, Lauren

Stinnett, Raston, Va,, 2:18.94. 7, Jamie *

200 individual medley—1, Martina- Iv.’led the opposmon Cltll‘lg State fISh

Reld. Puyaliup, Wash 2:19.91.

Moraveova, Slovakla, 2:15.95. 2, Kristine
Quance, Northridge, Calif., 2:16.01.-3,
Natalie Coughlin, Vallgjo, Calif., 2:17.35.
4, Marianne Limpert, Canada, 2:18.00.

2:18.53, 6, Kristin-MacGregor,Chicago, .

2:20.27. 7, Carly Geehr,.La Canada, *

Calit., 2:20.96. 8, Bvlllany White,
Baltrmore 2:22.24. L2

400 freestyle—1, Bvooke Bennett.

Ptant City, Fla., 4:14.87.-2,"Ashley

Whitney, Jacksonwille, Fla., 4:15.25. 3, *
Diana Munz, Chagfin Fall, Ohio, 4:15.48, |
4, Lindsay Benko, Elkhart, ind.. 4:16.88. .
.5.' Ginny ‘Johnson, Roanoke, Va.,.

4:19.03. 6, Kim Black. Syracuse, N.Y..
4:19.22. 7, "Jessica Foschi,

Old *

Brookville. N.Y., 4:19.64. 8. Ratie

2imbone, Needham, Mass.. 4:21.40." .-

BOO retay—1, SMU A" (Rania Etwani, -
Naoko imoto, Katie McCleltand, Martina -

Moravcova), 8:17.64. 2, Bolles Sharks,
8:18.10. 3, USC, 8:24.82. 4. SMU "B",

8:28.31. 5. BSTC Blue Wave, 8:30.17. 6,"

Bolles Sharks, 8:37.10. 7, Terrapins,
8: 3728 8. Squv Dolphins, 83842 st
- Men
50 freestyle—t, Rimundas Mazuolvs
Ft. Lauderdale. Fa., :22.91. 2, Francisco

Sanchez, Venezuela 123.15. 3, Yannick - .,

Lupien. Canada, :23.19. 4, Bl Pitczuk,
Cape May Point, N.J., :23.21, 5, Michael
Picotte. San‘Diego. :23.27. 6.,Gustavo
Borges, Brazil, :23.29. 7. Felipe
Delgado, Ecuador,
Hutchison, Tempe, Ariz., :23:70

100 breaststroke—1, Pamck Fowier,
Bellevue, Wash., 1:03.60. 2. Kurt Grote.
San Diego, 1:03.77. 3, Morgan Knabe,
Canada, 1:03.79. 4, Viimos Kovacs,
Hungary.- 1:04.19. 5, Michael Hessling.
Germany, -1:04,63. 6, Tom Wilkens,
Middieton, N.J.,"1:04.98..7, Andrew,

:23.62. 8, Craig

Chan, Canada, 1:05.26. 8, Barry Wynn,’
Spartanburg, SC Spananbutg sC.-

1:06.00.

200 backstroke—t Lenny

Krayzetburg. Stugio City, Catit., 1:59.20. ,

2., Brad Bridgewater, Lake Mary, Fla.,

2:01.81. 3, Greg, Hamm, Canada, -

2:03.26. 4, Dan Shevchik, Wilton, Conn.,
2:03.29. 5, Marko Strahita, Columbus.
Mhin 2°04 21 | Markoe TIamnan Mot

- imposed bans on catching fish in

" red snapper for- recreational fisher-,

" spapper season on Thanksgiving~

‘cated that Gulf of Mexico recre-

for the year.
“and recreational fishermen start on , exottc animals. .
‘per are one of several Gulf of . of non-native whitetail deer and ou

Mexico species the service has’
-determined as being overfished. -

. take as‘'mticlias*5;000 pounds by
5.- Madgy, Crippen, , Philadetphia,’* -

. almost impossible for us to enforce
.the federal ban when the catch’

_the waters to keep recreational fish-

- De La Hoya and W:!fredo Rivera, .

KRl O

ALY

e Teet mdfte s Lot W

R s DI

- to close season on red. snapper ’f

By JOE. MACALIJSO
Advocate outdoofs writer

‘For the first.time since the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service -

servmg as the dnroclo( oi |he M;sslssippl Dapanmem oi

Maring Resources;

federal waters, the Louisiana: « A dscussion of state chate b Soore 1665 0 .l
bvproposedw'temgoiregulalmawe me$250

Wildlife ‘and Flshenes Commission - - nonresiden charter boat tip fee "

refused to- carry the ban mto state. cplent of the Ouistanding Lovisina Eriorcemmwd

the Year:
" = New requistions WMW(}!W

The LWFC turned asrde a request ) i
by.the NMFS to-close the season on g mmm"mmg

would reward trappers with $1 for ‘each animal and ‘meat
anwmummammm

DR " OTHER LWFC ACTIONS

';-:,, i » An overture trom formet state assistant Wildite and lorrxmaneonsmmon

* Fisherigs secretary William *Corky” Pmetaboucormgto X

lmmu&maMmman wwwmmtosadenlsmbrnmwm
ment for non-resident saftwater fishing license lees. Perret is 5

-amwmmamnm cseweulako

ofthaseason; =
Wmmsmswmmuwo‘
" two finaksts for a pdot whooping crane’ restocking project.
Tmmmemmmmdm
mrsgarepoﬂmmﬂnﬂcaﬂndnwﬁetaﬂomod
mnmuwmwmmmma

-mmaummdemwasm» - Lake Pordchartrain and Lake Borgner,

-,-wmmamommmt:Mu- ’
labonanomm tha bulk of them ko hunting violations:;
« Setting the Aprl, 1%«%”@2&%“
F’shereshomnnarsmmaiome
= And. I'modngmn-oongcommtwon member Perry

" Gisciar of Goiden Meadow. Gnsdansumtermmed

with Thursday’s meeting.

men by a 4-2 vote at its monthly

meeting Thursday )
For the first time’ in ‘history, the

service closed the recreational red

. waters,” Babin said. .- - -? Co
. Babin and Perry Glsciau‘ who rep-
‘resent commercial fishirig, interests
‘on’the commission, cast the two dis-
senting votes. .
The LWFC also approved two
"Declarations of Emergency and
- Notices of -Intent concerning.the
newly implemented high-fence hunt-_,

Day, a day when the service indi-

ational fishermen had reached their -
annual quota of 4.77 mllhon pounds

baf, o
e PRI
94 . ‘1.,, - v

“The servme s ban expires Dec. 31,
their 1998 quota on Jan. 1. Red snap-~

lined the permntmg ‘and regulatory
procedures in the program. It‘car-
Commission member, Tom Gattle
~ed from ‘other states be certified
eries biological figures that estimat-.
ed recreational’ ftshermen could’.
Doutsrana ‘whitetail deer herds. " "}

Dec.-31 in state; ;waters., Gattle said 'The* regulatxons also’ prohlbtted

 he believed the' commission didn’t - shipments of ‘deer: from California,”

have to take’action on'such a small Co]orado Mlchlgan and Wyom:ng

’amount for’ such a short period of . because of viruses those deer.carry,
time.- : 3 ¢ :

LWFC.chairman Dan Babin said * where Lyme Dlsease is rampant in . sumptive basis.”,.,
-he'didn’t understand how four mem- .

P

' and from’seven New England states”

» deer herds.
bers would take.such a fxrst~t1me
position on an NMFS closure. *

“It's hard to believe that we would
take this kind of - action on an: over-
fished species. We heard from the -
Enforcement Division.(Lt. Col.’
Charlie Clark) ‘that' it would be

spread of Lyme Disease in Loutslana
— we have mice, deer and ticks here

"Center for Disease Control m—
Atlanta have identified as necessary’
for Lyme Disease and the risk of -

England states outwexghs the bene-’
fits,” said state wxldllfe btologlst
Fred Kimmel. A

: The other declaratlon/nonce car-
ned regulatlons concermng huntmg

would be allowed in state waters.
“We Know it's impossible to patrol '

ermen and charter boats’ from_
catchmg red snapper in’ federal

i'y"‘-.
Sl A

Power p

By The Associated Press B

PRO BOXING :

"ATLANTIC CITY N J — Oscar

graduates of the Perncll Whitaker
school of fmesse. get to play the

Lo RPN

He s tall I’m tall (about S-foot-ll)

- - rme o~ mew

ries requirements that deer import-
g Agnculture is using was originally
* frée of tuberculosis and bruce]losts.,' :written, it specifically called for
two fatal diseasés not. found in :‘exotic deer and antelope for slaugh-

.'nx’

Iay for De ‘L'a Hoya“ Rlvera

head.

said. “He has speed, T have speed. .

5 Pmckney Wood.

farm-raised whltetalls and exotic
animals like elk, antelope: and other
deer. It limited high-fence hunting
*of farm-raised whitetails through
‘Jan. 31; 1998 and made it -4 year-
round season on the exotic amma]s.
It also established a $50 pen;mt fee
for these hunts. = ) :

- .Both programs are under the aus-

ing operations for whttetall deer and*" pices of the state Department of
: _-.Agnculture o

-, The only,, obJectlon on these two
.1tems came’ from statewide humine

-

treatment ‘for” animals ; :leader
. ke '. -{" ]
- “As the ]aw the: Department of

ter for meat,” Wood sald L A
- “There was never ‘an mdxcatlon
* that the animals would be hunted.

It’s' created a situation where hunt-

..ing these animals is being allowed

importing deer from those’ New'

b

‘on enclosed property on a con-
I B!

Wood cited” mstances in Montana

“While it’s theorettcal about the and Wyommg ‘which. léd those

states ‘to! banmng whnat he ‘called

— we had only eight cases last year ..-“canned” hunts and the importation

of non-native anunals He said Mon-

in the state. That's a combmanon‘the ~tana had- probleins.with non-native

sheep breakmg from pens and mix-
ing with native big-horin’shecp
herds. He said Wyommg banned the
program becaitse citizens objected
to private ownership of .what they
considered to be wild animals. .

‘Both items passed 6-0.:Only com-
missioner Glynn Carver of Many

was absent from the meetmg

Marquez (28~0 20 knockouts) was
a 7-S favorite over Campas (68-2, 58
knockouts) All but 16 of Campas
fights have been in Mexico ‘against
opponeénts who are mostly unknown



e

e

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLUTION
RECREATIONAL RED SNAPPER SEASON CLOSURE

the red snapper resource in the Gulf of Mexico is
primarily managed by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Gulf Council) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), and

the most recent stock assessment for Gulf of Mexico red
snapper indicates that the stock is in an overfished
condition and that restrictions on harvest are necessary
to rebuild the stock, and

the 1997 recreational quota for red snapper in the Gulf
of Mexico was set at 4.47 million pounds, and

the best information available indicates that the
recreational sector had harvested their quota by November
27, 1997, and

the National Marine Fisheries Service has reduced the
recreational bag and possession limits for red snapper in
or from Federal waters in the Gulf of Mexico to zero,
effective November 27, 1997, thus closing the red snapper
recreational fishery in the Gulf of Mexico, and

NMFS has requested that the state of Louisiana close the
recreational fishery in state waters during the federal
closure, and

the recreational season for red snapper harvest in
Federal waters will reopen at 12:01 a.m. on January 1,
1998, and

R.S.49:953(B) and R.S.49:967 allow the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set
finfish seasons, and

R.S$.56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission may set seasons for saltwater finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission does hereby close the season for the
recreational harvest of red snapper in Louisiana state
waters effective 12:01 a.m. December 6, 1997 through
12:01 a.m., January 1, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that effective with this closure, no person

may take or possess red snapper in or from Louisiana
state waters, regardless of where the red snapper were
harvested, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing herein shall prohibit the

possession of fish legally taken prior to the closure,
and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all
necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate
and effectuate this declaration of emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency closing the 1997
recreational red snapper season in Louisiana state waters
is attached to and made part of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S5.49:953(B), the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S5.49:967 which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to use emergency procedures to set finfish seasons, and R.S. 56:326.3
which provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons for

saltwater finfish; the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

Effective 12:01 a.m., December 6, 1997 the recreational
fishery for red snapper in Louisiana waters will close and remain
closed until 12:01 a.m., January 1, 1998. Effective with this
closure, no person may possess red snapper in or taken from
Louisiana state waters, “regardless of where the red snapper were
harvested. Nothing shall prohibit the possession of a recreational
1imit off the water of fish legally taken prior to the closure.

The Department has been notified by the National Marine Fisheries Service

that the gulfwide recreational red snapper quota was projected to have been
reached on November 27, 1997.

Daniel J. Babin - James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman Secretary
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AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
December 4, 1997
10:00 AM

Roll cCall
Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997

Presentation of Award to Agent of the Year - Winton
vidrine

Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources - Danny Babin

Discussion of Charterboat License Fees - Danny Babin

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Importation
of White-Tailed Deer - Fred Kimmel

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Hunting of
Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic Deer & Antelope -
Fred Kimmel

Declaration of Emergency - Adjust Daily Sack Limit for
Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove - Ron Dugas

Declaration of Emergency - Request from National Marine
Fisheries Service for Compatible Recreational Red Snapper
Closure - John Roussel

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November - Winton Vidrine

ivision Reports

Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration - Noel
Kinler

Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project - Edmond
Mouton

Report on Status of Shrimp in 2Zone 1 - Mark
Schexnayder

R XK

15T set April 1998 Meeting Date

13.

14.

Public Comments

Adjourn



COMMISSION MEETING
ROLL CALL

Thursday, December 4, 1997

Baton Rouge, LA
Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Daniel Babin (Chairman)
Perry Gisclair

Tom Gattle

Glynn Carver

Joseph Cormier

Jerald Hanchey

SN KKK
|

Norman McCall

Mr. Chairman:
There are é’ Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

1s also present



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
December 4, 1997
10: 00 AM
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997

Presentation of Award to Agent of the Year - Winton
Vidrine

Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources - Danny Babin

Discussion of Charterboat License Fees - Danny Babin

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Importation
of White-Tailed Deer - Fred Kimmel

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Hunting of
Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic Deer & Antelope -
Fred Kimmel

Declaration of Emergency - Adjust Daily Sack Limit for
Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove - Ron Dugas

Declaration of Emergency - Request from National Marine
Fisheries Service for Compatible Recreational Red Snapper
Closure - John Roussel

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November - Winton Vidrine

Division Reports

a. Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration - Noel
Kinler

b. Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project - Edmond
Mouton

c. Report on Status of Shrimp in Zone 1 - Mark
Schexnayder

Set April 1998 Meeting Date
Public Comments

Adjourn
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 33

" BY REPRESENTATIVE BRUNEAU

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
To urge and request the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to enter into a
reciprocal agreement with Mississippi on saltwater recreational fishing.
WHEREAS, under present law, R.S. 56:671-677, the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may enter into reciprocal agreements with
other states, including Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, such reciprocal agreements | may include agreements
pertaining to fishing licenses and seasons, creel limits, and all other rules and
regulations on the taking or protection of any species of fish or other aquatic
life in any bodies of water which form the common boundary between
Louisiana aﬁd the reciprocating state, and in any area within the boundaries of
Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas; and
WHEREAS, saltwafer recreational fishing is enjoyed in common
boundary waters and certain lakes, bays, bayous, ship channels, and other
areas of Louisiana and Mississippi by numerous persons from both states; and
WHEREAS, valid licenses and other permits required by Louisiana for
saltwater recreational fishing should be recognized and accepted on the
Mississippi portions of such areas; and
WHEREAs; valid licenses and other permits required by Mississippi
for saltwater recreational fishing should be recognized and accepted on the

Louisiana portions of such areas; and

Page 1 of 2




H.C.R. NO. 33 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheri;s Commission, on behalf of the
state of Louisiana, should enter into a reciprocal agreement with the
appropriate Mississippi .agencies or departments, on behalf of the state of
Mississippi, to provide recognition of valid licenses and other permits required
for saltwater recreational fishing in Louisiana and Mississippi.

- THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby urge and request‘the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, on
behalf of the state of Lou?siana, to enter into a reciprocal agreement with
Mississippi recognizing valid licenses and other pei‘mits required for saltwater
recreational ﬁshing in the common boundary waters and other waters of
Mississippi and Louisiana.

BE IT FURTHERYRESOL\./’ED that a copy of this Resolution be

transmitted to the chairman of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and to

 the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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NON-RESIDENT FEE COMPARISON

December 1, 1997

STATE@RINR!EishiSeasoINRiSaltiSeasonZ&HliNR: EishiTri NRiSaltsTrip#iiNRiHunt:Seaso[NR:Hunt TTipik|NRiBow, NR!MigiGame:BilNRiMuzzle] NRIAIGame;SeasiNR/ATIGameiTnNR: DuckiStamiNRYT.urke INRETUTKey Stam
o $31.00 $31.00(7day - $11.00 {7day-$11.00
ALABAMARELa Res $31.00 [La Res $67.00 La Res $26.00 |La Res $26.00 $42,00(7-day $27.00 $202.00 7-day $77.00  ($6.00 Res/NR
\RKANSAS! $30.00 3-day $10.00 $75.00|5-day $50.00 $195.00 5-day $125.00 |$12.00/permit
7-day $15.00 3-day $95.00
14-day $20.00
ELORIDA} $31.50 $30.00(7-day $16.50 |7-day $15.00 $5.00 $5.00 $151.50 10-day $26.50 ($3.00 Res/NR $5.00
MISSISSIRE $28.00 $28.00(|3-day $8.00  |3-day $5.00 $78.00{5-day $33.00 $33.00 $228.00 age 19+ i5day $63.00  [$6.00 Res/NR
$113.00 age 16-18 |age 16-18
$108.00 age 19+
[TEXAS $30.00 $7.00|5-day $20.00 [$7.00 stamp $100.00(5day $35.00 $7.00 $10.00 $250.00 $7.00 $100.00 $5.00
bow excluded
FOUISIANA $31.001$36.00 3day $20.00 (3day $20.00
+$3.00 stamp $86.00(5day $51.00 $25.50|3day $45.50 $25.50 $160.50 5day $95.50 $13.50 $10.50
GEORGIA! $24.00 1 day $3.50 $59.00|1day $5.50 $25.00 $118.00 $5.50
7 day $7.00 7day $25.00




NON-RESIDENT FEE COMPARISON

.‘ T
00 |7day-$11.00
La Res $67.00 La Res $26.00 iLa Res $26.00 $42.00 |7-day $27.00 7-day $77.00 $6.00 Res/NR
3-day $10.00 $75.00 S-day $50.00 $195.00 S-day $125.00 ($12.00/permit
7-day $15.00 3-day $95.00
14-day $20.00
$30.00 |7day $16.50 7<day $15.00 $5.00 [$5.00 $151.50 10-day $26.50 |$3.00 Res/NR $5.00
$28.00 [3-day $8.00 3-day $5.00 $78.00 |5-day $33.00 $33.00 $228.00 age 19+ |5 day $63.00 $5.00 Res/NR
$113.00 age 16-18 |age 16-18
$108.00 age 19+
$7.00 |5-day $20.00  |$7.00 stamp $100.00 {5day $35.00 $7.00 $10.00 $250.00 $7.00 $100.00 $5.00
bow excluded
3day $20.00 |3day $20.00
+3$3.00 stamp $86.00 [Sday $51.00 $25.50 [3day $45,50 $25.50 $160.50 5day $95.50 $13.50 $10.50
1 day $3.50 $59.00 [1day $5.50 $25.00 $118.00 $5.50

7 day $7.00 7day $25.00
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
December 4 , 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has been given certain authority
to regulate farm-raised white-tailed deer raised for commercial purposes, and,

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries maintains authority to regulate
white-tailed deer in exhibits, game parks, zoos, and wild white-tailed deer, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) has developed rules
pertaining to farm-raised white-tailed deer, and

WHEREAS, these rules will allow for the raising, propagation, and hunting of farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the confines of pens specified by LDAF rules and regulations and
approved by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and

WHEREAS, there is increased interest in raising and importing white-tailed deer into Louisiana,
and

WHEREAS, unregulated importation of white-tailed deer poses a threat to Louisiana’s wild
white-tailed deer in the form of illegal exploitation, disease introduction and genetic
alteration, and

WHEREAS, unregulated and undocumented importation of white-tailed deer also poses a threat
to human health, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries are charged with the protection and management of Louisiana’s
wild deer which provide over 3.7 million days of recreation and over $284,000,000
in economic benefits to Louisiana’s citizens annually, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts
the attached Declaration of Emergency regulating importation of white-tailed deer,
and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will be filed to make these
regulations effective beyond the 120 days allowed under the provisions of a
Declaration of Emergency.

/

Daniel J. Babi Cﬁalrman .
LA Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LA Departmént of Wildlife and Fisheries




DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and
56:171 et seq, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts
the following emergency rule. A Declaration of Emergency is
necessary to regulate the importation of white-tailed deer into
Louisiana past the January 1, 1998 expiration of the current
Declaration of Emergency which bans importation of white-tailed
deer. Permanent rules regulating importation have been developed.
These new rules and this Declaration of Emergency will allow
regulated importation of white-tailed deer in a manner which will
allow monitoring and tracking of imports and will minimize threats
of disease introduction into Louisiana. This Declaration of
Emergency will provide for regulated importation wuntil the
permanent rule is adopted.

This rule will supplant any prior Declaration of Emergency
adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission pertaining to
importation of white-tailed deer that is in effect on the effective
date of this Declaration of Emergency.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White-tailed Deer Importation

A. Definitions



White-tailed deer: For purposes of this rule means any
animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus.

B. Permits. No person shall import, or cause to be
imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
first notifying the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
obtaining a current permit number. The permit number shall be
included on the certificate of'veterinary inspection and shall
accompany the shipment of white-tailed deer. The permit number and
certificate of veterinary inspection shall be made available to
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel upon request.

C. Import Restrictions

1. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer from the States of California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any
white-tailed deer that have been confined within these states, or
have been in direct contact with deer of any species from these
states, within 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for

brucellosis in accordance with the Brucellosis Eradication in



Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service. Until such time as the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are published, all white-tailed
deer six months of age and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
negative for brucellosis within 30 days prior to entry into
Louisiana, and written proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
white-tailed deer originate from a herd which has been officially
declared a certified brucellosis free herd by the state of origin.
4. No person shall import, or cause to be imported, any
white-tailed deer for release into the wild or into any enclosure
not specifically licensed for the possession of white-tailed deer.
Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.
Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .
Daniel Babin

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing importation of white-tailed deer into Louisiana.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White-tailed Deer Importation
A. Definitions
White-tailed deer: For purposes of this rule means any

animal of the species Qdocoileus virginianus.

B. Permits. No person shall import, or cause to be
imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
first notifying the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
obtaining a current permit number. The permit number shall be
included on the certificate of veterinary inspection and shall
accompany the shipment of white-tailed deer. The permit number and
certificate of veterinary inspection shall be made available to
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel upon request.

C. Import Restrictions

1. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer from the States of California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York,

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any



white-tailed deer that havVe beén confinéd within these states, or
have been in direct contact with deer of any species from these
states, within 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
brucellosis 1in accordance with- the Brucellosis Eradication 1in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service. Until such time as the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are published, all white-tailed
deer six months of age and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
negative for brucellosis within 30 days prior to entry into
Louisiana, and written proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
white-tailed deer originate from a herd which has been officially
declared a certified brucellosis free herd by the state of’origin.

4. No person shall import, or cause to be imported, any
white-tailed deer for release into the wild or into any enclosure
not specifically licensed for the possession of white-tailed deer.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and



Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, until
4:30 p. m., February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
December 4 , 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has been given certain authority
to regulate farm-raised white-tailed deer raised for commercial purposes, and,

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries maintains authority to regulate
white-tailed deer in exhibits, game parks, zoos, and wild white-tailed deer, and

the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) has developed rules
pertaining to farm-raised white-tailed deer, and

these rules will allow for the raising, propagation, and hunting of farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the confines of pens specified by LDAF rules and regulations and
approved by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and

there is increased interest in raising and importing white-tailed deer into Louisiana,
and

unregulated importation of white-tailed deer poses a threat to Louisiana’s wild
white-tailed deer in the form of illegal exploitation, disease introduction and genetic
alteration, and

unregulated and undocumented importation of white-tailed deer also poses a threat
to human health, and

the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries are charged with the protection and management of Louisiana’s
wild deer which provide over 3.7 million days of recreation and over $284,000,000
in economic benefits to Louisiana’s citizens annually, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts

the attached Declaration of Emergency regulating importation of white-tailed deer,
and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will be filed to make these

regulations effective beyond the 120 days allowed under the provisions of a
Declaration of Emergency.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
LA Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and
56:171 et seq, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts
the following emergency rule. A Declaration of Emergency is
necessary to regulate the importation of white-tailed deer into
Louisiana past the January 1, 1998 expiration of the current
Declaration of Emergency which bans importation of white-tailed
deer. Permanent rules requlating importation have been developed.
These new rules and this Declaration of Emergency will allow
regulated importation of white-tailed deer in a manner which will
allow monitoring and tracking of imports and will minimize threats
of disease introduction into Louisiana. This Declaration of
Emergency will provide for regulated importation wuntil the
permanent rule is adopted.

This rule will supplant any prior Declaration of Emergency
adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission pertaining to
importation of white-tailed deer that is in effect on the effective
date of this Declaration of Emergency.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part V. wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White~tailed Deer Importation

A. Definitions



White-tailed deer: For purposes of this rule means any
animal of the species QOdocoileus virginianus.

B. Permits. No person shall import, or cause to be
imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
first notifying the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
obtaining a current permit number. The permit ﬁumber shall be
included on the certificate of.veterinary inspection and shall
accompany the shipment of white-tailed deer. The permit number and
certificate of veterinary inspection shall be made available to
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel upon request.

C. Import Restrictions

1. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer from the States of California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any
white-tailed deer that have been confined within these states, or
have been in direct contact with deer of any species from these
states, within 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white~-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for

brucellosis in accordance with the Brucellosis Eradication in



Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Heélth Inspection
Service. Until such time as the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are published, all white-tailed
deer six months of age and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
negative for brucéllosis within 30 days prior to entry into
Louisiana, and written proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
white-tailed deer originate from a herd which has been officially
declared a certified brucellosis free herd by the state of origin.
4. No person shall import, or cause to be imported, any
white-tailed deer for release into the wild or into any enclosure
not specifically licensed for the possession of white-tailed deer.
Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.
Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .
Daniel Babin

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing importation of white-tailed deer into Louisiana.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part V. wWild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§117. White-tailed Deer Importation
A. Definitions
White-tailed deer: For purposes of this rule means any

animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus.

B. Permits. No person shall import, or cause to be
imported, white-tailed deer into the State of Louisiana without
first notifying the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and
obtaining a current permit number. The permit number shall be
included on the certificate of veterinary inspection and shall
accompany the shipment of white-tailed deer. The permit number and
certificate of veterinary inspection shall be made available to
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries persohnel upon request.

C. Import Restrictions

1. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer from the States of California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York,

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or Wyoming. This shall include any



white-tailed deer that have been confined within these states, or
have been in direct contact with deer of any species from these
states, within 180 days of entry into Louisiana.

2. No person shall import or cause to be imported any
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
Tuberculosis in accordance with the Tuberculosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules, as published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

3. No person shall import or cause to be imported
white-tailed deer without written proof of a negative test for
brucellosis in accordance with the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules once published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service. Until such time as the Brucellosis Eradication in
Cervidae Uniform Methods and Rules are published, all white-tailed
deer six months of age and older entering Louisiana shall be tested
negative for brucellosis within 30 days prior to entry into
Louisiana, and written proof thereof shall be provided, unless the
white-tailed deer originate from a herd which has been officially
declared a certified brucellosis free herd by the state of.origin.

4. No person shall import, or cause to be imported, any
white-tailed deer for ;elease into the.wild or into any enclosure
not specifically liéensed for the possession of white-tailed deef.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 56:6(10), (13) and (15), 56:20 and 56:171 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and



Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, IR .

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic imbact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, lLouisiana, until
4:30 p. m., February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISTANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
December 4 , 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has been given certain authority
to regulate farm-raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, raised for
commercial purposes, and ~

the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) has developed rules
pertaining to farm-raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, and

these rules will allow for the raising, propagation, and hunting of imported exotic deer
and antelope, elk, and farm-raised white-tailed deer within the confines of pens
specified by LDAF rules and regulations and approved by the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and

the authority to establish hunting seasons has been vested with the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission exclusively, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts the

attached Declaration of Emergency to establish hunting seasons and regulations for
farm-raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will begin the formal rulemaking

G/

processes to implement this Declaration of Emergency as a permanent rule.

Daniel J. Babm Chalrman

LA Wildlife and Flshenes Commission LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under Authority of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Section 7, LSA 36:601 et seq., 56:115, 56:171 et
seq. and 56:651 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby adopts the following emergency rule. A Declaration of
Emergency is necessary to allow for the hunting of farm-raised
white-tailed deer and exotics in the absence of permanent rules.
A Declaration of Emergency was adopted on October 2, 1997 but will
expire before the permanent rule can take effecf. This Declaration
of Emergency will provide continuous regulation of farm-raised
white-tailed deer and exotic hunting until the ratification of
permanent rules.

This Declaration of Emergency will supplant any prior
Declaration of Emergency adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission pertaining to hunting of farm-raised deer and exotics
that is in effect on the effective date of this Declaration of
Emergency.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§109. Farm-Raised ﬁhite-tailed Deer and Exotics
A. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of



the family Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor greater
than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and
Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Qdocoileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres
nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current
Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: October 1, 1997-
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 1997 - December 31, 1998.

3. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics may be
taken with longbow (including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not
larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest,
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must

load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using



black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or
bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

4. The use of dogs to take farm-raised white-tailed
deer or exotics is prohibited.

5. A Farm-Raising licensee may kill farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the enclosure for which he 1is licensed at
anytime during daylight hours after proper notice is given as
required by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry Alternative
Livestock Rules.

c. Shooting Hours. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics may be hunted one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

D. Bag Limit

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No limit.

2. Exotics: No limit.

E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon

being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with



a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. Except as otherwise specified
herein, all of the provisions of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possession of white-tailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:171 et seq. and 56:651 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

Daniel Babin

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing hunting of farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotic
deer and antelope.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§109. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics
A. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of
the family Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor greater
than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and
Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species QOdocoileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres

nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current



Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: October 1, 1997 -
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 1997 - December 31, 1998.

3. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics may be
taken with longbow (including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not
larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest,
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must
load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using
black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or
bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

4. The use of dogs to take farm-raised white-tailed
deer or exotics is prohibited.

5. A Farm-Raising licensee may kill farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the enclosure for which he is licensed at
anytime during daylight hours after proper notice is given as
required by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry Alternative
Livestock Rules.

C. Shooting Hours. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics may be hunted one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

D. Bag Limit



1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No limit.
2. Exotics: No limit.

E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm—-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1.of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon
being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with
a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. Except as otherwise specified
herein, all of the provisions of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possession of white-tailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:171 et seq. and 56:651 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and



Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
70898-9000, until 4:30 p.m. February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
December 4, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA, December 4, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has been given certain authority
to regulate farm-raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, raised for
commercial purposes, and :

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) has developed rules
pertaining to farm-raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, and

WHEREAS, these rules will allow for the raising, propagation, and hunting of imported exotic deer
and antelope, elk, and farm-raised white-tailed deer within the confines of pens
specified by LDAF rules and regulations and approved by the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and

WHEREAS, the authority to establish hunting seasons has been vested with the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission exclusively, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louistana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts the
attached Declaration of Emergency to establish hunting seasons and regulations for
farm-raised white-tailed deer, elk, exotic deer and antelope, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent will begin the formal rulemaking
processes to implement this Declaration of Emergency as a permanent rule.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
LA Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under Authority of LSA
Const. Art. IX, Section 7, LSA 36:601 et seq., 56:115, 56:171 et
seq. and 56:651 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
hereby adopts the following emergency rule. A Declaration of
Emergency is necessary to allow for the hunting of farm-raised
white-tailed deer and exotics in the absence of permanent rules.
A Declaration of Emergency was adopted on October 2, 1997 but will
expire before the permanent rule can take effect. This Declaration
of Emergency will provide continuous regulation of farm-raised
white-tailed deer and exotic hunting until the ratification of
permanent rules.

This Declaration of Emergency will supplant any prior
Declaration of Emergency adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission pertaining to hunting of farm-raised deer and exotics
that is in effect on the effective date of this Declaration of
Emergency.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chaptéf 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§109. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics
A. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of



the family Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor dreater
than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and
Forestry for the enclésure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope.

Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres
nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current
Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: October 1, 1997-
January 31, 1998, either sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 1997 - December 31, 1998.

3. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics may be
taken with longbow (including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns not
larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest,
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must

load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using



black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or
bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

4. The use of dogs to take farm-raised white-tailed
deer or exotics is prohibited.

5. A Farm-Raising licensee may kill farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the enclosure for which he is 1licensed at
anytime during daylight hours after proper notice is given as
required by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry Alternative
Livestock Rules. |

C. Shooting Hours. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics may be hunted one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

D. Bag Limit

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No limit.

2. Exotics: No limit.

E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the foiiowiﬁg calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon

being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with



a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. Except as otherwise specified
herein, all of the provisions of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possession of white-tailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7:; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:171 et seq. and 56:651 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

Daniel Babin

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.,‘the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate
rules governing hunting of farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotic
deer and antelope.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part XIX. Hunting
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons
§109. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics
A. Definitions

Exotics: For purposes of this rule means any animal of
the family Bovidae, except the Tribe Bovini (cattle), or Cervidae
which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is introduced and
kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres nor greater
than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current Farm-Raising
License has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and
Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. Exotics shall include, but are not
limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, and black buck
antelope. ~

Farm-Raiéed White-tailed Deer: For purposes of this rule
means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is
introduced and kept within an enclosure of not less than 150 acres

nor greater than 2500 acres to be hunted, provided that a current



Farm-Raising License has been issued by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry for the enclosure, with the concurrence of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. Hunting Seasons

1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: October 1, 1997 -
January 31, 1998, eithér sex.

2. Exotics: January 1, 1997 - December 31, 1998.

3. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics may be
taken with longbow (including compound bow) and arrow; shotguns'not
larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest,
loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller
than 22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, 44
caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must
load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using
black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or
bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only.

4. The use of dogs to take farm-raised white-tailed
deer or exotics is prohibited.

5. A Farm-Raising licensee may kill farm-raised white-
tailed deer within the enclosure for which he is licensed at
anytime during daylight hours after proper notice 1is given as
required by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry Alternative
Livestock Rules.

C. Shooting Hours. Farm-raised white-tailed deer and
exotics may be hunted one-half hour before sunrise to one-~half hour
after sunset.

D. Bag Limit



1. Farm-Raised White-tailed Deer: No 1limit.
2. Exotics: No limit.

E. Hunting Permit. No person shall take or attempt to take
any farm-raised white-tailed deer or exotic without possessing a
Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit issued by the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries. An administrative fee of $50.00 shall
be assessed for each Farm-Raised Deer and Exotic Hunting Permit.
Permits are valid only on the deer farm indicated on the face of
the permit. Permits shall be issued on a fiscal year basis
beginning July 1 of each calendar year and shall expire on June 30
of the following calendar year.

F. Tagging. Each farm raised white-tailed deer or exotic
shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon
being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with
a tag provided by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The
tag shall remain with the carcass at all times. All other deer
tagging and identification requirements provided for in Title 56 of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Cbmmission's rules shall also apply.

G. Additional Restrictions. Except as otherwise specified
herein, all of the provisions of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's rules
pertaining to the hunting and possession of Whitejtailed deer shall
apply to farm-raised white-tailed deer and exotics.

Authority Note: Promulgated in accordance with LSA Const. Art.
IX, Sec. 7; LSA 36:601, 56:115, 56:171 et seq. and 56:651 et seq.

Historical Note: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and



Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal andveconomic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final 1rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on thé proposed rule in writing
to Mr.-Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
70898-9000, until 4:30 p.m. February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION

CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER DAILY TAKE LIMIT

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the Calcasieu Lake Public Oyster
Grounds have been surveyed and samples indicate that there is a
significant harvestable oyster resource on the public grounds and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) allows the Commission to set daily take
limits, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that effective December 4, 1997 and for the remainder
of the 1997/98 oyster season in Calcasieu Lake, the daily take fimit
shall be fifteen (15), one and one-half bushel sacks per boat per

day.

Y 1

Daniel Babi Cl(anrman Jr.,
La. Wlldhfe & Fisheries Commission La. Wildhfe & 1shenes

Secretary



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 and
under the authority of R.S. 56:6(25) (a) notice is hereby given
that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that additional
oyster resources could be utilized in Calcasieu Lake and hereby
adopts the following emergency rule:

That effective December 4, 1997 and for the remainder
of the 1997/98 oyster season in Calcasieu Lake the daily take
limit shall be fifteen (15), one and one-half bushel sacks per
boat per day.

Daniel Babin, Chairman
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission



RESOLUTION

CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER DAILY TAKE LIMIT

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the Calcasieu Lake Public Oyster
Grounds have been surveyed and samples indicate that there is a
significant harvestable oyster resource on the public grounds and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) allows the Commission to set daily take
limits, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that effective December 4, 1997 and for the remainder
of the 1997/98 oyster season in Calcasieu Lake, the daily take limit
shall be fifteen (15), one and one-half bushel sacks per boat per

day.

Daniel Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife & Fisheries Commission La. Wildlife & Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 and
under the authority of R.S. 56:6(25) (a) notice is hereby given
that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that additional
oyster resources could be utilized in Calcasieu Lake and hereby
adopts the following emergency rule:

That effective December 4, 1997 and for the remainder
of the 1997/98 oyster season in Calcasieu Lake the daily take -
limit shall be fifteen (15), one and one-half bushel sacks per
boat per day.

Daniel Babin, Chairman
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission



Nov-24-97 11:39A DAN FLAVIN (318) 477-1336 P.O2

STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

4320 Lake Steet
P.O. Box 6027
Lake Charles, Lovisiana 70606
Telephone: (318) 4/7-1334
fax: (318) 477-1336

DANIEL Y. “DAN" FLAVIN November 24, 1997 Commerce
Dislrict 36 Natural Resources
Ratirement

Mr. Glynn Carver, Chairman

Wildlife and Fishcries Commission
Departments of Wildlitc and Fisherics
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Via Fax (504) 765-0948

Rc: Item for Considcration at Wildlifc & Fisherics Commission Meeting
Increasc is Sack Limit of OQysters I'rom 10 to 15 Sacks in Calcesieu Lake and West
Cove

Dcar Mr. Carver:
’ Plcase accept this lettcr as my request for the above mentioned item to be added to the agenda

for the Wildlife and Fisherics Commission meeting on December 4, 1997, It is my understanding
thai the resources arc available and that the incrcase to 15 sacks will be beneficial to the oyster

industry.

Any consideration you give to this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sinccrely you/xi_'/

Dan Flavin

With best personal regards,

DF/gg

cc: Mr. Jimmy Jeunkins, Secretary -
Dcpartment of Wildlife & Fisheries



Slale of Louisiana
GERALD J. THEUNISSEN COMMITTEES:
State Senator S E—
District 25 Agrlculfure
Post Office Box 287 Education
Jennings, LA 70546 November 24, 1997

318/824-0376

Mr. Glynn Carver, Chairman
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 9800

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000

Re: Item for Consideration at Wildlife & Fisheries Commission Meeting
Increase in Sack Limit of Oysters from 10 to 15 sacks in Calcasieu Lake
and West Cove.

Dear Mr. Carver:

Please accept this letter as my request for the above mentioned item to be added to
the agenda for the Wildlife & Fisheries Commission meeting on December 4, 1997.

I understand that the résources are available and the increase to 15 sacks will benefit
the oyster industry.

Any consideration you give to this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

aldJ. Theunissen
State Senator
Dastrict 25

GIT/id

cc_ Mr JlmmyJenkms Secretary | o
' Depaltment of Wlldhfe&FlsherwS' B R o



14-24~1997 12:35PM FROM GERALD J. THEUNISSEN TO 1083615047650948 P.O2

Stale a{ Lowisicna
GERALD J. THEUNISSEN COMMITTEES:
Siote Senator r———
Distrigt 25 Aéncul‘mre
Post Office Box 287 veation
Jenaings, LA 70546 November 24, 1997

318/824-0374

Mr. Glynn Carver, Chairman
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 9800

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000

Re: ltem for Consideration at Wildlife & Fisheries Commission Meeting
Increase in Sack Limit of Oysters from 10 to 15 sacks in Calcasieu Lake
and West Cove.

Dear Mr. Carver;

Please accept this letter as my request for the above mentioned item to be added to
the agenda for the Wildlife & Fisheries Commission meeting on December 4, 1997,
I understand that the resources are available and the increase to 15 sacks will benefit
the oyster industry.

Any consideration you give to this matter will be greatly appreciated.

. Sincerely,

Y
»

. Theunissen
State Senator
District 25

GJT/d

cc: Mr. Jimmy Jenkins, Secretary
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

TOTAL P.62



11-24~1997 12:35PM  FROM GERALD J. THEUNISSEN TO 10@361?947656948 P.01

M Sesnacle
SN . .
Q’ \\:’) Slale a{ Loviricna

19 00 They mrlEeey
bodeats Mesnns™>  Docoppneapea J100a g

Ty 112 '

UATE: VNN, AN~

TELEFAX: _ SDU-\\S =~ QAUY
ATTENTION: __é LN O s

NU. OF PAGES: S

FROM: SENATOR GERALD J. THEUNISSEN

POST OFFICE BOX 287
JENNINGS, LOUISIANA 70546

IRCLUDIRG THIS PAGE

FAX §# 318-824-4780
Phone: 318-824-0376

LEGISthIVE ASSISTANTS: JACQUELINE DAIGLE & JOHNNY FRUGE

HMESSAGE: \_\Q&W

IF THIS TRANSMISSION IS iNCOHQLETB, OR IF YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL (318)824-0376., THANK YOU, AND HAVE
A NICE DAY.



Nov-24-97 11:39A DAN FLAVIN {(318) q477-1336

The Louisiana House of Representatives

The following document is from:

REPRESENTATIVE DAN FLAVIN

Date: /L /J‘/ . Time:

.01

Sent by: 'MW

14

Number of pages including cover: __27_:___

IF THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH THIS TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT
AT 477'/32"42‘ . Thank you!

Remarks: :
N s (p0) 705 0596



To: Ron Dugas

Fax #: 504-568-2048
Subject:  Request from Rep. Flavin
Date: November 24, 1997

Pages: 2, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

The attached request from Rep. Flavin has been approved by Chairman Babin to be on the December

4, 1997 Commission Agenda.

Thank you.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

‘WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLUTION
RECREATIONAL RED SNAPPER SEASON CLOSURE

the red snapper resource in the Gulf of Mexico is
primarily managed by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Gulf Council) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), and

the most recent stock assessment for Gulf of Mexico red
snapper indicates that the stock is in an overfished
condition and that restrictions on harvest are necessary
to rebuild the stock, and

the 1997 recreational quota for red snapper in the Gulf
of Mexico was set at 4.47 million pounds, and

the best information available indicates that the
recreational sector had harvested their quota by November
27, 1997, and

the National Marine Fisheries Service has reduced the
recreational bag and possession limits for red snapper in
or from Federal waters in the Gulf of Mexico to zero,
effective November 27, 1997, thus closing the red snapper
recreational fishery in the Gulf of Mexico, and

NMFS has requested that the state of Louisiana close the
recreational fishery in state waters during the federal
closure, and

the recreational season for red snapper harvest in
Federal waters will reopen at 12:01 a.m. on January 1,
1998, and

R.S.49:953(B) and R.S.49:967 allow the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set
finfish seasons, and

R.S.56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission may set seasons for saltwater finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission does hereby close the season for the
recreational harvest of red snapper in Louisiana state
waters effective 12:01 a.m. December 6, 1997 through
12:01 a.m., January 1, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that effective with this closure, no person

may take or possess red snapper in or from Louisiana
state waters, regardless of where the red snapper were
harvested, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing herein shall prohibit the

possession of fish legally taken prior to the closure,
and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all
necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate
and effectuate this declaration of emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency closing the 1997
recreational red snapper season in Louisiana state waters
is attached to and made part of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S.49:953(B), the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S5.49:967 which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to use emergency procedures to set finfish seasons, and R.S. 56:326.3
which provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons for

saltwater finfish; the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the
following emergency rule:

Effective 12:01 a.m., December 6, 1997 the recreational
fishery for red snapper in Louisiana waters will close and remain
closed until 12:01 a.m., January 1, 1998. Effective with this
closure, no person may possess red snapper in or taken from
Louisiana state waters, regardless of where the red snapper were
harvested. Nothing shall prohibit the possession of a recreational
l1imit off the water of fish legally taken prior to the closure.

The Department has been notified by the National Marine Fisheries Service
that the gulfwide recreational red snapper quota was projected to have been
reached on November 27, 1997.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman Secretary
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§ Y 1 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF CCMMERCE
 {@=ai 4 | National Oceenic and Atmospheric Administration
\% ol i NATICNAL MAFINE TISHESIES SERVICE
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Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33702

NOV | 3 1997 F/SEO23:RS

~ Mr. James Jenkins, Secretary

- ——

- - ——

Louisiana Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-5000

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

The recreational fishery for red snapper will close in Federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico
starting 12:01 a.m., local time, November 27, 1997. Preliminary red snapper landings esiimates
indicate that the 4.47-million-pound annual recreational quota for red snapper will have besn
reached by then. NMFS is required to close the red snapper recreational fisherv of the Gulf of
Mexico when its quota is reached, or is projected to be reached.

Effective 12:01 a.m., local time, November 27, 1997, through midnight, December 31, 1997, the
recreational bag and possession limits for red snapper in or from Federal waters in the Gulf of
Mexico are zero. In addition, in the Guif of Mexico on board a vessel for which a commercial
vessel permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued, the bag and possession limits for red snapper are
zero, without regard to where the red snapper were harvested.

We request that Louisiana close the recreational fishery in state waters during the Federal closure

- period.

Sincerely Yours,

;ﬁ:drew 1. Ker;unc?e]ﬁ
Regional Administrator

cc: K. Foote, LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fishdries
F/SF - Matlock
F/SEC - Brown Co=
GCSE - McLemore :

R S T IO N
R RT e o



& News Bulletin

National Marine Fisheries Servica o Southeast Regional Offica » 9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702

RECREATIONAL FISHERY FOR RED SNAPPER IN )
GULF OF MEXICO FEDERAL WATERS
TO CLOSE STARTING NOVEMBER 27, 1997

FOF. MMEDIATE RELEASE
Nove nber 14, 1597
NR9’ -39

The 1:creational fishery for red snapper will be
close i in Federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico
starti 1g 12:01 a.m., November 27, 1997, through
micnight, December 31, 1997, announced Dr.
Andiew J. Kemmerer, Regional Administrator,
Sout 1east Region, National Marine Fisheries

Serv ce (NMFS) (all times are local time).

Preli minary red snapper landings estimates indicate
that  he 4.47-million-pound annual recreational
quot for red snapper will have been reached by
then NMFS is required to close the red snapper
recreational fishery of the Gulf of Mexico when its
qui1a is reached, or is projected to be reached.

Ef'ective 12:01 a.m., local time, November 27,
193", through December 31, 1997, the recreational
ba 3 and possession limits for red snapper in or from
Fed :ral waters in the Gulf of Mexico are zero. In
add tion, in the Gulf of Mexico on board a vessel

-

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Sadler

(813) 570-5305

FAX (813) 570-5583

for which a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef

fish has been issued, the bag and possession limits- :
for red snapper are zero without regard to where the -
red snapper were harvested. NMFS wil] request all
Gulf states to close the recreational fishery in state

waters during the Federal closure period.

Fisheries violations may be reported during
business hours (M-F 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Eastern
Time), to NMFS Southeast Regional Office Law
Enforcement Division at 813-570-5344, or after
hours by calling the hotline at 1-800-853-1964.

This and other news releases are available on the
SERO homepage at http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov/.
The NMFS is an agency of the Commerce
Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminjstration.


http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov/

: Xy : bl z ST A ("' 2' ke S AT St
From: NOAA Constltuent Affalrs [SMTP constaff@hows rdc noaa. dov}
Sent: Monday, November 17, 1997 2:48 PM
To: Blanchet, Harry
Subject:  Gulf Recreational Fishermen Reach Red Snapper Quota

TO: Hamy Blanchet
LA Wildlife and Fisheries
9,1-504-765-2489

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: NOAA 97-R168
Chris Smith (813} 570-5301 11/14/97
Chris.Smith"noaa.qov

Robert Sadler (813) 570-5305

GULF RECREATIONAL FISHERMEN REACH RED SNAPPER
QUOTA;

RECREATIONAL FISHERY CLOSES ON NOV. 27

According to [anding estimates, the 19397 recreational quota of 4.47 million pounds of red snapper
caught in federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico will have been reached by Nov. 26. The Gulf
recreational fishery will close for 34 days starting 12:01 a.m. local time, Nov. 27, through

midnight, Dec. 31, the National Marine Fisheries Service announced today.

"Current red snapper landing estimates indicate that the annual recreational quota for red
snapper will have been reached by Nov. 26, and our agency is required to close the Gulfs
recreational fishery," said Dr. Andrew J. Kemmerer, regional administrator for the National Marine
Fisheries Service's Southeast Region. “The brief closure is necessary to comply with recent
amendments to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.”

Therefore, effective 12:01 a.m. local time, Nov. 27 through midnight, Dec. 31, 1997, the
recreational bag and possession limits for red snapper throughout federal waters in the Guif of
Mexico will be zero. In addition, the red snapper bag and possession limits will be zero aboard
commercial vessels that possess permits for landing Guif reef fish, regardless of where the red
snapper were harvested. NMFS has also requested that all Gulf states close the recreational
fishery in state waters and prohibit sale of red snapper from state waters during the federat
closure period.

Violations may be reported to the agency's Law Enforcement Division at 813-570-5344, during
business hours (M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., EDT), or any time by calling the Fisheries
Enforcement hotline at 1-800-853-1964. NMFS is the fisheries management agency of the
Commerce Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

This and other news releases are available on the NMFS Southeast Region homepage at
http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov/ and on NOAA's Internet homepage at hittp://www.noaa.gov/public-
affairs.



mailto:constaff@hovis.rdc.noaa.gov
http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov/
http://www.noaa.aov/public-

NOU=-25-"37 TUE 12:12 ID:MARINE RESOURCE TEL NO:2085 368 7307 #1999 PB2

STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

64 NORTH UNION STREET
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130

FOB JAMES. JR. : . JAMES D. MARTIN
GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER
BOB MACRORY
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER
November 20, 1997

Dr. Andrew J. Kemmerer, Jr.
National Marine Fisheries Service
9721 Executive Center Drive

St. Petersburg FL 33702

Dear Dr. Kemmerrer,

The State of Alabama has received your request for closure of state waters to coincide with the
closure of federal waters to the recreational harvest of red snapper November 27, 1997. After
review by the biological staff of our Marine Resources Division, it is their recommendation that
our waters remain open. We believe this closure is not the best way to manage a recreational
fishery. We believe in strict bag and size limits and have in the past been very supportive of
management measures recommended by the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Council and
implemented by the National Marine Fisheries Service. However, we believe the disruption

caused by the closure during the holiday season does not justify the small reduction in the
harvest of red snapper.

We understand this closure was mandated by Congress in its passage of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation Act. However, we are concerned about the data used to project the catch

and subsequent closure. The following information illustrates the range associated with the

Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistical Survey data only: *

T

Assuming a normal distribution the 95% confidence limits on the average weight of red snapper
for waves 1-4 are 2.99 t0 6.45 pounds. This translates into a harvest range of 1,823,326 to

3,933,261 pounds for MRFSS only. A fishery of this economic magnitude deserves more timely
and accurate data,

Because of these considerations, the State of Alabama will not close its territorial waters during
the federal closure.

Sincerely Yours, : Cem e

James D. Martin
Commissioner

The Dspartmont of Canservation and Naturai Resources does not discriminate on the basis of racs, colar, religion, sge, gender, national
origin, or disabiltty in k¢ hiring or employment practices nor in admission to, access to, or oparations of its programs, services, or sctivitles.

iy
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STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
POST OFFICE DRAWER 458 :
GULF SHORES, ALABAMA 36547
TEL: (334) 968-7576
, FAX: (334) 968-7307
E-MAIL: amrdgs@gulfiel.com

FOB JAMES, JR. R. VERNON MINTON, DIRECTOR
GOVERNOR MARINE RESOURCES DIVISION
JAMES D. MARTIN
COMMISSIONER
BOB MACRORY

ABSISTANT COMMISSIONER

NEWS RELEASE

The National Marine Fisheries Service announced that the recreational harvest of red
snapper will close 12:01 a.m., local time, November 27, 1997 through 12:00 midnight,
December 31, 1997. The Service had requested that each of the Gulf States close their
territorial waters in conjunction with the federal closure. The Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources announced today that it has reviewed the request for
closure of state waters and based on recommendations by the biological staff of the
Marine Resources Division, the waters will remain open.

R. Vemon Minton, Director of the Marine Resources Division, stated “We believe this
closure is not the best way to manage a recreational fishery. We believe in strict bag and
size limits for management of recreational fisheries. In the past the Department has been
very supportive of management measures implemented by the National Marine Fisheries
Service. However, we believe the disruption caused by the closure during the holiday
season does not justify the small reduction in the recreational harvest of red snapper.”

The closure was mandated by Congress in its passage of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation Act. However, the Department is very concerned about the data used to
project the catch and the subsequent closure. The small sample size and the large
variability associated with the data creates a wide range of possible quotas.

‘The Department of Conservation and Natural Resaurces does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, age, gender, nationai
orlgin, or disabllity in Its hiring or employmant practicas nor In admiggion to, access to, or opsrations of its programs. services, or activities.
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4200 SMITH SCHOOL ROAD ¢ AUSTIN, TEXAS 78744 « FAX 512:389-4450

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 18, 1997
News Contact: Steve Lightfoot (512) 3894701

TEXAS BALKS AT CLOSING WATERS TO RED SNAPPER SPORTFISHING

AUSTIN — Beginning Nov. 27, recreational anglers will not be allowed to
harvest red snapper in federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico due to a mandatory
closure announced by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). In protest
of what state officials claim is an unnecessary reduction of angler opportunity,
harvest of red snapper in Texas waters (out to nine nautical miles offshore),
although a rarity, will be allowed to continue. '

“Texas has the most conservative fishing regulations on red snapper of
any state along the Gulf,” said Dr. Larry McKinney, senior director for aquatic
resources with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). “We do not
allow an intensive commercial fishery in statc waters and therefore do not
consider it equitable to overly restrict our sport anglers.”

The red snapper closure in federal waters is the first ever for this popular
species and implementation was required under federal law established through
changeslmade by Congress last year to the Magnuson-Stevens Act. Preliminary
landing estimates of red snapper in the Gulf indicated anglers had reached the
4.47-million-pound annual recrcational quota established by the NMFS. The
NMFS has requesled all coastal states implement the same restriction in state
waters. The closure will remain in effect until Jan. 1, 1998.

“The department docs not support closing statc waters to match the
Federal closure,” said McKinney, “because it is the wrong way to manage a

recreational fishery,”



The variance in restrictions could cause confusion among anglers and for
federal law enforcement efforts, stated Hal Osburn, coastal fisheries policy
director with TPWD, who added, “It's important to highlight the nced to keep
management of these fisheries within the control of the states and the regional
councils.”

- Osburn said Texas anglers account for one-third of the recreational red
snapper landings in the Gulf annually. This popular fish provides considcrable
angling opportunity for small charlers and large headboats, as well as for small,
private boats. “Headboat fishing in Federal waters account for most of the red
snapper harvested,” said Osburn. “The disruption in fishing trips planncd
around the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays does not justify the relatively
small reduction in red snapper harvest.”

Aithough a standard practice for managing most corrunercial fisheries,
quotas are ill-suited for recreational fisheries management, according to TPWD
marine biologists. “The recreational fishery is better managed through changes
in size and bag limits, which spread angler harvest throughout the year,” said
Osburn. “I'he Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, in concert with the
Gulf states, has effectively used that approach for many years.”

Osburn said the red snapper fishery is on the rebound but still suffers
from extensive by-catch by Gulf shrimpers. “The most important conservation
measure needed to protect red snapper stocks is the implementation of a by-
catch reduction device on Gulf shrimp trawlers, which catch and kill tens of
millions of juvenile red snapper each year,” he offered.

Implementation of a by-catch reduction device requirement is anticipated
in the spring of 1998, but Osburn says that’s too late for red snapper anglers
during the upcoming holidays.

| SL11/18/97
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Snapper management troubled

ent of the red snapper fishery in the Gulf of Mexico
become a Gordian knot of epic convolute. And unless
someone or some group finds the right sword with which to cut
a knot 13 years in the tying, things almost certainly will grow
even more vexatious. ,

Tt's already considerably vexing for offshore anglers who were
planning snapper expeditions over the upcoming Thanksgiving
Ph.,m,.

This past week, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
announced the first-ever closure of the recreational red snapper
fishery.

As of 12:01 a.m. Nov. 27 (Thanksgiving Day, ironically), it will
[be illegal for angless fishing in federal waters of the Gulf of
Mexico 10 retain any red snapper. The closure will continue
through the end of the year.

And if some scenarios possible under current strategies come to
lpam, *we could look back at a one-month closure as “the good
old days.' * Hal Osbumrn, a Texas fisheries manager, worries.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department officials are so convinced
the recreational closure is the wrong move that they are
refusing a federal request to close red snapper fishing in state
water (out to 9 nautical miles).

"The departmemt does not support closing state waters to
match the federal closure because it is the wrong way to
a recreational fishery. " said Larry McKinney, TPWD's

sentior director for aguatic resources.

easons behind the unprecedented prohibition on catching and
keeping the most popular offehore fish in the Guif and the
defiant reaction of Texas' fisheries managers to thar closure
offer some insight into just how twisted and complex the effort
manage snapper has become.

ed snapper in federal waters are managed under a plan whose
iginal version became law in 1984, That "reef fish
management pian,” devised by the Guif of Mexico Fishery

t Council (a oollecnon of state fisheries officials
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Fimplemented by NMFS, was aimed at addressing a precipitous
decline in red snapper populations.

Red snapper populations werc going through the tloor in the
carly 1980s. Commercials and recreationals were under very
little regulation, and they pillaged the fish.

In 1980, recreational anglers in the Guif of Mexico landed
about 12 million pounds of snapper, according to federal
lestimates.

By 1984, that estimate had dropped to 1.5 miflion pounds. And
anglers continued under no minimum length limits or bag limits.

The management plan aimed to reverse that trend by setting a
|[population target goal and a target date for getting there. The
first target date for “recovery” of the snapper fishery was 2000.
Lt since has been moved several times. Today, the target date
for recovery of the snapper fishery (defined as "20 percent
spawmning stock biomass per recruit,” a figure even the
scientists have a ditlicult time explaining) sits at 2019,

To get there, manayers would use a combination of restrictions
on commercial and recreational anglers and address the totl
shrimp trawis were taking on juvenile snapper.

That loss of young snapper to shrimp trawls, estumated at 4-12

million fish per year, was and 1s, scientists assert, the biggesl

factor imiting recovery of the snapper fishery.

A federal {aw, the Magnuson Fisheries Management Act, gave
the Guif Counctl and NFMS (a branch of the Department of
Commerce) authority to impose regulations n federal waters.
Using the Magnuson Act, managers cut recreational bag limits,
imposed size restrictions and set annual limits on the total
pounds of snapper both commercials and recreationals could
take.

And they began trying to devise a way to stem the slaughter
and waste of juvenile snapper by shrimp trawls.

But politics crept into the game. [very special interest in the
game -- recreational anglers, commercial fishers and adjunct
fbusinesses such as fish dealers and shrimpers — began trying to
influence who took the hardest hits.

In 1990, shnmping interests got a law through Congress that
[prohibited any move to require use of by-catch reduction
devices (BRDs) on trawls for four years.

The only thing managers could do was further restrict
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commercial and recreational take. Which they did.

In 1984, a recreational angler in the Gulf of Mexico could take
unlimited numbers of snapper with no size limit. Today, the
daily limit is five snapper with a 15-inch minimurm length
requirement.

Commercial fishers were limited to an annual quota, and the
season closed when they reached it. Overall recreational take
was limited to an "allocation,” a pouad total controlled by bag
and size limits.

Fast forward to 1996, when the Magnuson Act was
|reauthorized by Congress, this time as the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

At the last minute, an amendment was added to the law that
changed the annual rccreational "aflotment” to a "quota” and
Jmandated Lhe recreational red snapper fishery be closed when
estimates showed that quota had been caught.

With that mandate from Congress, NMFS had no choice but to
order the recreational closure when its estimates showed the

4 47-million-pound recreational quota would be reached by
Nov. 26.

So exactly what is the current status of the red snapper fishery?
That's debatable.

"The latest stock assessments show that (the Gulf-wide red
snapper fishery) continues to be severely overfished,” said Rod
Dalton, an NMFS fisheries administrator.

But even the way the stocks are assessed is under scrutiny. The
currently-used stock assessment methodology has been
undergoing peer review (mandated by thc Magnuson-Stevens
Act), and a report on that review is overdue but expected
before the end of the year.

There is considerable evidence that the snapper fishery is
sfowly responding to the conservative regulations over the past
decade.

"We've seen some very nice increases in recruitment for the
past four years in a row,” said [1al Osbum, policy director for
TPWD's coastal fishenies division and the agency's
representative on the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management
|Council. "That's heartening "

‘There is a "great deal” of argument over the recovery rate, and
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disagreement over which scientific model used to gauye that
rate should be used, he said.

But, Osbumn said, under any management plan or gauge of
recovery, it will be impossible to reach the 2019 target date for
full recovery of the fishery unless something is done to stem the
lloss of juvenile snapper (o shrimp trawis.

"If we'd have implemented BRDs in the early 1990s, we
wouldn't have the problems we have today,” he said. "The long
{delay in addressing the by-catch issue is the reason we're at this
cnsis.”

Without mandatory use of BRDs, commercial and recreational
|red snapper fishing could be prohibited completely for the next
20-plus years, and the red snapper fishery still would not
recover to the plan's goals.

But that particular problem finally might be addressed. Morc
than a decade after shrimp trawls were fingered as the single
most important factor limiting recovery of red snapper, a
regulation mandating use of BRDs on oftshore shrimp trawds
has been adopted and approved by NMFS. Mandatory use of
BRDs on offshore trawls could become effective as early as the
first of the year, NMFS' Dalton said.

But that may not save recreational red snapper fishing from
even more draconian regulations, Osbum said. If, for whatever
reasons, use of BRDs docsn't cut loss of juvenile snapper and
federal regulators decide to try acceterating recovery of red
snapper, as some have suggested, things could get ugly.

One tact to be considered by some in the Gulf Council (which
Ireoommcnds regulations to NMFS for implementation) would
involve cutting the current 9.1-million-pound annual red
snapper quota (split between commercial and recreation
fisherics) to 3.6 million pounds.

“If that happens, you're talking about some serious, serious cuts
|in what already arc very restrictive recreational limits,” Osbum
said.

NMEFS' Dalton concurs.

"There may be even more conservative approaches (to snapper
management) mandated,” he said. "1t could be that there will be
more tightening of belts.”

For Texas, a state that accounts for a third of the recreational
red snapper landings on the Gulf Coast and supports a
considerable and important charter and headboat fleet, the
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stakes in this deal are high.

"Red snapper are the most important offshore fishery we've
got," Osbumn said. "The states and the Guif Council should be
fthe ones making the decisions, using the best available scicnce
- _ . Jand understanding that people are a part of this fishery, too.”

Whether the current confused, complex and compromised
system used to attempt managing the red snapper fishery can be
pared into something more sensible remains an open question.
Until a very sharp fillet knife is applied to the knotty problem, it
certainly won't get better.

Shannon Tompkins covers the outdoors for the Chronicle. His
Jcolumn appears on Thursdays, I'ridays and Sundays.
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STATUS OF THE RED SNAPPER IN U.S. WATERS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO:

UPDATED THROUGH 1996

Michael J. Schirripa

Christopher M. Legdult
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October &, 1997

Southeast Fisheries Science Center
Miami Laboratory
Sustainable Fisheries Division
75 Virginia Beach Drive
Miami, FL 33149-109%

Contribution: MIA-97/98-035

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document provides updates of the commercial
and recreational catches of red snapper in U.S. waters
as well as updates in the estimates of fishing
mortality associated with these catches. Projections
of the possible future condition of the stock area
made, given each of several alternative management
actions. Assumptions made for each of the future
projections was a natural mortality schedule (M = 0.3
for age 0, M=0.3 for age 1, and M=0.] for ages 2 and
older) and that future recruitment would be computed
from a  Beverton-Holt stock-recruitment curve.
Projections of the possible future condition of the
stock were made for a total of 28 management
scenarios, given varations in bycatch reduction,
minimum size, and TAC.

Recent upward trends in the estimated relative
year-class strength from 1993 to 1995 would seem to
indicate that management actions, first put in place in
1990, may be having a positive effect and that the red
snapper stock may be showing signs of the beginning
of a recovery.

Simulations  indicate that the present
management scenario (TAC of 9.12 million, bycatch
reduction of 44%) will not achieve the goal of a 20%
SPR in the year 2019. Further analysis under the
model assumptions noted indicates that for this goal
to be achieved, either TAC need be lowered to
approXimately 6 million pounds (with a reduction in
bycatch of 44%) , or bycatch need be reduced by
approximately 55% (with a TAC of 9.12 million
pounds). To achieve a goal of 30% SPR in the year
2019, bycatch must be reduced by approximately
65%, with little regard to a TAC for the directed
fishery. The simulated possible future levels of SPR
were much more sensitive to differences in bycatch
mortality than to differences in levels of TAC.

DATA UPDATES

Trends in Recruitment

Full Groundfish Survey. The NMFS Pascagoula,
MS, Laboratory had conducted a bottom trawl survey
in the northern Gulf of Mexico in the fall of each vear
since 1972, This program has become known as the
“Fall Groundfish Survey” and is described in some
detail by Nichols and Pellegrin (1992). This survey
is conducted primarily with 40-foot bottom trawis in
October and November. The early vears of the survey
were primarily conducted in the north central Guif
but the survey was later expanded, primarily
westward , to include samples off the Texas coast. In
order to maintain a consistent time series, the
samples selected for inclusion were from the primary
survey area that includes depths of 5 to 50 fathoms
between 88° and 91°30’W. For each set, the number
of snapper caught, their total weight and trawl
duration are known. This information provides an
index of numerical abundance (i.e. , the number
captured per tow-hour). It also provides information
on the mean size of the red snapper that are caught
(total weight/total number). Summaries of the Fall
Groundfish Survey where either calculated in the
same manner as described in Goodyear (1995) or
taken directly from Goodyear (1997).

The Fall Groundfish Survey estimates of red
snapper abundance (CPUE) from the primary survey
area is given in Figure 1 and Table 1. These data
reflect the abundance of red snapper of both age 0
and age 1. Weightings were based on tow duration,
man weight of the fish are given in grams.

Suminer SEAMAP Survey. The SEAMAP program
had been coordinating trawl samples in the Guif of
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Mexico during June and July since 1982. The data
are maintained at the NMFS Pascagoula, MS,
Laboratory and were provided by Pascagoula
Laboratory staff for the analyses in this report.
These samples are taken with the same gear used in
the NMFS Fall Groundfish Survey, but even when
restricted to the 5 to 50 fathom depth interval, they
cover a much larger area. Summaries of the Summer
SEAMAP Survey where either calculated in the same
manner as described in Goodyear (1995) or taken
directly from Goodyear (1997) are given in Tables 2-
4.

FALL SURVEY CATCH/HOUR
L [
Ta
UNOH / HOLVD AZAUNS YIWWNS

A —
BRI j\x:
%W"w‘ &

T T T T T T T T T T
o7 oM oo nm oM R g4 I MW RN

YEAR

Figure 1. Red snapper catch-per-hour towed in the
Fall Groundfish and Summer SEAMAP surveys.

The overall estimate of year class strength of red
snapper at age 1 based on the abundance and mean
weights of red snapper in the Fall Groundfish Survey
and the summer SEAMAP samples are given in
Figure 2 and Table 4.
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Figure 2. Trend in red snapper year-class strengths
based on the resource survey data.

Trends in Catch-per-Unit Effort

Recreational Fishery. Trends in catch-per-unit effort
(CPUE) were used as indices of abundance for the
red snapper stock. Data supplied by the Marine
Recreational Fishery Statistical Survey (MRFSS)

- were combined with survey data from Texas Parks

and Wildlife to estimate private boat CPUE. These
two sources of data were chosen because they enabled
us to consider those fish that were released as well as
those harvested. Only trips that caught red snapper
were considered in the analysis. CPUE was estimated
by the following equation:

CPUE = (ncaught / (nhours * nanglers)) * ¢

where ncaught is equal to the total number of red
snapper caught, nhours is equal to the number of
hours in the trip, nanglers is the number of anglers
contributing to ncaught, and ¢ is a scaling constant
equal to 4. A General Linear Model (GLM)
procedure was used to test for and remove significant
effects on the annual mean due to differences
between variables associated with time and location
of the sampling.

Significant (p < 0.0001) effects on the private
boat CPUE were found for year, month, and hours
fished. CPUE for the recreational/private mode has
the pattern shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. Mean, median, and GLM index of
private boat CPUE for trips catching red snapper in
the Gulf of Mexico, 1981-96.

COMMERCIAL FISHERY

Harvest Landings of commercially caught red
snapper are regulated via a monitored quota system,
and as such are predetermined. Landings increased
in 1996 due to an increase in the comumercial quota
(Figure 4). Landings by state are given in Table 5.
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Figure 4. U.S. Gulf of Mexico commercial landings
of red snapper.

Spatial Distribution. From the 1975 to 1990, the
commercial red snapper fishery has consolidated. In
1975 peak landings were coming from grid 13; in
1995-96 peak landings came from grid 17 showing a
gradual vet obvious movement west (Figure 5).

1875-90 LOUISIANA

TONNES

Figure 5. Spatial distribution of the commercial
catch of red snapper in the Gulf of Mexico for four
time periods, regardless of the locations where they
were landed

Furthermore, the Florida fishery that existed in the
mid nineteen-seventies is virtually economically
extinct (Tables 6-11 ).

Size Distribution. The commercial handline fishery
was found to harvest a different size distribution of
red snapper than does the commercial bottom
longline (Figure 6).  For this reason, the harvest
from these

two gears were stratified into two different groups
and treated individually: harvest from longlines, and
harvest from every other gear (nearly all of which is
handline gear).
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Figure 6. Length frequencies of red snapper by
gear 1979-96.

Examination of the length distributions from the
commercial handline gear over geographic area
revealed that there was also a difference between the
east and west areas of the Gulf of Mexico (Figure 7).
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Figure 7. Length frequencies of red snapper caught
by handlines by area, 1979-96.

For this reason, the landings from the handline gear
where further partitioned into. those coming from
grids 1-10 (east Guif of Mexico), and those coming
from grids 11-21 (west Gulf of Mexico). As with
past analysis, this resulted in a total of three
partitions for the commercial landings.

RECREATIONAL FISHERY

Landings. Estimates of recreational harvest are
obtained from a combination of the NMFS Headboat
Survey, the Marine Recreational Fishery Statistical
Survey (MRFSS), and the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Coastal Sport Fishing Survey. The estimated mean
weight of recreationally landed red snapper by sate,
year, and mode are given in Table 12. The total
estimated recreational harvest (in pounds) by the
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various modes is shown in Figure 6 and Tables 14-
16.
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Figure 8. Recreational harvest (weight) estimates of
red snapper from the Gulf of Mexico, 1979-96.

The MRFSS also estimates the number of fish that
are released (Table 17). An increase in the number
of red snapper released is apparent from about 1987
to present (Figure 9). The sharp increase seen in
1950
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Figure 9. Estimated fractions of red snapper
caught and released by recreational fishers 1979-
96.

is due to an increase in the minimum size put into
place that year (13 inches) as well as the relatively
strong 1989 year class recruiting to the fishery (but
not yet legal size). Releases then start to decline after
1990 but increase again in 1994 when the minimum
legal size was raised to 14 inches. In 1995 and 1996
the estimated number released continued to increase
as the minimum legal size was raised to 15 inches
and year class strengths generally increased.

Size Distribution. The size distributions of the
recreational landings were examined to determine if

stratification of the harvest was necessary. As with
all other previous red smapper assessments in the
Gulf of Mexico, examination of the length
frequencies of the recreational landings by mode did
not reveal any significant differences between modes

~ (Figure 10 ). 1t
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Figure 1). Length frequencies of red snapper by

recreational mode, 1979-96.

was apparent, however, that the minimum size
regulations were having an effect on the sizes of red
snapper that were being harvested. Further
examination of length frequencies by state also lead
to the conclusion that stratification of the recreational
landings by geographic area for the purpose of
analysis was also not necessary (Figure 11 ).
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Figure 11. Length frequencies of recreational
caught red snapper by state, 1979-96.

COMBINED HARVEST

A gradual, annual decline in the total combined
harvest of red snapper is apparent from 1979 to 1990
(Figure 12). After the first significant regulations
were put into place in 1990, landings began to
increase until they were constrained by commercial
quotas and recreational size and cree] limits.
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Figure 12. Combined commercial and recreational
harvest of red snapper from the Gulf of Mexico,
1979-96.

FISHING MORTALITY

Age composition. Mortality was also estimated by
virtual population analysis (VPA) using the
probabilistic method described in Goodvear (1997).
This method is an iterative one in which the catch at
age matrix is modified to agree with a recruitment
index during the tuning procedure. The probabilistic
method of developing the catch-at-age distribution
incorporates the cumulative frequency distributions of
length at age, year-class strengths, and estimates of
prior survival to build age-probability distributions
from sampled lengths. An initial level of fishing
mortality at age is assumed, which along with natural
mortality provides estimates of the historical survival.
These values are combined with the sampled lengths
and year-class strengths to estimate the age
distnibutions of the catch. Fishing mortalities and
numbers at age are then estimated from the computed
catch at age using a tuned sequential population
analysis. These estimates of fishing mortality replace
the initial values and the process is repeated until
convergence is achieved or the procedure reaches a
minimum. Age 15 was considered a plus group in the
VPA. Year<class strengths were estimated from the
summer SEAMAP survey, as described above.

Mortality Estimates

Directed fishery. Fishing mortalities for the directed
fishery were estimated through sequential population
analysis (SPA) using an extension (Powers and
Restrepo 1992) of the ADAPT methodology (Gavaris
1988). The method requires an estimate of age-
specific vulnerabilities (also called selectivity or
availability) of red snapper to the fishery in the most
recent year of the fishery, and an index of abundance
with which to “tune” the analysis through least-
squares minimization of differences between the

index values and the popuilation estimates they
represent. The tuning variables in this analysis were
the time scries of summer SEAMAP abundance
estimates of age 1 red snapper (Figure 2), as were
used in the aging method , and the GLM index of

. CPUE for the private mode from MRFSS. The

initial selectivities used in this analysis were the
same as those described in Goodyear (1995).

Results of the VPA (catch at age, number at age,
and estimate of fishing mortality) are given in Table
19. Estimates of fishing mortality are very similar to
those reported in Goodyear (1995). The resulting fits
to the summer SEAMAP survey and the GLM index
of private mode catch per angler-hour are shown in
Figure 13 and 14, respectively.
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Figure 13. Summer SEAMAP age-1 abundance,
predicted value and residuals from ADAPT
procedure for that catch at age.
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Figure 14. Private mode GLM index of catch per
angler-hour, predicted value and residuals from the
ADAPT procedure for the catch at age.

The overall coefficient of variation for the estimate of
fishing mortality for age 5 in the terminal year was
approximately 27 percent.
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Shrimp discard mortality. Estimates of the total
number of red snapper caught by the shrimp fishery
were obtained from S. Nichols, NMFS, Pascagoula,
MS (pers. com). These estimates were assigned an
age based on the trimester length frequencies samples
from the bycatch characterization database (supplied
by J. Nance, NMFS, Galveston Laboratory). Shrimp
bycatch mortalities for the 1982-1993 vear classes
were estimated by backward iterative solution of the
Baranov catch equation (Ricker 1975). Details of all
methods mentioned in this section are given in
Goodyear (1995). The resulting catch-at-age is given
in Table 19.

POSSIBLE FUTURE CONDITION OF THE
STOCK

Minimuam Sizes. A simple equilibrium per-recruit
analysis was conducted to examine potential gains or
losses in yield-per-recruit (YPR) and spawning
potential ratio (SPR) under a range of minimum size
regulations for two fisheries; commercial and
recreational. Initial conditions were set using no
minimum size regulation and the percent change in
YPR and SPR computed under four sets of size
regulations: 1) 147 minimum size for both
commercial and recreational fisheries, 2) 157
minimum size for both fisheries, 3) 13” commercial
and 16" recreational minimum sizes, and 4) 16"
minimum size for both fisheries. The analyses were
conducted twice, once assuming a fixed fishing
effort by the two fisheries as the minimum size
regulations changed. and secondly assuming a
constant total yield taken by the fisheries. The data
required for the analyses consists of the natural
mortality rate (M, set to 0.1), weight at age, fecundity
at age, selectivities at age for the two fisheries (see
below), and fishing mortality rate multipliers (Fma)
for each fishery such that the fishing mortality at age
is the product of selectivity and Fmut Yield-per-
recruit and spawning potential ratio were computed
using the traditional fisheries equations under the
assumption that all fish grew according to the von
Bertalanffy growth equation, i.e. no variability in
length at age, and thus minimum size regulations
could be directly converted to ages. In this case the
14, 15 and 16 inch size regulations convert to 3.29,
3.61 and 3.93 years, respectively. Fish caught below
the minimum size (age) were not added to the yield
but did contribute to the total mortality assuming
33% and 20% release mortality for the commercial
and recreational fisheries, respectively.

The selectivity at age pattern used for each
fishery is an important assumption in these analyses.
Two sets of selectivities were used: 1) computed from
observations and 2) same as (1) but not allowed to
decrease for ages greater than the one fully selected
(see Figure 15). The computed selectivity patterns

were derived using the average of 1984 and 1985
observations as a proxy for what the selectivities by
fishery would be under no regulations. The total
fishing mortality rate at age from the virtual
population analysis was split between the fisheries
according to the proportion of catch at age due to each

fishery. These two vectors were then rescaled by

dividing by the largest observation to make the fully
selected age equal to one. The large drop in
selectivity at age for the recreational fishery seen in
Figure 15 may be an artifact of the method used to
create the selectivities. Thus the second set of
selectivities assumes a flat-top pattern by setting all
ages older than the fully selected age (26 and 3 for
commercial and recreational, respectively) equal to

one (Figure 15)
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Figare 15. Selectivities used in YPR/SPR analysis
of minimum sizes.

Increases in YPR and SPR relative to the no
minimum size scenario are given in Table 21a. The
spawning potential ratio and total yield-per-recruit
increase as the minimum size is raised. However, the
fishery specific yield-per-recruits are always greater
than the no minimum size condition, but do not
always increase as the minimum size increases. For
example, using the computed selectivities the
recreational YPR does not change as its minimum
size s increased from 14 to 15 inches and the YPR
decreases as its minimum size further increases to 16
inches, although the values are still greater than the
no minimurm size condition. This same pattern is seen
for the commercial fishery using flat-top selectivities
increasing from 15 to 16 inches when the recreational
minimurm size is 16 inches. Thus the potential gains
to the fishery due to increases in minimum size
regulations may be offset by decreases in yield-per-
recruit to the fisheries.

In the secoud set of analyses, fixing the total
yield landed by the fisheries, the spawning potential
ratio increased or decreased relative to the no
minimum size regulation depending upon the
selectivity pattern used (Table 21b). The computed
selectivity patterns produced increasing SPR with
increases in the minimum size. The flat-top
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selectivities caused the SPR to decrease with
increasing minimum size due to larger fishing
mortality rates required to achieve the toul yield.
Thus the raising of minimum size regulations can
have a positive or negative impact on SPR if the
towal allowable cawch is fixed depending upon the
selectivity patterns of the fisheries.

Goodyear (1995) cites work -and provides
analysis on how long term yields can be effected by
the selective removal of faster growing fish (Parma
and Deriso 1990). To the extent that growth is a
heritable trait, strong selection for the survival of
slower growing fish (which is an effect of minimum
size regulations) can have detrimental effects on the
long-terth productivity of the stock. Although the
first minimum size analysis above resulted in an
increase an SPR when minimum size was increased
from 15 inches to 16 inches, more detailed
simulations, discussed below, indicate that this
measure would have little if any effect on the value of
SPR in the year 2019. These analyses differ in their
assumptions of selectivity and variation of size-at-
age.

Simulation of management alternatives. A total of
twenty eight different management scenarios were
simulated using a length-based model (Goodvear
1989). Assumptions for the simulations are as
follows: a natural mortality schedule (M=0.5 for age
0, M=0.3 for age 1, and M=0.1 for age 2 and older);
that reductions in shrimp bycatch mortality are
relative to the 1984—1989 average mortality, and
that future recruitment would be computed from a
Beverton-Holt stock-recruitment curve (alpha =
4.076E-03, and beta = 1.736E-11). Variables
examined in the simulations include variations in
bycatch reduction, minimum size for commercial and
recreational fishery, and managed fishing mortality.
Table 22 contains the specific parameters of each of
the 28 scenanios,

Increasing the minimum size from 15 to 16
inches for either the recreational or both the
recreational and commercial fisheries did not result in
an increase in SPR in the year 2019. This is because
fish that were being caught were being killed, which
contributes to fishing mortality, but not counted
towards the yield. As minimum size increased, the
portion of the stock that was eligible to contribute to
the yield decreased and consequently had to fished
harder to achieve the same yield. This increase in
effort then resulted in more fish being release (and
thus suffering release mortality).

Simulated outcomes of the possible future
condition of the red snapper stock were most
dependent on the level bycatch reduction. Figure 16
shows isopleths of equal SPR given a range of
bycatch reductions and TAC for the directed fishery.
This graph assumes that both recreational and
commercial fisheries operate at a minimum size of 16

inches. Values of SPR are those values for the year
2019.
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Figure 16. SPR(%;) isopleths for the year 2019 as a
function of shrimp bycatch reduction and directed
Sishery TAC , assuming a minimum size of 16
inches for the directed fishery. Circle correspoonds
to present management scenario

The circle displayed in Figure 16 represents the
present management scenario (i.e. 9.12 million
pounds TAC for the directed fishery and an assumed
bycatch reduction of 44%; see option 7, Table 22).
From this graph it can be seen that under the applied
model assumptions, the present management scenario
will not achieve an SPR of at least 20% in the year
2019. Under the assumptions applied, in order to
achieve 20% SPR in 2019 either the TAC must be
reduced to approximately 6 million pounds, or
bycatch mortality reduced by approximately 55%. If
an SPR of 30% in the year 2019 is to be achieved,
then bycatch would need to be reduced between 60
and 70 percent of the 1984-1989 average. The
vertical nature of the lines in Figure 16 indicate that
future levels of SPR are much more sensitive to
differences in bycatch mortality than to ditferences in
levels of TAC.
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Table 1. Fall Groundfish Survey estimates of red snapper abundance from the primary survey area. These data
reflect the abundance of U.S. Gulf of Mexico red snapper of both age 0 and age 1.

SUM SUM 2.5K UNWTD WTD

ALL TOWS HOURS MEAN MEAN MEAN
YEAR TOWS W/RS FREQ TOWED /HOUR  /HOUR WEIGHT
72 144 98  0.681 70 40.88 42.90 46.8
73 231 123 0.532 12 11.00 10.97 151.0
74 231 91 0.39 13 8.17 8.32 143.9
75 234 95  0.406 97 10.56 11.18 71.5
76 268 109 0.407 109 8.49 9.24 94.0
77 262 103 0.426 111 10.11 10.04 97.8
78 250 85 0.340 121 22.25 22.96 65.0
79 260 105 0.404 122 7.84 8.09 74.4
80 210 131 0.624 94 17.95 17.66 93.0
81 219 113 0.516 106 19.91  20.57 39.4
82 254 157 0.618 123 19.146 19.41 80.2
83 206 93 0.451 73 7.17 7.40 84.5
84 211 74 0.351 103 3.55 3.61 125.5
85 117 39 0.333 29 5.50 5.50 63.6
86 41 12 0.293 10 5.56 5.56 36.2
87 62 16 0.258 32 1.90 1.83 190.7
88 67 16 0.239 26 5.23 5.48 64.0
89 63 33 0.524 3 7.36 4.90 89.0
90 76 46 0.605 41 18.14  11.32 56.9
1 66 37 0.561 23 6.18 7.56 51.3
92 53 15 0.283 28 1.98 1.61 116.0
93 82 30 0.366 42 9.36 5.39 57.9
94 70 37 0.529 44 4.87 5.12 127.5
95 58 36 0.621 34 8.54 8.49 35.6
96 53 29 0.547 36 6.83 6.83 143.4

.............................................................



Table 2. Summary of Summer SEAMAP v
Mexico. Mean weights are in grams.

YEAR

-

82
83
84
85
86
87
as
89
90
91
92
93
94

SUM
ALL
ToWS

VESSEL 17 (Tommy Monroe)

WTD
MEAN
THOUR

essel Flata used to characterize red snapper abundance at age 1 in the Guif of

............................................................

YEAR

82
85

SUM
AtL
TOWS

MEAN
WEIGHT

.............................................................

YEAR

88
89
90
91
92
93
94

SUM
ALL
TOWS

WTD
MEAN
/HOUR

.....

5.83

SUM UNWTD
- TONS HOURS  MEAN
W/RS FREQ TOWED  /HOUR
1 0.053 10 2.17
3 0.214 7 2.27
2 0.087 10 0.47
0 0.000 12 0.00
2 0.07m 10 0.69
17 0.293 26 1.90
0.150 26 2.8
10  0.333 17 8.04
14 0.500 19 4.40
3 0.115 122 1.05
11 0.367 12 12.35
4  0.174 1 0.95
5 0.200 13 3.17
VESSEL 31 (RJ Kempt)
SUM UNWTD
TOWS HOURS  MEAN
W/RS FREQ TOWED  /HOUR
8 0.242 1 6.96
3 0.300 4 1.47
2 0.250 3 0.57

VESSEL 35 (LUMCON Pelican)
SUM UNWTD
TOWS KOURS  MEAN
W/RS FREQ TOWED  /HOUR
2 0.087 9 0.92
2 0.100 7 0.76
S 0.238 é 6.00
4 0,176 9 2.81
3 0.136 8 4.18
1 0.042 9 0.08
6 0.250 9 3.42

......

.............................................................
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Table 2. Summary of Summer SEAMAP vessel data used to characterize red snapper abundance at age 1 in the Gulf of Mexico
(continued).

VESSEL 04 (Oregon 11)

SUM SUM 2.5K UNWTD WD

ALL TOWS HOURS MEAN MEAN MEAN
YEAR TOWS W/RS FREQ TOWED /HOUR  /HOUR WEIGHT
82 202 60 0.297 65 10.32  12.07 135.0
83 231 34 0.147 72 2.44 2.05 96.0
84 219 31 0.142 75 3.09 3.20 92.3
85 134 34 0.254 58 4.02 4.00 105.5
86 145 16 0.110 62 0.84 0.87 69.8
87 220 S5 0.250 126 3.36 3.07 116.9
-] 185 43 0.232 125 1.32 1.36 128.90
89 185 24 0.130 115 0.99 0.95 112.0
90 236 90 0.381 147 10.00 8.24 95.5
91 225 69 0.307 151 3.20 2.92 140.0
92 232 56 0.261 144 1.7 2.03 99.5
93 248 67 0.270 169 3.62 2.98 66.0
9% 232 80 0.345 152 5.19 5.21 97.3
95 209 71 0.340 150 6.21 5.79 99.5
96 220 89  0.405 162 7.56 a.n 90.0

.............................................................

VESSEL 23 (Alabama vessel (s))

SUM SUM UNWTD WTD

ALL TOWS HOURS MEAN MEAN MEAN
YEAR TOWS W/RS FREQ TOWED /HOUR  /HOUR WEIGHT
89 8 ¢ 0.000 2 0.00 0.00 -
90 14 4 0.286 5 4.10 3.19 54.8
1 7 3 0.429 4 4.03 4.68 95.5
92 15 2 0.133 7 1.86 2.06 60.5
93 8 2 0.250 4 1.27 1.77 69.1
94 7 3 0.429 4 2.37 2.23 65.4

............................................................
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Table 3. Summer SEAMAP red snapper catch per hour towed by vessel and pooled for all vessels based on unweighted means
and mean weighted based on tow duration. These data estimate the abundance of U.S. Guif of Mexico red snapper at age 1.

...................................................................

UNWEIGHTED MEANS WEIGHTED MEANS
VESSEL VESSEL
YR 17 35 04 TOTAL 17 35 04 TQTAL
82 2.17 . 10.32 9.62 1.39 - 12.07 10.63
83 2.27 - 2,46 2.43 2.72 - 2.05 2.10
84 0.47 - 3.09 2.8 0.99 - 3.20 2.94
85 0.00 - 4.02 3.28 0.00 - 5.00 3.31
86 0.69 - 0.8, 0.82 0.78 - 0.87 0.85
87 1.90 - 3.36  3.05 3.19 - 3.07 3.09
88 2.81 0.92 1.32 1.52 t1.49 116 1.36 1.37
89 8.04 0.76 0.99 1.87 5.16 1.18 0.95 1.48
90 4.40 6.00 10.00 9.15 4.19 5.8 8.24 7.70
1 1.05  2.81 3.20 2.96 1.66 1.76 2.92 2.77
92 12.35 4.18 1.71  3.03 8.81 2.04 2.03 2.53
93 0.95 0.08 3.62 3.12 1.06 0.12 2.98 2.7%
9% 3.17  3.42 5.19 4.86 5.68 3.5 5.21 5.16
95 - - 6.21 6.21 - - 5.79 5.79
96 - - 7.56 7.56 - - 8.1 8.1

...................................................................
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Table 4. Estimates of relative year class strength of red snapper at age 1 based on the abundance and mean
weights of red snapper in the Fall Groundfish Survey and the Summer SEAMAP samples. The 1972-1981
values for age-1 recruitment were obtained by decomposing the Fall survey estimates based ono mean
weight of the fall samples and subsequently adjusting for the spring-fall seasonal differential in catch rates.
The 1982-196 estimates of Age 1 recruitment are from the Summer SEAMAP Survey.

FALL SURVEY DATA

............................

NUMBER
------------------ AGE 1
MEAN AGE AGE PERCENT SUMMER RECRUITMENT

YR WT TOTAL  ZERO ONE AGE ONE  EQUIVALENT VALUE

72 46.8 42.900 35.853 7.047 16.4 14,87 14.87
73 151.0 10.970 S.121 5.849 $3.3 12.34 12.34
74 143.9 8.320 4.093 4,227 50.8 8.92 8.92
75 71.5 11.180 8.366 2.814 25.2 5.94 5.94
76 94,0 9.260 6,178 3.062 33.1 6.46 6.46
77 97.8 10.040 6.578 3.462 34.5 7.30 7.30
78 65.0 22.960 17.709 5.251 22.9 11.08 11.08
79 74,4 8.090 5.971 2.119 26.2 4.47 4.47
80 93.0 17.660 11.871 5.789 32.8 12.21 12.21
81 39.4 20.570 17.730 2.840 13.8 5.99 5.99
82 80.2 19.610 13.927 5.483 28.3 11,57 9.62
83 84.5 7.400 5.197 2.203 29.8 4.65 2.43
84 125.5 3.610 2.011 1.599 44.3 3.37 2.86
85 63.6 5.500 4.269 1.231 22.4 2.60 3.28
86 36.2 5.560 4.855 0.705 12.7 1.49 0.82
87 190.7 1.830 0.597 1.233 7.4 2.60 3.05
88 64.2 5.920 4.583 1.337 22.6 2.82 1.52
89 89.0 4.900 3.363 1.537 31.4 3.24 1.87
9¢ S56.9 11.320 9.056 2.264 20.0 4.78 9.15
91 51.3 7.560 6.198 1.382 18.0 2.87 2.96
92 116.0 1.610 0.951 0.659 40.9 1.39 3.03
93 57.9 5.390 4.293 1.097 20.4 2.3 3.12
94 127.5 5.120 2.816 2.304 45.0 4.86 4.86
95 35.6 8.4%0 7.432 1.058 12.5 2.23 6.21
96 143.4 6.830 3,372 3.458 50.6 7.29 7.56

........................................................................
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Table S. Reported commercial landings for red snapper from the Gulf of Mexico, 1962-1996. The columns labeld "TOTAL"
include catches from foreign waters that were landed along the U.S. Gulf of Mexico Coast. Those labeled "US" were caught in

GRIDS 1 through 21. Units are thousands of pounds.

.........................................................................................................

FLORIDA ALABAMA MISSISSIPPI LOUISIANA TEXAS TOTAL
YEAR uUs TOTAL us TOTAL Us TOTAL Us TOTAL uUs TOTAL us  TOTAL
1962 5966 - 1893 - 2176 - 694 - 1742 - 12472 -
1963 6569 - 2315 - 1886 - 388 - 2169 - 13326 -
1964 7251 5045 2393 74 1849 514 310 310 2250 1264 14053 7207
1965 6739 5200 2495 94 2366 628 243 243 2212 121 14055 7375
1966 5761 3890 2701 309 2775 727 208 208 1653 1050 13098 6184
1967 S609 4267 2288 533 2890 1316 302 302 1409 829 12498 7247
1968 4782 4149 1214 832 3726 1906 277 277 1128 719 11126 7883
1969 4750 4156 1246 413 2968 1376 130 130 925 619 10018 6695
1970 4289 3990 983 545 2519 1538 255 255 916 676 8963 7005
1971 4304 3984 939 723 2399 1878 162 162 1082 862 8886 7609
1972 4097 3749 1051 733 2266 1537 259 259 1238 938 8910 7216
1973 4175 4017 960 728 2331 1837 354 354 781 669 8602 7606
1974 5119 4967 891 693 1900 1615 286 286 743 663 8938 8224
1975 4943 4841 833 723 1709 1325 151 151 627 518 8263 7558
1976 4466 4393 635 534 1875 1332 58 58 495 341 7530 6658
1977 3175 3143 520 343 1439 1275 99 99 440 305 5673 5165
1978 3065 2966 426 276 1094 1003 7 71 388 388 5045 4705
1979 2981 2981 535 248 1057 891 176 176 215 215 4964 4510
1980 3113 3113 418 164 930 736 201 201 350 350 5012 4565
1981 3479 3473 504 346 975 674 421 421 585 585 5965 5499
1982 3684 3676 581 514 1041 958 468 464 634 634 6408 6247
1983 4230 4229 535 443 1116 1096 718 718 678 678 7278 7165
1984 2889 2885 340 340 698 629 1092 1092 723 723 5742 5669
1985 1822 1822 199 199 642 393 994 994 780 780 46438 46189
1986 1034 1034 146 146 531 314 1351 1351 903 903 3965 3748
1987 713 712 139 139 513 226 1282 1282 709 709 3356 3068
1988 893 892 97 97 3n 290 1818 1818 880 880 4059 3977
1989 788 788 80 80 213 213 1490 1490 527 527 3098 3098
1990 843 843 51 51 200 200 1208 1208 359 359 2662 2662
1991 585 585 51 51 135 135 1161 1161 302 302 2234 2234
1992 668 668 63 63 131 131 1374 1374 903 903 3138 3138
1993 450 450 45 45 129 129 1760 1760 1061 1061 3446 3446
1994 409 409 76 76 151 151 1739 1739 745 745 3120 3120
1995 163 163 36 36 151 151 1613 1613 986 986 2051 2951
1996 220 220 37 37 238 238 2381 2381 1472 1472 4347 4347

.........................................................................................................
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Table 9. Gulfwide total commercial landings (thousands of pounds) of red snapper from fish traps by year and location of capture (grid).
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Table 12. Mean weights and sample sizes for recreationally harvested red snapper by year, state,

~and mode. .

..........................................................

.........

1700 0.97
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Table 12. Mean weights and sample sizes for recreationally harvested red snapper by year, state,
and mede (cont.).
1983
SHORE HEADBOAT CHARTER PRIVATE ALL
ST N Lbs N lbs N Llbs N Lbs N lbs
FL ¢ - 127 2.27 86 1.58 7 3.04 220 2.02
AL ¢ - 28 1.48 118 2.14 31.25 149 2.00
MS e - [ o - 5 4.10 5 4.10
LA 4 1.03 416 1.50 4264 1,57 129 1.58 973 1.54
™ 1 0.49 3577 1.13 19 1.22 375 1.20 3972 1.14
ALL 50.92 4148 1.21 647 1.67 519 1.34 5319 1.28
1984
SHORE HEADBCAT CHARTER PRIVATE ALL
ST N Llbs N lbs N Lbs N Llbs N Lbs
FL o - 19 6.69 38 1.73 6 0.51 63 3.1
AL o - 2 0.99 3 2.36 14 1.08 19 1.27
MS o - 0 - 0o - 19.10 19.10
LA o - 26 1.53 214 4.01 52 2.09 292 3.44
™ 11 0.82 4253 1.13 6 2.29 390 1.81 4660 1.19
ALL 11 0.82 4300 1.16 261 3.62 463 1.82 5035 1.35
1985
SHORE HEADBOAT CHARTER PRIVATE ALL
ST N Lbs N Lbs N lbs N Llbs N lbs
FL o - 15 4.20 3 6.97 9 4.02 27 4.45
AL 0 - 2 1.43 36 2.29 21.10 40 2.19
MS 0 - 0 - 0 - 1 0.44 1 0.44
LA 0 - 62 1.44 40 3.39 30 1.38 132 2.02
> o - 1340 1.07 94 1.95 653 1.34 2087 1.19
ALL o - 1419 1.12 173 2.44 695 1.37 2287 1.30
1986
SHORE HEADBOAT CHARTER PRIVATE ALL
ST N lbs N lbs N lbs N lbs N lbs
FL 0o - 96 2.66 61 3.77 10 2.66 167 3.07
AL 0 - 72 2.31 105 2.33 7 6.38 184 2.48
MS o - e - 16 1.43 11.5% 17 1.44
LA 0 - 237 1.86 354 1.67 52 2.43 643 1,80
X 0 - 6016 1.31% 6 2.55 363 1.46 6385 1.32
ALL 0 - 6420 1.36 542 2.06 433 1.68 7395 1.43
2 R



Table 13. Mean weights and sample sizes for recreationally harvested red snapper by year, state,

............................... [ L T T L R L L R P

READBOAT

..........

.........

CHARTER

----------

.........

219 2.95
262 2.34
10 2.84
230 1.81
29 3.00

.........

PRIVATE

—eavrm—aae -

N ibs

117 3.21
59 1.85
3 0.66
22 1.36

433 1.43

.........

..........

.........

397 2.43

13 2.34
665 1.75
6031 1.35

..........................................................

..........

.........

100 2.47
98 2.39

0 -
556 1.37
4180 1.88

..........

.........

..........

.........

..........................................................

and mode (cont.).
SHORE
ST N Lbs
FL 0 -
AL 0 - -
MS 0o -
LA 0 -
X 0o -
ALL 0 -
SHORE
ST N Llbs
FL 1 0.48
AL o} -
MS o -
LA 0 -
TX o -
ALL 1 0.48
SHORE
4 N lbs
FL 10 0.73
AL g -
NS 0o -
LA 0 -
™ ¢ -
ALL 10 0.73
SHORE
ST K lbs
FL 6 1.39
AL 10 1.97
MS 0 -
LA 0 -
X 0 -
ALL 16 1.76

146 2.40
140 2.24
0o -
1278 1.62
5009 1.53

----------

4619 1.83

17 2.72
125 2.53
27 2.1
20 1.79

9 5.12

17 4.25
214 2.36
14 1.79
83 1.%90
7 1.36

335 2.30

..........

23 1.57

23

..........

.........

184 2.36
270 2.35
27 2.41
1362 1.72
5344 1.53

.........

.........

200 2.52
431 2.25
21 1.99
822 1.83
3948 1.78

.........

5422 1.85



Table 12. Mean weights and sample sizes for recreationally harvested red snapper by year, state,

and mode (cont.).
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151 3.51
1844 2.99
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Table 12. Mean weights and sample sizes for recreationally harvested red snapper by year, state,
and mode (cont.).

1995
SHCORE HEADBOAT CHARTER PRIVATE ALL
ST N lbs N {bs N lbs N lbs N tbs
FL Q - 222 3.18 58 2.40 15 4.66 295 3.10
AL 0 - 221 3.18 1593 2.96 83 4.17 1897 3.04
MS 0 - g - 5 9.48 22 2.35 27 3.67
LA 0 - 1303 4.32 145 46.20 58 4.02 1506 4.30
X 0 - 7022 3.16 35 3.52 1327 3.23 8384 3.17
ALL 0 - 8767 3.33 1836 3.07 1505 3.31 12108 3.29
1996
SHORE HEADBOAT CHARTER PRIVATE ALL
ST N lbs N lbs N lbs N lbs N ibs
FL o - 248 2.98 61 4.19 14 2.91 323 3.20
AL 1] - 248 2.98 133 4.36 61 4.70 442 3.63
MS 0 - 0 - 36 3.16 33 3.17 69 3.16
LA o - 1060 3.70 108 4.18 48 3.79 1216 3.74
X o - 4186 3.28 67 4.26 1009 3.65 5262 3.36

ALL o - 5742 3.33 405 4.16 1165 3.69 7312 3.43
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Table 14. Recreational harvest estimates for Gulf of Mexico red snapper by state and distance from shore
for the period 1979-1996. See the caption for Table 13 for detwils on the data sources.

State Inshore Maters

.............................................. e e L T e e

Florida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana Texas Total Gulf

Year Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb wt Numb Wt Numb Wt

1979 1233 3702 0 0 0 0 78 306 185 181 1496 4190
1980 19 30 0 0 0 0 rs! 183 0 0 91 213
1981 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
1982 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 13 16 13
1983 0 1] 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 31 27 31
1984 0 0 0 0 0 "] 0 0 19 23 19 23
1985 0 0 0 0 0 0 35 71 0 [ 35 71
1986 0 1 0 [§] [¢] 0 1 2 4 5 é 8
1987 4 13 0 o} 0 0 0 0 2 3 7 16
1988 0 0 0 0 2 2 [s} 0 4 8 é 10
1989 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 o 1 2 2 5
1990 0 0 2 4 0 0 1] 0 4 7 5 11
1991 9 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 8 14 29
1992 1 2 2 5 6 18 [ 17 12 26 27 68
1993 4 9 17 37 0 0 1 2 10 26 32 76
1994 0 0 10 28 0 0 0 0 5 13 15 42
1995 "] 0 1 4 1] Q 0 Q 5 15 é 19
1996 1 3 o] 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 5

State Territorial Seas
Florida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana Texas Total Gutf

Year Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt

1979 72 218 8 7 ] 0 0 0 18 18 98 242
1980 350 547 0 0 0 1 31 7™ 46 204 448 831
1981 219 397 273 509 4] 0 12 30 121 112 625 1047
1982 176 375 449 934 0 0 49 84 22 19 697 1412
1983 45 91 21 41 0 0 79 122 26 29 170 283
1984 35 109 8 11 0 0 77 264 3 3 122 387
1985 22 98 0 0 0 0 14 29 0 0 36 127
1986 174 533 1 1 0 0 24 [ 8 1 207 589
1987 233 710 39 95 0 0 6 1 2 3 281 819
1988 39 106 34 71 3 4 0 0 5 9 80 190
1989 87 206 0 0 v] 1 0 0 64 98 152 305
1990 60 152 47 105 1 2 15 28 11 19 133 305
1991 127 ° 295 10 20 0 0 5 14 6 1 149 341
1992 47 102 21 43 10 33 34 95 8 18 120 291
1993 118 285 14 31 0 0 3 10 187 483 322 809
1994 77 221 15 42 7 31 34 137 16 41 149 472
1995 100 310 2 7 0 0 9 40 19 62 131 419
1996 72 231 0 0 0 2 2 6 S 17 79 255
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Table 14. Recreational harvest estimates for Gulf of Mexico red snapper by state and distance from shore
for the period 1979-1996. See the caption for Table 13 for details on the data sources {cont).

EEZ
Florida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana Texas Total Gulf

Year Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt

1979 43 129 1293 1173 1 2 744 2911 1800 1767 3880 5982
1980 500 780 78 66 91 143 1460 3746 1461 4515 3550 9247
1981 88 160 200 374 0 0 1094 2716 264 245 1647 3494
1982 119 254 3 [-) 35 32 602 1043 455 382 12146 1716
1983 182 368 830 1660 1" 14 1447 2230 551 627 3021 4899
1984 25 77 121 163 0 1 388 1338 470 559 1004 2137
1985 187 832 260 568 2 3 253 510 357 427 1059 2339
1986 331 1014 105 260 1 2 221 399 326 427 983 2102
1987 306 932 97 237 20 3N 95 167 354 476 873 1843
1988 295 809 127 269 " 12 249 375 457 856 1139 2321
1989 128 302 180 426 131 314 184 316 393 600 1015 1956
1990 28 70 166 372 19 36 84 154 185 330 482 962
1991 58 134 238 476 65 162 171 447 275 488 807 1706
1992 135 296 379 785 195 613 21 584 471 1071 1391 3350
1993 352 853 525 1146 170 597 375 1123 S06 1308 1929 5028
1994 215 617 384 1076 91 419 253 1004 629 1605 1572 4721
1995 37 114 345 1049 36 130 299 1287 368 1165 1085 3746
1996 146 467 283 1026 51 162 207 774 346 1164 1033 3592

..................................................................................................................
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Table 15. Recreational harvest estimates for Gulf of Mexico red snapper by state and fishing mode for the
period 1979-1996 See the caption for Tabie 13 for details on the data sources.

Shore mode
Florida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana Texas Total Gulf

Year Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt

1979 79 237 0 0 0 0 0 o} 14 14 93 251
1980 23 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 37
1981 i} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1982 0 ¢} o} 0 0 o} 0 0 0 0 0 0
1983 v} 0 0 0 0 0 7 1 4 5 1 16
1984 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 21 18 21
1985 4 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 28
1986 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o]
1987 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 b} 0 0 2 6
1988 4 10 0 v} 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 10
1989 34 80 o] 0 0 Q 0 0 V] 0 34 .80
1990 18 46 32 72 0 0 0 1} i} 0 51 1g9
1991 9 21 1 1 0 0 ] 0 0 0 9 22
1992 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 b}
1993 4 9 0 1 0 0 0 0 [0} 0 4 10
1994 4 13 0 0 0 g 0 0 0 o 4 13
1995 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o} 0 0 0 0
1996 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Party/Charters
Florida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana Texas Total Gulf

Year Numb Nt Numb Ht Numb Wt Numb wt Numb Wt Numb Wt

1979 987 2962 232 210 0 0 3 12 1671 1641 2892 4824
1980 581 906 64 S4 0 0 9 23 1390 4296 2044 5279
1981 43 77 9% 175 Q ¢ 61 152 136 126 334 531
1982 174 3N 210 436 27 25 297 S14 400 336 1108 1681
1983 211 427 609 1219 0 0 233 358 485 552 1538 2556
1984 32 99 84 13 0 0 306 1055 452 539 874 1806
1985 24 108 206 451 ¢} ¢ 213 430 177 211 621 1201
1986 434 1331 78 194 0 0 99 178 303 399 914 2101
1987 446 1358 61 149 0 0 68 120 312 420 888 2046
1988 221 607 144 305 1) 7 39 59 399 746 810 1724
1989 116 274 158 372 2 4 31 54 361 552 668 1256
1990 43 108 63 142 4 8 58 106 174 309 342 673
1991 131 304 100 199 1 4 169 444 236 420 638 1370
1992 131 287 125 259 3 8 126 348 377 857 761 1760
1993 424 1026 241 525 26 92 181 542 523 1352 1395 3538
1994 266 762 147 411 20 92 154 611 459 173 1046 3049
1995 125 388 177 537 2 7 153 458 322 1021 778 2609
1996 197 632 172 625 1 35 114 426 315 1057 809 2776

...................................................
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Table 15. Recreational harvest estimates for Gulf of Mexico red snapper by state and fishing mode for the
period 1979-1996 See the caption for Table 13 for details on the data sources (cont.).

Private/rentat
florida Alabama Mississippi Louisiana Texas Total Gulf

Year Numb wt Numb wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt Numb Wt

1979 283 850 1069 970 2 819 3205 318 312 2450 5339
1980 266 414 14 12 $1 1464 1553 3983 137 422 2021 4976
1981 266 480 379 708 0 Q 1045 2593 249 231 1938 4012
1982 121 258 262 504 8 7 354 614 93 78 819 1661
1983 16 32 261 482 11 14 1287 1982 115 130 1669 2641
1984 28 87 45 60 0 1 159 547 21 25 253 720
1985 179 795 S3 117 2 3 89 179 180 215 503 1309
1986 7 217 27 68 1 2 148 267 33 (24 281 597
1987 96 291 75 183 20 3 33 58 47 63 271 626
1988 109 299 17 35 9 10 210 316 68 126 412 787
1989 65 153 22 52 130 314 153 262 97 148 467 929
1990 27 68 119 267 16 30 41 75 26 46 229 486
1991 54 126 148 296 64 158 7 17 49 87 322 684
1992 51 113 277 574 209 656 126 348 114 259 777 1950
1993 46 112 315 687 144 505 198 594 180 466 884 2365
1994 22 &3 263 736 78 358 133 529 191 487 687 2173
1995 12 37 173 524 34 124 156 670 70 221 444 1575
1996 21 68 " 401 40 128 9% 353 37 125 304 1076
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Table 16. Recreational harvest estimates for Gulf of Mexico red snapper by party/headboats and charter
vessels by state for the period 1979-1996 See the caption for Table 13 for details on the data sources.

Party (Headboats)

----------------- P L L L T e e L i R R T R e R R R e R N

..................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................

Florida

Year Numb Wt

1986 9 28
1987 S 16
1988 9 24
1989 6 14
1990 9 23
1991 8 19
1992 17 38
1993 19 47
1994 15 44
1995 12 37
1996 14 48

Florida

Year Numb Wt

1986 425 1303
1987 441 1342
1988 213 583
1989 110 260
1990 34 85
1991 123 285
1992 114 250
1993 405 980
1994 250 717
1995 113 350
1996 183 586

Alabama
Numb . Wt
7 18
5 1"
6 14
5 12
8 17
8 15
17 35
18 40
14 4Q
1 33
14 51
Alabama
Numb Nt
71 175
57 138
138 291
153 360
55 124
92 184
108 224
222 485
132 371
165 502
158 573

Mississippi
Numb Wt

0 g

0 0

0 0

Q 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

¢ g

0- 0

0 0

Charter
Mississippi
Numb Wt

0 0

0 o

[-) 7

2 4

4 8

1 4

3 8

26 92

20 92

2 7

11 35

31

Louisiana
Numb Wt
14 26
10 17
28 43
12 21
14 25
29 75
41 114
48 143
47 188
35 150
40 149
Louisiana
Numb Wt
84 152
59 103
11 16
19 33
44 81
141 369
84 233
133 399
107 424
118 508
74 277

Texas
Numb vt
302 397
310 417
395 739
360 SS1
173 308
236 419
372 846
411 1062
450 1150
320 1013
309 1040
Texas
Numb Wt
1 1
2 3
4 8
1 1
0 1
0 1
5 1
112 290
9 23
2 7
5 17

Total Gulf
Numb Wt
333 469
329 461
438 819
384 598
204 374
281 528
447 1033
496 1292
528 1622
378 1235
378 1286
Total Gulf
Numb Wt
581 1632
559 1586
372 905
285 658
138 299
357 842
314 727
899 2246
518 1627
400 1374
431 1490



Table 17. Estimates of fractions of red snapper caught and released by recreational fishermen by fishing
mode and year for the period 1979-19966 based on the NMRFSS data. Note: charter boat data are included

with headboats before 1986.

Headboats Charter Private/rental Combined
Year Kept Rel % Rel Kept Rel % Rel Kept Rel % Rel Kept Rel ¥ Rel
1979 2892 Q 0.0 2490 114 4.4 5382 114 2.1
1980 2044 40 1.9 2021 40 2.0 4065 81 1.9
1981 323 6 2.0 1792 55 3.0 2115 61 2.8
1982 708 12 1.6 726 1 1.4 1433 22 1.5
1983 1053 2 0.1 1554 0 0.0 2607 2 0.1
1984 422 1 0.3 232 21 8.3 654 22 3.3
1985 621 2 0.4 503 177 26.0 1124 179 13.7
1986 580 30 4.9 247 15 5.7 827 45 5.1
1987 556 3 5.2 224 37 14.2 780 68 8.0
1988 368 27 6.8 344 166 32.5 712 193 21.3
1989 284 81 22.1 370 202 35.3 654 282 30.1
1990 137 141 50.6 203 361 64.1 340 502 59.6
1991 357 286 44.4 273 531 66.0 630 816 56.4
1992 309 259  45.6 663 663 50.0 972 923 48.7
1993 786 307 28.9 704 654  48.2 1490 961  39.2
1994 509 411 46.7 496 494  49.9 1005 906 47.4
1995 398 439 52.5 374 325 46.5 772 764 49.8
1996 426 677 61.4 267 326 55.0 693 1003 59.1

...................................................................................................
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Table 18. Mean 1984-1993 monthly distribution of red snapper recreational harvest
from the Gulf of Mexico by mode based on MRFSS, the NMFS Headboat Survey,
and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Coastal Sportfishing Survey.

Percentage of Annual Harvest

..................................................

Month Headboat " Charter Private Total
Jan 5.714 1.982 3.445 3.779
Feb 5.693 1.982 3.445 3.772
Mar 5.6%94 5.250 5.320 5.423
Apr 5.703 5.250 5.320 5.426
May 5.711 9.646 9.466 8.287
Jun 9.989 9.646 9.466 9.687
Jul 14,141 10.968 13.783 13.115
Aug 14.826 10.968 13.783 13.339
Sep 8.132 15.477 10.601 11.154
Oct 8.130 15.477 10.601 11.153
Nov 8.129 6.677 7.384 7.430
Dec 8.138 6.677 7.384 7.433
Atl 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000
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Table 19. Estimated numbers of Guif of Mexico red snapper killed by all fishing activities by age and year for the period 1984-1996 based ~n
the iterative aging algorithm for M=0.10, and the estimated numbers at age and fishing mortality rates from the final ADAPT solution '
sequential analysis of the discarded shrimp bycatch of red snapper.

CATCH AT AGE DURING THE YEAR

DI e R e T Rl ittt b

..............................................................................................

0 8657095 5821716 11428847 9281522 10729889 17211306 16734175 22021120 16763863 19637220 20809836

1 7994818 14485197 7867212 15011034 12310327 10658996 37116288 25581094 13810050 15215906 22335192 24314952

2 793213 546608 637329 176608 671265 472663 363895 587909 265754 412870 286904 196749 224308
3 941071 773401 853321 1179020 206000 950396 651744 809651 2050575 1100942 1119604 783855 863259
4 365437 277575 356112 388217 928699 21007 261048 216417 338281 1586703 572698 590622 746289
5 178079 162443 161786 155739 279281 397961 4512 100027 78619 S1065 692879 162253 384659
6 103762 108006 83543 82146 117041 177910 151355 2753 47157 12057 9802 247626 114224
7 63906 72479 54605 48979 64255 76667 91180 118983 2075 16138 1725 3216 177390
8 42367 50222 40842 32693 39279 39123 37258 80626 127187 1434 3303 533 2048
9 31272 36143 31694 23286 26009 22831 16555 35283 103713 138153 481 1182 317
10 25158 26764 24828 17524 18025 14198 8595 16931 46275 142714 69662 218 709
1" 19584 18934 19453 13379 12720 8391 5110 9130 19160 68900 102551 42073 145
12 15161 13587 146151 10693 9752 5460 3179 5583 8769 27608 55770 67799 29206
13 11473 9812 10239 7911 7755 3840 2230 3442 4546 11754 24483 39219 49460
14 8459 7078 7345 5814 5636 2816 1697 2339 2430 5609 11154 17860 30090
15+ 19862 16886 16842 15247 12944 5797 4588 5779 4465 7212 13186 18056 30573

.......................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................

0 45155680 20687148 43483012 34730048 33823572 96801568 68300704 58484072 52734696 66340572 71195992

1 15482914 24470944 9516255 20838452 16430244 14513651 53852340 33680964 21951668 22581758 29870652 32021200

2 3746506 4546556 5283699 489258 360522 1657804 1850080 7306389 3050593 4392134 3994448 3062227 3077323
3 2258376 2637339 3575772 4175578 275434 1499501 1051943 1328683 6052502 2507805 3581937 3341706 2583851
4 1066110 1152890 1653226 2426067 2660430 38000 461054 337364 438717 3533849 1227646 2180013 2280133
S 607640 618466 779888 1158018 1826631 1527543 14550 189467 101323 77338 1696749 569277 1412530
6 382336 381007 405568 552154 899924 1387640 1004785 8889 76952 16556 21881 879501 361282
7 257506 247566 262354 287698 421613 703134 1086630 765460 5434 25162 3644 10527 561037
8 186192 172389 155301 167487 213825 320484 565296 896593 579651 2952 7560 1666 6477
9 138826 126473 108375 101792 120522 156196 252829 476096 734672 403819 1316 3716 1003
10 101669 95945 80173 68018 70014 84375 119653 213037 397264 566277 234513 735 2242
1 74048 68133 61439 49013 44926 46258 62868 100100 176677 315507 377037 146164 459
12 53852 48431 43697 37158 31663 28592 33891 52030 81900 141664 220112 243919 92369
13 38828 34353 30940 26130 23485 19407 20689 27646 41775 65777 101983 146273 156426
14 27690 24258 21782 18295 16145 13902 13916 16602 217466 33482 48360 69054 95165
15+ 63031 55213 49162 41250 33918 27699 29462 33273 37412 46966 60601 75479 96691

.......................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Table 21A. Change in yield-per-recruit (YPR) and spawning potential ratio (SPR) under four
minimum size regulation scenarios relative to the no minimum size condition for two selectivity
patterns: computed and flat-top.

COMPUTED SELECTIVITIES

........................... B L e L L L L e L L L L L T T T T T T

Minimum Size
Com Rec YPR Com YPR Rec YPR Total SPR
1 1 6.2% 3.5% 5.7% 6.6%
15 15 8.5% 3.5% 7.74 Q.4%
15 1 10.4% 0.5% 8.8% 11.2%
1 1 10.7% 1.7% 9.2% 12.5%

FLAT-TOPPED SELECTIVITIES

.............................................................................................

Com Rec YPR Com YPR Rec YPR Total SPR

.....

14 14 4.0% 3.8% 3.9% 4.4%
15 15 5.5% 5.0% 5.2% 6.3%
15 1 6.8% 5.2% 6.0% 7.5%
1 1 6.7% 6.0% 6.3% 8.3%

..............................................................................................

Table 21B. Change in spawning potential ratio from the no minimum size condition under four
minimum size regulations assuming the total yield is held constant.

.................................................................

Minimum Size Selectivities
Com Rec Computed Flat-Topped
14 14 32.2% “&7.7%
15 15 39.7% -53.1%
15 1 42.1% -55.3%
1 1 45.1% -56.5%

..................................................................
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Table 22. Cutcome of all simulated management scenarios in terms of either SPR or yield for all
combinations of bycatch reduction, minimum sizes, total allowable catch, and managed fishing
mortality, for the year 2019. TAC and yiled is in millions of pounds.

.......................................................................................

Bycatch MinSize TAC TAC Managed SPR in Yield in Yield in
OPT  Reduct  REC/COM REC COMM F 2019 1598 2019
1 0.44 15715 4,47 4.65 S 0.131 ——-- .eee
2 0.22 15/15 4,47 4.65 s--- 0.048 “em- ———-
3 0.00 15715 447 4.65 cee- 0.001 o= -~
4 0.44 16715 4.47 4 .65 m--- 0.130 .--- -
S 0.22 16715 4.47 4.65 - 0.045 cme- .-~
6 0.00 16715 4,47 4 .65 ce-- 0.001 ---- oo
7 0.44 16/16 4. 47 4,65 .- 0.130 .o ----
8 0.22 16716 4,47 465 m--- 0.045 am-- .o~
9 0.00 16716 4,47 4.65 cee- 0.001 == -
10 0.44 15715 2.94 3.06 -e-- 0.172 ---- -~
11 0.22 15715 2.94 3.06 .- 0.101 - e~
12 0.00 15/15 2.94 3.06 - 0.074 ..o .-
13 0.44 16/15 2.94 3.06 e 0.172 en-- ----
14 0.22 16715 2.94 3.06 - 0.101 ——-- am--
15 0.00 16/15 2.94 3.06 ——-- 0.074 R —--
16 0.44 16716 2.94 3.06 ——-- 0.172 ——-- .e--
17 0.22 16/16 2.94 3.06 .- 0.101 .- -=-
18 0.00 16/16 2.9 3.06 - 0.074 S -
19 0.44 16716 -—-- ----  F20%SPR —ee- 0.16 42.2
20 0.44 16716 .-~ .- F30%SPR - 0.010 0.1
21 0.67 16/16 cee- - F20%SPR ---- 2.38 121
22 0.67 16/16 .- .- F30%SPR nn- 1.29 77.5
23 0.467 16716 4.47 4 .65 ---- 0.254 === ce=~
24 0.67 16/16 2.94 3.06 cne- 0.291 ——-- .-
25 0.88 16716 4,47 4,65 .- 0.429 .- .-
26 0.88 16/16 2.94 3.06 ---- 0.465 - -e-
27 0.88 16/16  TAC?  TAC?  F20%SPR  =---- 3.36 232
28 0.88 16/16 TAC? TAC? F30%SPR - 2.38 194
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" ov g,
:f b4 \ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
% Natlonal Oceanic and Atmospharic Adminietration
x i NATIONAL MAF{INE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33702

“treras o

NOV |3 1997 F/SEQ23:RS

Mr. James Jenkins, Secretary

Louistana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries

P.O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

The recreational fishery for red snapper will close in Federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico
starting 12:01 am., local time, November 27, 1997. Preliminary red snapper fandings estimates
indicate that the 4.47-million-pound annual recreational quota for red snapper will have been
reached by then. NMFS is required to close the red snapper recreational fishery of the Guif of
Mexico when its quota is reached, or is projected to be reached.

Effective 12:01 a.m., local time, November 27, 1997, through midnight, December 31, 1997, the
recreational bag and possession limits for red snapper in or from Federal waters in the Gulf of
Mexico are zero. In addition, in the Gulf of Mexico on board a vessel for which a commercial
vessel permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued, the bag and possession limits for red snapper are
zero,withoutregardtowheretheredsnapperwereharthed '

We request that Lomsxana close the recreanonal fishery in state waters dunng the Federat closure
period. —
o

Sincerely Yours,

%drew 7. Kaime'&j@
Regional Administrator

cc: K. Foote, LA Dept. of Wlldhfe & Flsh ies
F/SF -Matlock™ =~ T
F/SEC - Brown
GCSE - McLemore-

LDWF
- OFFICE OF SECRETARY




1998 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON
The correct description for Quachita Parish is as follows:
Area B
April 11-April 26
OUACHITA: East of LA 143 from Union parish line to Bayou Darbonne, north of Bayou

Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of the Quachita River from the mouth of
Bayou Darbonne northward to UNION parish line.



12/03/97

TO: SUSAN HAWKINS

FR: DANNY TIMMER

RE: CHANGE IN LOUISIANA REGISTER CONCERNING TURKEY HUNTING SEASON

Under Area “A” VERNON PARISH the following is the correct wording.

VERNON:  That portion east of Highway 171 from the Sabine parish line to the junction of
Highway 111, south of Highway 111 westward to Highway 392, and south of
Highway 392 westward to the Sabine parish line.

OUACHITA: East of LA 143 from Union parish line to Bayou Darbonne, north of Bayou
Darbonne to the Quachita River, west of the Quachita River from the mouth of

Bayou Darbonne northward to UNION parish line.



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT

NOVEMBER 1997




RCEME ASE REPORT-N
REGION |
TOTAL CASES-95
3-Boating
1-Angling W/o A License
2-Angling W/o A Non-Resident License
1-Hunting W/O Resident License
5-Hunting W/O Non-Resident License
1-Failure To Abide By Commission rules
10-Hunting From Moving Vehicle
1-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun
4-Hunt Across Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way
2-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp
3-Failure To Comply with Hunter Safety Regs.
4-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License
12-Take Deer Illegal Hours
3-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road
3-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season
i-Possess Over Limit of Deer
2-Field Possession Deer Meat Without Tag
1-Failure To Wear Hunter Orange

3-Hunt Ducks W/O Federal Stamp

ER

ES-



Page (2)
REGION I CONTD,
1-Hunt MB With Unplugged Gun
4-Field Possession Freshly Killed MGB Closed Season
2-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Zone
3-Possession Over Limit Of Ducks
3-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp
1-Hunt MGB Without State Hunting License
13-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
3-Operate ATV On Public Road
1-Discharge Firearm From Public Road
1-Filing False Public Records
CONFISCATIONS:
2 resident hunting licenses, 1 resident fishing license, 21 ducks, 7 deer, 30 shells, 6
weapons.
TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 1:
3-Boating
2-Fishing
55-Hunting
17-MGB

18-Misc.



Page (3)

REGION 2

TOTAL CASES-124

5-Hunting W/O Resident License
1-harassment Of Legal Hunter
1-Hunt With Unplugged Gun
2-Hunt From Moving Vehicle
2-Hunt Deer In Closed Area
13-Hunt From Public Road

13-Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

4-Fail To Comply With Hunter Orange
4-Hunt Deer Illegal Methods

2-Take Illegal Deer Open Season
1-Take Bobcat Illegal Methods
2-Possession Of Untagged Deer Meat

1-Using Lead Shot In Steel Shot Area

37-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA

2-Violation Of Scenic River Act
5-Criminal Trespass

4-Littering

8-Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia Exceeding General Speeding Law

1-Resist Officer

2-Operate ATV Public Road

ES-37



Page (4)
ION 2 D
2-Flight From An Officer
2-No Drivers License
9-Discharge Firearm From Public Road
1-D.W.IL.
CONFISCATIONS:

6 illegal deer, 9 weapons, 3 Q Beam Spotlight, 4-3 lead shot shells

T L OF EACH Y FOR RE 2;

50-Hunting 4-Littering 13-Public Assistance
1-MGB 4-Assist Stranded Hunter

69-Other 4-Search For Lost Hunter

5-Assist Stranded Motorist



Page (5)

REGION 3
TOTAL CASES-180 WMA&REFUGES-65
5-Boating

6-Angling W/b License In Possession
16-Hunt Deer Illegal Hours
15-Hunt From Moving Vehicle
17-Hunt Discharge Firearm From Public Road
1-Take Spotted Fawn
4-Possess/Take Illegal Deer Open Season
- 8-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange
1-Possess Illegally Taken Deer
1-Hunt Deer In Closed Area
1-Fail To Abide By Commission Action
1-Hunt Deer Illegal Methods
1-Hunt Wild Birds Illegal Hours
5-Hunt With Unplugged Gun
8-Hunt W/O Basic Resident License
6-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
1-Bow Hunt W/O Bow License
2-Hunt W/O Basic Non-Resident Hunting License
2-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License

3-Hunt W/O State Duck Stamp



Page (6)
REGION 3 CONTD,
1-Hunt W/O Muzzleloader License
1-Trap W/O Basic Trapping License
43-Fail to Abide By Rules And Regs. On WMA
5-Hunt Ducks Over Baited Area
1-Aid And Abet Hunting Ducks Over Bait
2-Hunt MGB Illegal Hours
4-Hunt MGB From Moving Motorboat
4-Hunt Ducks W/O Federal Stamp
3-Using Lead Shot In Steel Shot Zone
2-Take Hawk No Season
2-Take Grebe No Season
6-Littering
2-Operate ATV On Public Road

CONFISCATIONS:

1 spotted fawn, 7 deer, 22 wood ducks, 25 teal, 13 gadwalls, 1 merganser, 2 ring neck

ducks, 1 pintail, 2 shoveler, 1 red shoulder hawk, 3 grebe, 7 weapons, 1 headlight, 30

shotgun shells, 1 basic resident hunting license, 1 resident big game license.

TOTAL OF EACH CA YF 1
5-Boating 23-MGB
6-Sport Fishing 2-Other

138-Hunting

6-Littering



Page (7)
REGION 4
TAL ES-
3-Boating
1-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
l-Fisﬁing W/O Resident Pole License
1-Transport Fish W/O Required License
6-Hunting W/O Resident License
15-Hunting From A Moving Vehicle
3-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun
13-Hunting Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours
4-Hunt Across Road or Public Right-Of-Way
2-Hunt, Stand, Loiter From Public Road Or Right-Of-Way
1-Hunt MGB W/QO State Stamp
2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
2-Hunt Deer Closed Area
1-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season
3-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegal Hours With Artificial Light
1-Hunt Deer Illegal Methods
3-Hunt Or Take Deer with Illegal Weapon
4-Fail To Comply With Hunters Orange
5-Hunt Raccoons Illegally

2-Take Over Limit Of Raccoons



Page (8)
REGION 4 CONTD,
1-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun
3-Hunt MGB Illegal Hours
4-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot
1-Hunting Ducks Closed Season
1-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks
1-Taking Grebe
106-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
CONFISCATIONS:
6 weapons, 1 light, 17 sﬁotgun shells, 1 deer, 3 ducks.
E Y FOR ION 4;
3-Boating
3-Fishing
67-Hunting
11-Federal

106-WMA Rules And Regs.



Page (9)

REGION 5
TOTAL CASES-190 WMA&REFUGES-44
8-Boating

1-Sell or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
3-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
3-Angling W/o A Resident License
8-Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Take Or Possess Over limit Of Black Drum
4-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Commercial License
2-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Vessel License
1-Transport Fish W/O Required License
53-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
2-Possession Of Over Limit Recreational Shrimp
1-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum
1-Possession OF Gun While Bow Hunting
4-Hunting W/O A Resident License
11-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft
1-Take Squirrels Illegal Methods
3-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
14-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegal Hours

1-Hunt Deer Illegal Methods



Page (10)
1 D
7-Hunt Deer From Public Road
3-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season
1-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegal Weapon
3-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange
4-Hunt Raccoons Illegally
2-Hunt Quail Closed Season
S-Hunt Ducks Or Geese W/o Federal Stamp
7-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun
8-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours
9-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
2-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks
3-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp
3-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road
2-Other Than Wildlife
1-Trespass On Property After Forbidden
2-Hunt/Trap On DMAP Lands Without Permit From Owner/Lessee
1-Obtain License By Fraud
2-Flight From An Officer
1-Possess Over Limit Of Doves

1-Hunting W/O Non-Resident License



Page (11)
REGION 5 CONTD,
ISCATI

4 raccoons, 39 ducks, 1 quail, 19,886 '~ lbs of shrimp returned, 17 undersize black drum,
3 doe deer, 76 shells, 4 wooden squirrel traps, 75 jug lines, 1 night blaster Q Beam, 1
plastic bag containing cut up sweet potatoes, 1 crack pipe and monies for seafood equal
$624.50.

TA EACH CA RY N S:
8-Boating
65-Hunting
27-Fishing
53-WMA Rules And Regs.
35-Federal Migratory

2-Other
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REGION 6
T L CASES- A ES-1
22-Boating
7-Angling W/O A License
1-Angling W/O A Saltwater License
1-Take Game Fish Illegally
2-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
3-Take/Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Take/Possess Over limit Of Black Drum
7-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
1-Use WMA Without A License Or Stamp
1-Possession Of Cocaine
1-Littering
1-Possession Of Firearm With Obliterated Serial Number
2-Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia
1-Possession Of Firearm By A Convicted Felon
1-Hunt Deer Closed Season
3-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With Artificial Light
1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange
3-Fish W/O A Resident Pole License
1-Use Gear W/O A Recreational Gear License

8-Hunting W/OA Resident License




Page (13)
REGION § CONTD,
2-Hunting From A Moving Vehicle
2-Hunting With A Unplugged Gun
1-Hunting With Quadruped Illegal Hours
3-Hunt From A Public Road
1-Hunt From Levee Road
4-Hunting W/O A State Stamp
2-Hunt Alligators At Night With Firearm
2-Take Or Possess Alligators Closed Season
2-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp
1-Hunt With Unsigned Duck Stamp
2-Wanton Waste Of MGB
2-Use Leads hot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
3-Possession Over limit of Ducks
CONFISCATIONS:
20 undersize black drum, 1 cast net, 2 bream, 1 sac-a-lait, 4 black bass,
1 large plastic bottle pipe with gas mask, 1 small glass dispenser, 1 glass pipe, 2 clear
plastic bags containing seeds believed to be marijuana, 1 pack of zig zag rolling papers, 1
Crown Royal bag contaiﬁing various bullets, 140 shells, 9 green wing teal, 4 shoveler, 1
pintail, 1 mallard, 1 wood duck, 1 gadwall, 1 mirror, 1 razor blade and straw, 2 gallon

bags of alligator meat, 6.weapons, 1 boot with alligator blood.
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REGION 6 CONTD.
T E
22-Boating

15-Sport Fishing

~ 30-Hunting

6-Misc.

4-Fur & Refugé
10-Federal

8-Other

RY

I

N 6:
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REGION 7
T ASES-187 &RE ES-4
7-Boating
3-Angling W/OResident License
1-Transport Fish W/O Required License
7-Hunt W/O Basic License
3-Hunt W/O Non-Resident License
1-Bow Hunt W/O Bow License
26-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle
3-Hunting With Unplugged Gun
4-Hunting Wild Quadrupeds Iltegal Hours
4-Hunt From Public Road
1-Possession Of Wild Quadrupeds W/O Permit
2-Possession Of Buckshot On Closed Gun Season
4-Fail To Comply With Hunter Safety Requirements
7-Hunting Big Game W/O Resident Big Game License
16-Hunting Deer Illegal Hours
1-Hunt Deer Illegal Methods
22-Hunting Deer From A Public Road
1-Possession Of Untagged Deer
13-No Hunters Orange

2-Hunting W/O Resident Muzzle loader License
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REGION 7 CONTD..
2-Take Spotted Fawn
2-Take Over limit Of Raccoons
2-Take Non-Game Quadrupeds Illegally
43-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
1-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana
2-Spotlighting From Public Road
2-Littering
2-Hunting In State Park
1-Trespassing
1-Possession Of Firearm Of Convicted Felon
1-DWI
CONFISCATIONS:
6 deer, 10 raccoons, 1 bobcat, 1 spotted fawn, 11 weapons, 3-Q Beams.
TA A R REGION 7;
7-Boating 2-Littering
1-Commercial Fishing
3-Sport Fishing
123-Hunting
8-Other

43-WMA Rules And Regs.



10-Boating
2-Allow Another To Use Recreational License
21-Angle W/O A Basic License
8-Angle W/O A Non-Resident License
1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License
4-Angle W/O A Saltwater License
2-Angle W/O A Non-resident Saltwater License
1-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp As Per 56:1391 E
1-Take Possess Over The Limit Of Red Drum
1-Fail To Have Fish Intact
7-Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum
1-Take/Possess Undersized Speckled Trout
5-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum
3-Take/Possess Over The Limit Of Speckled Trout
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
1-Take/Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
4-Leave Nets unattended
2-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs
8-Use More Than One Strike Net To Commercially Take Mullet

15-Take Commercial Mullet In Closed Season Or Illegal Hours
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REGION 8 CONTD.

1-Use Oversize Butterfly Nets Or Skimmers

2-Violate Lake Ponchartrain Sanctuary

3-Hunt W/O A Resident License

4-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours

1-Hunt MGB W/O A State Stamp

2-Hunt Ducks W/O A Federal Stamp

3-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun

4-Hunt MGB From A Moving Motorboat -

1-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA

10-Other
CONFISCATIONS:
15,552 1bs. Of mullet sold for $6,508.80, 8 speckled trout, 10 black drum, 6 red drum,
500 1bs. Of crabs, 400 Ibs. Of mullet, 1 red drum, 155 speckled trout, 26 shark fillets, 1
sheep head, 34 red drum, 3 black bass, 18 black drum, 2 catfish, 18,000 feet of mullet
strike net (15 nets), 2 butterfly nets, 1 ice chest, 5 basic recreational fishing licenses, 1

marine conservation stamp, 1 recreational trawl license, assorted drug paraphernalia.

T H YF
10-Boating 10-Other
8-Hunting 58-Recreational Fishing

10-MGB 34-Commercial Fishing
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HR TY R
REGION 8
NOVEMBER 1997
COMPLAINTS
1. No shrimp complaints were received this month. Activity was at a minimal in inside
wate:rs. Activity in outside waters was largely in compliance-all season open.
PATROLS
1. Regular patrols by boat have been continued. Most shrimpers checked were in
Compliance. Shrimp effort was down due to lack of shrimp.
INQUIRIES
1.  We received a few inquiries for TED information, which were referred to the
LSU Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries Gerald Horst.
2.  Wereceived fewer calls regarding the shrimp season openings and closings.
There were also a few calls regarding the change back to 1-1/4" mesh for the fall

season.
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REGION 9

T

L ES-201 A

34-Boating

18-Angling W/O A Basic License

1-Angling W/O a License Non-Resident
2-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License
7-Angling W/O Saltwater License
6-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp
1-Take Game Fish Illegally
2-Possess Over limit Of Red Drum
11-Take Undersize Red Drum
18-Take Undersize Black Drum
8-Take Over limit Of Black Drum
2-Taking Fish Illegally
1-Blocking Passage Of Fish
1-Sell Undersize Crabs Over 20%
3-Take Undersize Oysters From Natural Reef
15-Hunting W/O Resident License
1-Hunting W/O Non-Resident License
2-Hunting. With Unplugged Gun
1-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours And Illegal Light

2-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp
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REGION 9 CONTD.
1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License
2-Possess Buckshot During Closed Deer Season
1-Obtain License Fraudulently
1-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
6-Fail to Maintain Sex I.D.
6-Field Possession Of Deer Meat W/O Tag
2-Hunt Raccoon Illegally
1-Hunting Ducks Without Federal Stamp
2-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun
2-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area
9-Hunting MGB From Moving Motorboat
1-Hunt MGB With Illegal Firearm
4-Possession Of Completely Dressed MGB
2-Wanton Waste Of MGB
2-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
5-Possession Over limit Of Ducks
1-Hunt Woodcocks In Closed Season
3-Possession Over limit Of Coots
1-Taking Of Other Non-Game No-Season
3-Criminal Trespass

1-D.W.1.
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REGION 9 CONTD,
5-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA By Camping In Non-Designated Area
1-Operate ATV Vehicle On Public Road
1-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle
1-Misc. Federal Violations
1-Filing False Public Records
CONFISCATIONS:
51 teal ducks, 8 shovelers, 1 lesser scaup, 125 coots, 7 gallinules, 1 commorant, 1 pintail,
3 gadwall, 1 mottled duck, 1 wood cock, 1 wood duck, 3 deer, 56 sacks of oysters,.200 1bs.
Of crabs, 100 Ibs. Of mullet, 2 perch, 1 bass, 1 squirrel, 1 ice chest with electronic device,
1-6 volt battery, 1-12 volt battery, 1-7' steel rod, 1 dip net, 1 flat boat with motor, 1
resident big game license, 1 drivers license, 5 basic fishing license, 5 saltwater ﬁshing

license, 1 marine conservation stamp, 1-Q Beam, 3 weapons.

F FOR RE
34-Boating 1-Non Game MGB
74-Sport Fishing

4-Commercial Fishing
40-Hunting
32-MGB

3-Oyster

13-Other
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TOTAL CASES-30
95 BOQATS CHECKED
95 HQURS RUNNING TIME

1-Boating
7-Possession Of Undersized Red Drum
1-Possession Over limit Of Red Drum
3-Possession Of Undersized Black Drum
1-Possession Over limit Of Black Drum

8-Angle Without Basic License

4-Angle Without Non-Resident License

3-Angle Without Saltwater License

1-Fail To Have Saltwater Stamp As Per 56:13.1f
1-Federal Failure To Have MGB Intact
CONFISCATIONS:
47 red fish, 15 speckled trout, 25 black drum, 2 striped bass, 1 flounder, 15 coots, 2

catfish, 1 sheepshead, seafood sold for $488.70, 1200 feet of unattended gill net.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR S.W.E.P,
1-Boating
1-Federal

28-Sport Fishing
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OQOYSTER STRIKE FORCE
TAL CASES-161
5-Boating

7-Take Oysters From Unapproved Area

9-Take Undersize Oysters From State Seed Grounds
3-Failure To Tag Sacked Oysters

2-Take Qysters Without Vessel License

1-Sanitary Code Violation-Improper Harvester Log Book
8-Unlawfully Take Oysters From Private Lease
1-Failure To Cull Oysters In Proper Location

2-Take Oysters From Unmarked Lease

9-Sanitary Code-No Tarp-Failure to Cover Oysters
3-Sanitary Code-Failure To Timely Refrigerate Oysters
3-Take Oysters From Unleased State Water bottoms
3-Take Over limit Oysters-Calcasieu Regs.

18-Possess Undersize Red Drum
21-Possess Undersize Black Drum
20-Angling Without A Basic Lic;ense

13-Fishing Without Saltwater License

13-Fishing Without Marine Conservation Stamp
1-Possess Over limit Of Striped Bass

1-Possess Undersize Spotted Sea Trout
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE CONTD.
4-Possess Over limit Of Red Drum
3-Possess Over limit Of Black Drum
1-Possess Over limit Of Red Drum Over 27 Inches
3-Take Ducks With Unplugged Gun
1-Take Ducks Without Federal Stamp
2-Take Ducks With Unapproved Shot
1-Take Over limit Of Ducks
1-Take Doves Without Basic Hunting License
1-Hunt Coots Without State Stamp
1-Driving Under Suspension
CONFISCATIONS:
230 sacks of oysters, 65 red drum, 86 black drum, 20 striped bass, 1 spotted sea trout, 10
ducks, 1 coot.
TA H R RI
5-Boating
51-Commercial Fishing
95-Recreational Fishing
9-Federal

1-Misc.
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EAFOOD TI T
TOTAL CASES-5
2-Take/Possess Over limit Of Red Drum
1-Take/Possess Undersize Black Drum
1-Fail To Maintain Records

1-Fail To Tag Containerized Oysters
CONFISCATIONS:
70 Ibs. Of redfish, 3 pints of oysters.

A F EACH CA R R SE D AT

3-Sport Fishing

2-Commercial Fishing
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SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE

TOTAL CASES-64

6-Boating

2-Angling W/O A License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License
1-Transport W/O Required License

1-Hunt W/O Resident License

1-Hunt w/O Non-Resident License

2-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

1-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/O Wild Birds Illegal Hours
1-Hunt, Stand, Loiter From Public Road
1-Obtain License Fraudently

1-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License
1-Hunt Deer Closed Season

1-Hunt Deer Illegal Methods

1-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road
1-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season
3-Field Possession Of Deer Meat Without Tag
3-Fail To Maintain Sex I.D.

1-Hunt Quail Closed Season

1-Hunting With Unplugged Gun
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ECI TRIKE FOR D

2-Hunting Ducks Or Geese Without Federal Stamp
1-Hunting MB with Unplugged Gun

3-Hunting MB Illegal Hours

2-Possession Of Completely Dressed MB
2-Wanton Waste Of MB

3-Use Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Zone
3-Possess Over limit Of Ducks

1-Taking Or Possession Other Non-Game Birds
2-Hunt MB Without State Stamp

12-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA
1-Criminal Trespass

1-Illegal Spotlighting From A Public Road
1-Operate ATV On A Public Road
CONFISCATIONS:

3 deer stands, 4 weapons, 23 ducks, 1 deer, 15 coots, 1 quail, 8 lead shot shells.

FE TE P RCE;
5-Boating 12-WMA
3-Sport Fishing 3-Misc.

1-Commercial Fishing
22-Hunting

18-MGB
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L CASE, ES- 412

TOTAL CASES -1392



E RCEME VIAT EPORT
OVEMBER, 1997

185-Amph. - 61092 185-Float - 70365 210 - 9467Y
Hrs. - 47.9 Hrs. - 9.8 Hrs. - 37.5
Enforcement Hours - 60.3
Other Divisions - 34.9

Total Plane Use - 95.2 Hrs.
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NUTRIA HARVEST AND WETLAND DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT

Where did nutria come from?
-Nutria are native to South America.

-Nutria first came to Louisiana in 1937 when the Mcllhenny’s of Avery Island brought 13 nutria
from Argentina.

-In 1940 some nutria escaped during a hurricane, became locally abundant and eventually
populated the coastal marshes, inland swamps and all other wetland habitats of the state.

-Populations are concentrated in the fresh, intermediate and brackish marshes of the coastal zone.
Nutria also inhabit the inland swamp habitat of the state. :

How many nutria do we have in Louisiana?
-By 1955 the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) estimated that there were 20
million nutria in Louisiana. Nutria were causing severe damage to agricultural crops, in particular

eating sugar cane and damaging levees used for rice culture.

-A fur market developed in the 1960's and from that time until the late 1980's, 1 to 1.5 million
nutria were harvested annually in Louisiana.

-Changes in the fur industry ( fashion, over production of ranched mink, warm winters, and animal
rights activities) resulted in a severe reduction in price and demand for nutria pelts.

-Since the late 1980's, the Louisiana harvest has averaged only 220,000 pelits.

- -We estimate that there are several million nutria in Louisiana today. In the best habitat, nutria
densities have been estimated as high as 18 nutria per acre.

What are the problems with nutria? Why are they such a nuisance?

-When the annual harvest falls below 500,000 nutria (every year since 1988) the LDWF has
documented habitat damage in the coastal wetlands.

1



-Nutria are herbivores--feeding only on plants. Nutria dig into the marsh soils to eat the basal and
root portions of the plants.

-Their feeding activity kills the marsh vegetation. The roots of the marsh vegetation binds the soft
organic marsh soils together. When this root fabric dies, the soils become susceptible to erosion
which ultimately results in coastal land loss.

-in the Barataria-Terrebonne Basin (an area between the Atchafalaya River and the Mississippi
River) more than 80,000 acres of marsh are currently being impacted by nutria feeding activity.

-Additionally nutria burrow into levees along drainage canals in residential areas. LDWF has
issued a permit to the Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office to remove nutria to protect the integrity of
their levee system.

-Some farmers have problems with nutria in South Louisiana. The nutria burrow into rice field
levees and eat sugar cane.

How do we manage nutria populations?

-Nutria are managed as a furbearer and the harvest is regulated by the establishment of an annual
trapping season (November 20 through March 20).

-During the trapping season you can harvest take nutria if you are properly licensed ($25 trapping
license) and have permission from the landowner.

-Since 1987, the LDWF (through the Louisiana Fur and Alligator Advisory Council) has conducted
various marketing and education projects in an attempt to increase the demand for nutria pelts.

-In 1995 LDWF, the Louisiana Department of Health and Human Resources (LDHHR) and the
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) established rules and regulations to
allow nutria meat to be processed for human consumption.

-The goal of these endeavors is to increase the value of nutria to facilitate a sufficient economic
incentive to encourage trappers to harvest more nutria.



What is the Nutria Harvest and Wetland Demonstration Project?

-In 1997 funding for the project was approved by the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and
Restoration Act Task Force (Breaux Bill Task Force) and the State Wetlands Authority.

-The 5-year project will be initiated in November 1997 and is comprised of 3 major components:

1)Plan develop and conduct various nutria meat marketing activities, 2) Conduct a coast wide
nutria herbivory survey, and 3) provide incentive payments to trappers and nutria meat processors.

How are you developing the meat consumption market? What is the plan?

-LDWF, working with marketing and food science specialists will : 1) identify potential local national
and international markets, 2) identify and develop nutria meat products, 3) evaluate processing
costs and product price structure, 4) develop, evaluate and distribute recipes, and

4) develop market specific promotional strategies. .

What is the purpose of the coast wide herbivory survey?

-LDWF will determine the location and extent of the damage caused by nutria feeding activity in
the coastal Parishes from Cameron to St. Tammany.

-Specific site locations will be plotted on maps to allow trappers to plan harvest activities in area
where habitat damage is occurring.

-Damaged areas will be inspected periodically to determine if the marsh habitat will be
permanently damaged or if vegetative recovery will occur.
How will the incentive payment system function?

-Trappers which bring a quality nutria to an approved processor will be eligible for a $1.00 per
Qutria payment.

-Approved nutria meat processors will qualify for a $0.75 payment per pound of nutria meat
product sold for human consumption.

-Trappers and processors will be required to follow very specific regulations in order to qualify for
payment.



-Funding for the incentive payments will not be available until November 1998.

What are some of the potential markets for nutria meat?

-Nutria, raised on fur farms during the 1970's and 1980's, were considered a delicacy in
restaurants in Europe. Those fur farms no longer exists but we will attempt to reestablish the
markets for nutria meat. '

-The Far East, China, Koréé and other Pacific Rim countries hold great market potential.
-Locally, many people have eaten nutria and several restaurants have expressed an interest in
this new product.

What chefs are cooking nutria? Methods of preparation?

-Paul Prudhomme, Enola Prudhomme , John Folse and many others have prepared nutria.

-Nutria meat can be used in many ways including: sausage, chili, bar-b-que, pot roast, chicken
fried, baked, and the list is only limited by one’s creativeness.

-Nutria eat only vegetation, so the meat is similar in taste, texture and appearance to rabbit.

Is the meat safe and healthy to eat?

-Pennington Biomedical Center in Baton Rouge conducted a complete nutritional analysis and
determined that nutria meat was high in protein (22%) and low in fat (1%). (See Attached Table)

-LDWF, LDHHR and LDAF worked cooperatively to evaluate the safety and applicability of nutria
meat as a human food source.

-Nutria were determined to be safe for human consumption.
-The LDHHR will inspect, approve and license all nutria meat processing facilities.

-The LDAF will inspect and monitor the processing of 100% of the nutria meat.



For more information, who should | contact?

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Fur and Refuge Division

2415 Darnall Rd.

New lberia, La. 70560

Phone: (318) 373-0032

Fax:  (318) 373-0181

Contact Person: Noel Kinler

E-mail: Kinler_N@WLF.STATE.LA.US


mailto:Kinler_N@WLF.STATE.LA.US

NUTRIA HARVEST AND WETLAND DEMONSTRATION

PROJECT
FACT SHEET

* Nutria native to South America.

* Arrived in Louisiana |n 193%. E.A. Mcllhenny of Avery Island brought 13 from Argentina.
*Escaped into the wild in 1940 And spread across coastal Louisiana.

*Nutria are very prolific; average litter size of 4-5 young and gestation period of 130 days.

* In the 70s and early 80s in excess of 1 to 1.5 million nutria pelts were harvested annually,
indicating a substantial population.

* Several million nutria in Louisiana today, living in wetland areas, particularly coastal region.

* Nutria eat the marsh vegetation, primarily roots and stems. In coastal Louisiana, areas of
Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Charles and Jefferson Parishes more than 80,000 acres of marsh are
currently being damaged by nutria.

* They also burrow into the levees. LDWF issued a permit to the Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office
to destroy the animal to protect the integrity of their levee system along drainage canals in urban
areas. An estimated 10,000 animals were living in 300 miles of canals and had caused millions of
dollar of damage.

* Some farmers have problems with nutria burrowing into levees and eating sugar cane.
* Traditionally, nutria harvested for the fur. Price of the fur has declined. If we can get additional
revenue as meat, nutria value increases, more people will trap, and we can regain control of the

population.

* The Fur and Alligator Advisory Council working through LDWF continues to promote the use of
nutria fur in international markets.

* LDWF has work;d cooperatively with LDAF and LDHHR to develop guidelines and approval for
the sale of nutria meat for human consumption.



* Pennington Biomedical Center conducted a nutritional analysis of nutria meat and determined
that nutria were high in protein (22%) and low in fat (1%).

* Meat from captive nutria in Europe is considered a delicacy and during the 1980's millions of
pounds were consumed.

* In 1997 funding was approved by the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration
Act Task Force (Breaux Bill Task Force) and the State Wetlands Authority to help LDWF develop a
market for the human consumption of nutria meat.

* This 5-year program has 3 major components: 1)Plan, develop and conduct various nutria meat
marketing activities, 2) Conduct a coast wide nutria herbivory survey, and 3) Provide incentive
payments to trappers and nutria meat processors.

*Will attempt to develop interest in Asian markets, re-establish European markets like Poland and
Germany where nutria was historically used for meat, and establish a domestic market as we did
with alligator. Alligators are harvested for hide and meat, and the goal is the same for nutria.

* Paul Prudhomme, Enola Prudhomme, and John Folse have prepared nutria meat.



Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act
Candidate Project Information Sheet

Project Name: Nutria Harvest and Wetland Restoration Demonstration Project
Submitted by: -~  Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the
National Marine Fisheries Service
Noel Kinler, LDWF (318) 373-0032
Richard Hartman, NMFS (504) 389-0508

Purpose: To increase the long term sustainability of nutria harvest by creating
a nutria meat industry

JUSTIFICATION

The earliest occurrence of Louisiana’s wild nutria population has been traced back to actions
taken by E. A. McIlhenny, who imported 13 Argentine fur farm nutria in 1937 (Evans 1970,
Kinler 1993). Those nutria reproduced and, as a result of a storm in 1940, escaped into the
marshes surrounding Avery Island. Later efforts by State and Federal agencies and others also
resulted in nutria being widely released into the wild in Louisiana and other states.

By the late 1950, it was estimated that there were 20 million nutria in coastal Louisiana (Kinler
1993). At that time, their impacts on sugarcane and rice culture became so severe that the
Federal government began a research program to determine the best nutria control methods. At
the same time, the impacts of nutria on coastal marsh vegetation began to be reported (Chabreck
et al. 1959; Harris and Webert 1962). Later, scientific research using exclosure devices
demonstrated the severe impact of nutria herbivory on live and dead biomass of Sagittaria in the
Atchafalaya Delta (Fuller et al. 1985) and on Scirpus olneyi and Spartina patens in Barataria
Basin marshes (Foote and Johnson et al. 1993).

From the mid 1960's through the early 1980's over 1 million nutria per year were harvested in
Louisiana during the annual trapping season. During this time, nutria herbivory damage was

minimal because of controlled nutria populations. In recent years, because of the low cost of
nutria pelts, trapping effort coast wide has been reduced and the average harvest of pelts is

significantly lower than during historic periods.

Although the exact acreage of marsh in coastal Louisiana damaged by nutria is unknown, some
acreage figures are available for marshes in the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary.
Linscombe and Kinler (1996) estimated that over 12,600 acres of marsh in the study area were
damaged along transect lines run in May 1993. That acreage estimate increased to over 15,400
acres as a result of transects flown in December 1993. Most of the damaged sites identified in
the May survey had not recovered by December. Damage was not limited to one particular
marsh type. Indeed, swamps and bottomland hardwoods, as well as fresh, intermediate, and
brackish marshes were among those identified as damaged by Linscombe and Kinler (1996). In
Spring 1996 damaged acreage increased to 20,642 along the transects. One perceived result of
nutria herbivory included the conversion of marsh habitats to flotant marsh, which is much more



susceptible to hurricane storm damage (Linscombe, personal communication.)

In the last two decades landowners, as well as local, state and federal governmental agencies
have spent millioffs of dollars and implemented a variety of projects in an effort to reduce marsh
loss and create additional vegetative habitat in open water areas. However, lacking adequate
control of nutria populations, these restoration activities may not provide the expected level of
benefit nor would they offset losses in other areas resulting from herbivory. The most obvious
method of controlling nutria populations is encouraging their harvest by increasing their value.
The critical dollar amount necessary to make nutria trapping economically viable to the trappers
was reported in 1992 to be approximately $4 to $5 per animal (Kinler 1993). Because pelt prices
averaged between $1-$3 each in recent years, it is obvious that other commercially valuable uses
for nutria must be found to encourage their harvest.

In 1995, the Louisiana Departments of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), Health and Hospitals
(DHH), and Agriculture and Forestry (DAF) developed rules and regulations for the commercial
harvest and processing of nutria for human consumption. They did process nutria for alligator
food. Nutria meat is extremely healthy, being higher in protein and carbohydrates and lower in
fat and cholesterol than several commonly consumed game and domestic animals. Furthermore,
if adequately stored after harvest and prepared correctly, nutria meat can be the basis of a
delicious meal. Unfortunately, during 1995 and 1996, none of the six processing plants
processed nutria for human consumption because of the lack of demand for the meat and

inadequate communication and coordination with trappers.

The purpose of this demonstration project is to determine, on a local level, if a system can be
developed that encourages and facilitates nutria harvest by increasing demand for their meat.
This would be done by matching CWPPRA funds with those of participating meat processing
plants to adequately compensate trappers for their efforts. To encourage their participating in the
project, processors would receive a supply of nutria meat at a unit cost significantly lower than
other meats. This cost savings could then be transferred to the retail outlets, and then to
consumers, to encourage participation and consumption. Other critical project components
include recipe development and publication, as well as the development of an advertising and

marketing strategy.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fislieries would be the primary administrator for the
program. They have experience in overseeing harvests and sales of nutria, as well as other
Louisiana wildlife, such as alligators. They have a budget mechanism in place to provide the
incentive payment to the program participants. They have expressed a strong support for, as
well as a desire to be in charge of, this program. Staff of the National Marine Fisheries Service,
Restoration Center, would oversee project funding and implementation.



PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The LDWF will administer and monitor the Nutria Harvest Incentive Program through a
regulatory process’involving licensed nutria meat processors and licensed trappers. This program
will involve development and implementation of a Nutria Meat Marketing Plan, identification of
coastal areas impacted by nutria herbivory, quantification of statewide nutria harvest and nutria
meat sales, and monitoring of impacted area recovery and nutria meat sales. Selected trappers
will be interviewed to determine harvest location and intensity and to relate harvest to impact of
herbivory. Submission of various purchase and sales records are required to provide for accurate
accounting and disbursement of funds.

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Licensed Nutria Meat Processors:

Licensed nutria meat processors who desire to participate in this program will provide the
following components.

1) Processors will receive nutria from the trappers and divide the nutria into one of
two categories for payment. A) Nutria deemed suitable for human consumption
will be purchased at current market price (paid by the processor). This current
market price includes the value of the pelt and its worth as alligator food. In
addition, through CWPPRA funding, LDWF will pay the trapper an additional
$1.00 per nutria. B) Nutria deemed unsuitable for human consumption will be
purchased at current market price (paid by the processor). These nutria will be
processed for alligator food.

2) Processors will provide records of all nutria purchased. Whole Nutria Purchase
Records will contain date of purchase, name, address and trapper license number
of seller along with a tally of nutria purchased by size and grade of meat and price
paid for each.

3) Processors will provide Nutria Processing Records (completed daily) listing the
number of nutria processed for human consumption and poundage of meat
processed in each form (bone-in, deboned, etc.). Number and pounds of meat
processed must correspond to the processors’ Whole Nutria Purchase Records.

4) Processors will provide Nutria Meat Sales Records which must contain date of
sale and name and address of purchaser along with description of product sold,
poundage and price. Through CWPPRA funding, LDWF will pay the processor
$0.75 per pound of nutria meat sold for human consumption.

5) Processors will be expected to offer nutria meat for sale at a reasonable price to



6)

encourage sales and ultimately consumption.

Processors will follow all rules and regulations established by LDWF, DHH and
LIDJAF as well as obtaining all necessary permits, licenses and inspections.

Licensed Trappers:

Licensed trappers who desire to participate in this program will provide the following

components.

)

2)

Trappers will provide completed Nutria Harvest Record Forms detailing their
nutria harvest along with a description of the area (map) where nutria were
harvested. Provide copies of nutria sales receipts (Whole Nutria Purchase
Record) verifying number of nutria sold by size and meat grade and price of each.
Sales receipts will contain the name, address, and license number of the nutria
meat processor making the purchase along with the date of the sale. These
receipts must correspond to those submitted by the nutria meat processor.

Through an interview process, trappers will provide a qualitative assessment of
nutria populations and impact from herbivory in the area they trapped and an
overall assessment of their trapping activity.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries:

LDWF will provide the following components.

1y

2)

3

4)

3)

Develop an appropriate cooperative agreement for nutria meat processors. The
cooperative agreement will outline the specific responsibility of each participant.

Develop the application procedure, advise each participating entity of their
individual responsibility and set appropriate time frames for application process.

Receive, process, and notify applicants of their enrollment in the program.

Develop all appropriate forms :

A. Nutria Harvest Record (Trapper)

B. Whole Nutria Purchase Record (Nutria Meat Processor)
C. Nutria Processing Record (Nutria Meat Processor)

D. Nutria Meat Sales Record ( Nutria Meat Processor)

Periodically during the trapping season, review the required records submitted by
each participant, determine eligibility of each request and issue appropriate

payment.



6)

7

8)

1y

2)

3)

4)

)

LDWF will conduct an initial coast wide aerial survey to document current year
impact of nutria herbivory. Survey techniques will follow Linscombe and Kinler
(1996). Results will be analyzed and estimates of acreage impacted calculated.
Damaged areas will be plotted on maps and compared to harvest assessments
obtained through trapper interviews. It is recognized that the information
obtained from the trapper interviews may be limited in its usefulness to assess
program effectiveness. Areas of severe damage will be targeted for increased
trapper effort through coordination of LDWF, coastal landowners and trappers.
Subsequent year monitoring surveys will be limited in scope to areas with the
greatest herbivory impact.

In conjunction with other State Agencies, various Universities and consultants
will develop a Nutria Meat Marketing Plan. This plan will: A) identify potential
markets, products and consumers, B) coordinate and facilitate sales from
processors to exporters, wholesalers and retailers, C) develop an advertising and
marketing strategy for various nutria meat products, and D) develop a nutria meat
cookbook or recipe cards, complete with nutritional information, and provide
copies to processors, wholesalers, exporters and retailers.

Prepare an annual report to evaluate the Nutria Harvest Incentive Program. The
report will evaluate program participation, nutria harvest statistics, nutria meat
processing and sales information, disbursement of funds, vegetative monitoring
data, and recommendations for next years program.

ANTICIPATED RESULTS

Demonstrate that nutria can be efficiently captured and processed in a state fit for
human consumption.

Document the current extent of nutria herbivory impact in coastal Louisiana.

Convey herbivory information to landowners and encourage trapping activity in
impacted areas.

During the 5-year project, follow selected damage sites and document continued
damage and/or recovery. Those areas selected for greater trapping effort will have
greater monitoring to document harvest impacts.

Develop a nutria meat marketing plan which will generate consumer interest in
nutria meat and generate a demand that will encourage the continued harvest of
nutria after completion of CWPPRA demonstration project.



6) Document quantity of nutria meat sold for human consumption along with a
description of types of products developed.

-

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS
1) Disbursement of these funds to trappers may assist in encouraging some to remain in the
fur trapping business.
2) Use of nutria meat for human consumption may decrease public sentiment against the

harvesting of nutria for furs only.

BUDGET COMPONENTS

Trapping Season/ Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
Fiscal Year 1997-1998 | 1998-1999 | 1999-2000 | 2000-2001 | 2001-2002

LDWF 80,000 100,000 100,000 70,000 | . 50,000
Nutria Meat

Marketing Plan 100,000 100,000 50,000 50,000

Trapper Payments' 100,000 100,000 100,000

Nutria Meat
Processor Payment?

NEPA Compliance | 20,000

350,000 350,000 350,000

600,000 570,000

200,000

TOTAL

'$1.00 per nutria suitable for human consumption
2$0.75 per pound of nutria meat sold for human consumption

The total funds requested for this demonstration are $2,070,000. It should be noted that the budget for Year 2
may be high because it may take a year to get the trappers really involved. Should funds for Year 2 not be spent,
they would be available for use, in the same categories, for later years. Movement of funds between categories
will not be allowed in most instances. It should also be noted that the majority of funds are in payments to
trappers and meat processors. If those funds are spent, the project would likely be deemed a success.



Additonally, because there is no construction involved, construction, contingency, engineering and design, etc.
funds are not necessary. The majority of the funding for LDWF includes monitoring and report preparation,
therefore additional monitoring funds may not be necessary. Funds are included in the budget for NEPA
compliance, however permits from LDNR, LDEQ, and NOD are not needed.
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STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

932 ANGELA STREET
ARABY, LOUISIANA 70032
(504) 279-2555
FAX (804) 277-5664

NATURAL RESOURCES
KENNETH L. ODINET, SR O Ve D B TIoNs
OISTAICT 103 JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
ON CAPITAL OUTLAY

December 2, 1997

James Jenkins, Secretary
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
FAX: 766-2818

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

It is my understanding that at the next Wildlife & Fisheries meeting the Commission
will consider the possible extension of the inshore shrimp season east of the
Mississippi River.

Local fishermen feel that an extension of the season would allow them to harvest
white shrimp that made it into the system late and it would also allow them to
harvest excessive amounts of sheephead and blackdrum which pose a threat to
shrimp, crab and oyster production. Your favorable consideration in extending the
season would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

%X.W,%w

Kenneth L. Odinet, Sr.

Ce: Terry Ryder
John Roussel
WLF Commission Members
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Mary (504) 279-2555
AT . Thank you!

Remarks:

REPFAX)




Sunday

Friday

Saturday

10

HOLIDAY | |

I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

20

A

27

28

29

30




ENF_521U

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

CURRENT MONTH

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE

DATE: 1-DEC-1997

INCEPTION TO DATE

11/01/1997 TO 11/30/1997 07/01/1997 TO 11/30/1997 11/30/1997
# CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 23 $54,965.34 88 $91,161.53 3,464 $2,350,219.35
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 133 $3,325.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 331 $269,865.45-
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 148 $71,951.21
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 23 $54,965.34 88 $91,161.53 3,464 $2,155,630.11
PAYMENTS 10 $2,424.86- 58 $10,742.63- 2,246 $349,334.93-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 7 $1,218.28- 48 $6,162.46- 1,524 $173,023.96-
OVERPAYMENTS 1 $1.00 1 $1.00 93 $1,614.27
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 37 $7,150.51
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $18,449.45-
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $10,601.49
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 18 $78,254.09
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1 $36.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 2 $35.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 13 $10.22-
REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 18 $6,532.69
CREDITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 52 $33,593.61-
WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00 1 $0.02- 206 $112,914.44-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 6 $1,399.24-
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $58.90-
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 21 $22,867.51~
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00
** TOTAL OUTSTANDING 992 $1,548,202.65
FOOTNOTE:
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 0 $0.00 2 $49.00 57 $11,069.67
AMOUNT PAID TO COLLECTOR $0.00 $12.25 $2,767.41
FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 1 $3,202.60 2 $3,202.60 *



ENF_521U

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES

VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN

1- 30
31 - 60
61 - 90
91 - 120
121 - 150
151 - 180
181 - 365
OVER ONE
OVER TWO
OVER THREE

DAYS
DAYS
DAYS
DAYS
DAYS
DAYS
DAYS
YEAR
YEARS
YEARS

** TOTAL AGING

$0.00°

$624.50
$2,624.30
$24,883.95
$4,635.40°
$9,150.60
$2,186.70
$21,623.40°
$176,890.23
$118,773.80"
$64,787.22.

$426,180.10.

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES

CAN NOT BE INVOICED 3
CURRENT 26

1 - 30 DAYS 3

31 - 90 DAYS 10
91 - 180 DAYS 12
181 - 365 DAYS 50
CASES SENT FOR COLLECTION 109
OVER 1 YEAR PENDING 0
OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER) 779
" %% TOTAL AGING 992

DATE: 1-DEC-1997

$125.52
$56,333.47
$1,019.54

' $19,188.12

$12,730.91
$28,210.55
$506,698.59
$0.00
$923,895.95

$1,548,202.65



MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO. CASES

AMOUNT

CREDIT FOR NO. CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS  Percent

ASSESSED  ASSESSED SALE GOODS

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94

July, 1993 25
Aug., 1993 53
Sept,, 1993 42
Oct, 1993 49
Nov., 1993 57
Dec., 1993 53
Jan,, 1994 38
Feb,, 1994 68
Mar., 1994 38
April, 1994 14
May, 1994 10
June, 1994 29
Totat FY 1994 476
FISCAL YEAR 1994-95

July, 1994 17
Aug., 1994 41
Sept,, 1994 34
Oct, 1994 94
Nov., 1994 43
Dec., 1994 68
Jan., 1995 55
Feb., 1995 70
Mar,, 1995 3t
Apr., 1995 13
May., 1995 23
June 1995 45
Total FY 1995 534

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

Tuly, 1995 0
Aug., 195 46
Sept., 1995 1
Oct., 1995 122
Nov., 1995 55
Dec., 1995 50
Jan,, 1996 49
Feb., 1996 50
Mar., 1996 33
Apr., 1996 30
May,, 1996 23
Junc 1996 50
Total FY 1996 509

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

Juty, 1996 40
Aug., 1996 32
Sept., 1996 4]
Oct., 1996 29
Nov., 1996 20
Dec., 1996 13
Jan, 1997 27
Feb,, 1997 47
Mar., 1997 26
Apr., 1997 10
May., 1997 20
June 1997 5
Total FY 1997 310

FICAL YEAR 1997 - 98

July, 1997 i¢
Aug, 1997 14
Sept., 1997 29
Oct., 197 12
Nov., 1997 23
Dec., 1997

Jan., 1998

Feb., 1998

Mar., 1998

Apr,, 1998

May., 1998

June 1998

Total FY 1998 88

21,039
44922
137,635
21,47
31,207
13,777
18918
38,131
22,739
44,732
4,504
26,167

425,242

2,127
96,403
14,614
17,426

103,592
31,400
27,601
61,119
25,072
15,353
11,632
31,008

437,347

0
17,425
125
206,244
23,124
18,607
13,815
14,717
24,937
11,007
7,989
22,151

360,141

71,894
5,363
7210

11,093
10,009
238,466
11,755
18,521
13,434
2,909
11,683
8,037

410,373

2812
8,741
19,926
4717
54,965

91,162

9,778)
(1,137
(17,938)
(11,282)
(13,260)

(8,238)
(2,482)
(1,404)

(165)
(2.986)

(68,670)

(335)
(3,035)
(14,002)
6.677)

{26,049)

(15,296)

(15,296)

PAID

29
41
35
40
32
27
32
46
51
27

7
12

379

374

357

61

PAID

4,855
7,950
6,783
3,285
3,083
6,507
4,423
9,124

10,854
7,307
5,447
1,886

71,474

2,101
1,010
2,596
2,922
3,992
4315
7,493
6,472
8,315
3,565
4315
2,630

49,726

9,028
3,093
2,720

10,151
4,781
5,297
5,778
6,035
7173
3,942
2,790

60,787

5,250
6,255
2,260
3,698
1,625
5,377
4,393
8,580
5,000
2,323
5,199
2,335

52,794

1,585
1,496
2,052
3,185
2,425

10,743

Percent
TAKEN  Dollars Paid Cases Paid

2,545
3,603
3,048
1,519
2,845
6,713
2,831
5,993
6,796
4,632
3,808
1,214
45,547

215%  196%

1,437
605

2,342

3,179

2,803

2,329

4,921

3,973

4,737

1,538
654

1,025

18.1%

29,543 70.0%

1,729
2,049
1,161
6,383
2,803
3473
3417
3,422
2712
2,020
1,182

30,350 253%  70.1%

2,948
3,784
1,327
2,262
698
2,122
2,377
5,553
2,758
1,299
1,399
765
19.5%

27,290 92.9%

823
779
1,278
2,064
1,218

6,162 185%  693%



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
December 4, 1997
10:00 AM
Roll Call

/Zf Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997

Presentation of Award to Agent of the Year - Winton
Vidrine
/(. Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from /
Mississippi Department of Marine Resourge DannygBabi v oy /)
om -Cﬁgzdug aw{/ﬂﬂ%%f? ‘&,7m£ZQ§/4440«¥%?J%3; ‘
. Discussion of Charterboat License Fees - Danny Babin

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Importation
of White-Tailed Deer - Fred Kimmel

7. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Hunting of
Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic Deer & Antelope -
Fred Kimmel

8. Declaration of Emergency - Adjust Daily Sack Limit for
Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove - Ron Dugas

9. Declaration of Emergency - Request from National Marine
Fisheries Service for Compatible Recreational Red Snapper
Closure - John Roussel

10. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November - Winton Vidrine

11. Division Reports

a. Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration - Noel
Kinler

.b. Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project - Edmond
Mouton )

c. Report on Status of Shrimp in 2Zone 1 - Mark
Schexnayder

12. Set April 1998 Meeting Date
13. Public Comments

14. Adjourn

| Need T adirae WJ(M&(’W@W/”M
Dzm;/mﬂ-mz&wzx& 7-




Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

James H. Jenkins Jr.
Secretary

97-313
DECEMBER WILDLIFE & FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING SET

CONTACT
504/765-2923

11/26/97

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will conduct its next regular meeting at
10 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 4, 1997, in the Louisiana Room of the Wildlife and Fisheries
headquarters, 2000 Quail Dr., Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

1.

2.
3.
4

h

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

Roll call.
Approval of minutes of Nov. 6, 1997, Commission meeting.

Presentation of award to Agent of the Year.

Discussion of HR 33 with representatives from Miss. Department of Marine
Resources.

Discussion of charter boat license fees.

Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent: importation of white-tailed deer.
Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent: hunting of farm-raised white-tailed
deer, exotic deer and antelope.

Declaration of Emergency: adjust daily sack limit for oysters in Calcasieu Lake and
West Cove.

Declaration of Emergency: request from National Marine Fisheries Service for
compatible red snapper closure.

Enforcement and Aviation reports — November.

Division reports.

a. Nutria harvest for wetlands restoration.
b. Marsh Island whooping crane project.
c. Report on status of shrimp in Zone 1.

Set April 1998 meeting date.
Public comments.

‘Adjourn.

-30-

This public document was printed at a cost of $. 6.40. Four hundred copies of this document were printed in this first and only printing. This

document was printed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70808 to provide ti information

about department programs for numerous interest groups and the general public. This document was printed in accordance with the printing -
standards for state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43:31.



To: Nick Vinterella

Fax #: 504-748-5044

Subject:  Commission Agenda

Date: December 1, 1997
Pages: 2, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 88000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



‘November 24, 1997
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by

the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, December 4, 1997, at the

Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Roll call
Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997
Presentation of Award to Agent of the Year

Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources

Discussion of Charterboat License Fees

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Importation
of White-Tailed Deer

Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Hunting of
Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic Deer & Antelope

Declaration of Emergency - Adjust Daily Sack Limit for
Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove

Declaration of Emergency - Request from National Marine
Fisheries Service for Compatible Recreational Red Snapper
Closure :

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November

Division Reports

a. Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration

b. Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project

c. Report on Status of Shrimp in Zone 1

Set April 1998 Meeting Date

Public Comments

Adjourn



]ames H- ]enlzins, Jf. Department of Wildli{e and Fisheries M.J. "Milze" Foster, Jr.

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

November 24, 1997

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commisg
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretdri

SUBJECT: December Commission Meeting Agen
The next regular Commission meetiné will be held at 10:00 A.M.
on Thursda December 4 97, in the Louisiana Room at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.
The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll cCall

2. Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997
3. Presentation of Award to Agent of the Year
CHAIRMAN BABIN
4, Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
5. Discussion of Charterboat License Fees
0] CE

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Importation
of White-Tailed Deer

7. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Hunting of
Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic Deer & Antelope

0] o R

8. Declaration of Emergency - Adjust Daily Sack Limit for
Oysters in Calcasieu Lake and West Cove

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Page 2

Commission Meeting
November 24, 1997

9. Declaration of Emergency - Request from National Marine
Fisheries Service for Compatible Recreational Red Snapper
Closure
WINTON VIDRINE
10. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November
11. Division Reports
a. Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration
b. Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project
c. Report on Status of Shrimp in Zone 1
12. Set April 1998 Meeting Date
13. Public Comments
JHJ : sch

cc: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion
Johnnie Tarver
John Roussel
Craig Lamendola
Don Puckett
Dennis Kropog
Division Chiefs



To: Corky Perret

Fax #: 601-385-5917

Subject: December Commission Agenda

Date: November 25, 1997
Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

Corky--Chairman Babin asked me to fax a copy of the December Commission Agenda to you for

your information. If you have any questions, please call.

Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-S000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



To: Danny Babin

Fax #: 504-563-4202

Subject: December Agenda

Date: November 20, 1997
Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

Please review the attached and give me a call.

Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



November , 1997

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commission
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: December Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M.
on Thursday, December 4, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of November 6, 1997

3. Presentation of Award to the Agent of the Year
CHATIRMAN BABIN

4. Discussion of HCR 33 with Representatives from

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources

5. Discussion of Charterboat License Fees
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

6. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Importation

of White-Tailed Deer

7. Declaration of Emergency & Notice of Intent - Hunting of
Farm Raised White-Tailed Deer, Exotic Deer & Antelope

c ER



Page 2
Commission Meeting
, 1997

WINTON VIDRINE
8. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/November

9. Division Reports
a. Nutria Harvest for Wetlands Restoration
b. Marsh Island - Whooping Crane Project
c. Report on Status of Shrimp in Zone 1

10. Set April 1998 Meeting Date

11. Public Comments

JHJ :sch

cc: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion
Johnnie Tarver
John Roussel
Craig Lamendola
Don Puckett
Dennis Kropog
Division Chiefs



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Offfice Box 98000 | Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(604)765-2800

November 6, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, ,Asgistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries and gqpnfifleplif) - Assistant -

FROM: James H. Jen M cretary

SUBJECT: Commission Méetihg Agenda - December 4, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by any agenda items your office may
have for the Thursday, December 4th Commission Meeting to be held
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on
December 4th. i
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
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